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Peter Webster’s
Comment

As this issue is published, we are between the
Melbourne Boat Show that ran a couple of

weeks ago, and the very special Sydney
International Boat Show due to open in a couple of
weeks time. 

Very special for Sydney because it’s the 50th
Sydney show conducted by the Boating Industry
Association of New South Wales, and by a planned
coincidence, they are moving into the magnificent
new Darling Harbour facility, bringing the whole
Show back under one roof (so to speak), after several
years ferrying show customers between Darling
Harbour and nearby Glebe Island, whilst construction
of the new facility took place. 

It’s been quite a while since there was such genuine
excitement in the industry about a boat show, and
there is no doubt everybody is doing their very best
to make sure they stage a memorable, high-quality

show for the punters in 2017.
As usual, various trends and economic indicators

will arise from the show, but I suspect we’ll see the
ongoing reflection of the change to internationalism
that has dominated the car industry in recent years.
It’s becoming increasingly difficult for Australian
boat builders to compete with the multinationals, on
almost every level, and like the car industry, there is
no doubt local boat builders are going to struggle to
keep their doors open. 

However, it’s not all doom and gloom. To the
contrary, the arrival of increasing numbers of boats
built overseas is going to provide consumers with a
vastly increased range of, frankly, better products at
almost every level and in almost every sphere of the
industry. 

Again, like the car industry, there is no one
overseas country that will dominate local marine
activity, as we are already seeing aggressive entries
from countries such as Brazil, Canada, Italy, Norway,
Sweden, England and the two big exporters, the
United States, and increasingly, France.

The French in particular have taken to
manufacturing recreational sail and power boats like
ducks to the proverbial. Some years ago now, they
led off with their infiltration into the world of
production yachting, focussing on yacht racing and

extremely high-tech sailing craft, and then got stuck
into powerboats. They haven’t mucked around here,
either, more recently investing heavily into power
craft (like the Swift 35 trawler yacht above) ranging
from little GRP family trailerboats, through to a

It’s Boat Show
Time!
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Parsun Outboards bring the price of 
outboards down to where they should 
be, and with a 2 year manufacturer’s 
warranty you  go wrong!

• 2.5hp to 90hp
• 2 stroke to 4 stroke options
• long shaft or short shaft

Island Marine Enterprises 
(02) 9532 0002 
www.islandinflatables.com.au

Island Marine Enterprises (02) 9532 0002 
www.islandinflatables.com.au

www.parsun.com.au2 STROKE &  4 STROKE OUTBOARDS

-MORE CHOICE, MORE VALUE



Comment . . . developed in the 1980s and 1990s, it impossible to
ignore what the French designers are now producing.

More to the point perhaps, like the car industry’s
changeover from Holdens and Falcons to mainstream
BMWs and Mercedes, these new boats built offshore
are going to become dominant in Australia in the very
near future, and it would be less than responsible to
ignore this reality.

I think we going to see this very clearly at the
forthcoming Sydney International Boat Show when
the marina, and much of the massive indoor
convention centre will be given over to the display of
fully imported craft and products.

Alvey Reels – The Loss Of Another Aussie Icon
The announcement in Facebook 19/7/17 stated

whole range  of state-of-the-art power cruisers and
‘trawler’ yachts. 

What makes the French challenge so interesting is
the professionalism they are applying to both the
design and manufacture of the huge range of boats
they now market under the brands Beneteau and
Jeanneau. 

Every boat – power and sail - has been designed by
naval architects of some repute and considerable
experience, and are built to the demanding EU boat
building standards in an array of purpose-designed
factories. These are now producing enormous
numbers of craft to the highest build standards anyone
has been able to achieve in a production boat building
process – and that includes the long standing and
internationally respected ABYC standards born in the
USA. 

Enthusiasm, But No Cigar . . . 
No, unfortunately I’m not being paid to make these

observations – what fascinates the writer is that after
so many years where international boatbuilding was
dominated by the Americans, they seem to have been
hit at least as hard as Australian boat builders in the
post GFC era.  

As it is in Australia, the American boating industry
is a very accurate barometer of the life and times of
the American people, so no doubt Donald Trump hit a
raw nerve in his push for ‘Buying American-made’
and his mantra of talking up getting jobs, jobs – and
more jobs.

However, as so many politicians the world over
have discovered, it is far easier to talk about creating
new jobs than it is to deliver them – especially in an
economy as big and as entrenched as it is in America.
Many trade experts have identified the all too real
economic problems confronting U.S. boat
manufacturing, with the familiar beat of high wages,
increased material costs, low productivity and falling
demand taking a similar toll on boat building in the
‘States as it is here.

So it is curious, if not a little puzzling, to see the
French public company that owns the Beneteau
group, investing millions of Euros into production
boat building of yachts and power craft, and pushing
the international export of their products – into both
Australia and the United States where recreational
boats - especially yacht manufacture and usage - has
been in decline for some years. It begs the question:
What do they know that we don’t? 

I know some of the local people in the trade have
raised more than their eyebrows at AB’s continuing
coverage of international – and specifically, French –
boatbuilding, but when most Australian GRP
trailerboats are still the same ones that were

Australian Boating6

“To our wonderful customers over many,
many years. It is with great sadness I have to
announce that Alvey Reels Australia will be
closing down.

Our manufacturing facility at Carole Park
has served us well since 1978 but sales of our
reels are now so low they cannot generate the
income required to keep the business going.

Our loyal and skilled staff have kept the
quality of our products very high and we are
proud of this reputation as being the toughest
reel on the market.

So I would like to sincerely thank all our
staff, many who are very long term employees
for their support even now during this very sad
time as we wind the business down.

We still have substantial stocks to be
distributed to retailers and we will endeavour
to support warranties and spare parts for our
products as long as we can.

Thank you again for your support as an Alvey
user, it is you that has kept us in business for
the past 97 years.

Kindest Regards,
Bruce Alvey”

that manufacturer ‘Charles Alvey and Sons’ was
closing down after 97 years of building the renowned,
almost indestructible fishing reels, has shocked
everybody who has known or used their reels – and I
suspect that is just about every single bloke in
Australia who has ever gone fishing!

Who didn’t cut their fishing teeth with an Alvey
side cast reel? Who hasn’t got a story to tell about the
one that got away whilst fishing with an Alvey? Who
hasn’t got an emotional attachment to the memory of
fishing with the classic, yes, iconic and uniquely
Australian side cast reel?

AB Fishing Editor Aaron Concord and I shared the
same reaction – a sense of disbelief, dismay, followed
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there is now a booming sub-industry refurbishing 20-
40 year-old fibreglass boats.

But Alvey is a very special and unique situation and
next month we will explore the wider ramifications of
what went wrong,  investigate if there are any lessons
we can take from its demise, and explore the chances
of it somehow surviving this crisis - and re-launching
another chapter in this genuinely iconic family
business.  

The Tweed Report . . 
This issue is dominated to an extent by the

outstanding report AB’s Brooke Frecklington has
produced on her backyard – the Tweed Coast she
knows so well and is so passionate about.

When we talked about doing it, we discussed the
‘hows and whys’ carefully before deciding we’d make
this the benchmark report we’ve talked about in the
office for some time. Apart from anything else, we
believe there is growing interest at a local and State
government level in promoting domestic tourism of
the trailerboat fishing, boating, camping, and family
kind. It goes along the lines that whilst the Feds are
promoting Oz in China and Japan (et al), we should
be encouraging more families to go to Narooma or
South West Rocks (etc) for their annual holidays.  

This harkens back to our belief that in future, AB
should go back to the principle of the editorial
formula that Mary and I developed in the late 70s,
when we packed up the four kids, the big tent, the dog
and our trusty Land Cruiser(s) – and over the
subsequent 4 to 5 years, visited every major fishing
ground along the eastern seaboard. 

In every venue, we produced a very hands-on report
about what other families would find, detailing what
we liked, what we didn’t like, whether the laundries
were any good, and the toilets clean – as well as
providing a detailed analysis of the boating facilities
(launch ramps, marina facilities, etc) and fishing
potential. 

We published the reports in Australian Boating
between 1977 and 1983 under the banner of the
‘Cruising Skipper’ - which led on to the release of a
quarterly magazine of the same name in 1984. 

With hindsight, there is no doubt this was the
beginning of AB as a mainstream national magazine,
as the series was hugely popular and introduced
literally hundreds of trailerboat owners to interesting
new places to visit with the kids and their fishing
gear. 

Whilst the specifics of the info will have greatly
changed (we didn’t have Maccas back then!) I don’t
think the principle has changed one jot. 

Readers Without Boats
A lot of water and countless miles have passed by

since, but naïvely perhaps, I still believe that boating

8

Comment . . .
by an overwhelming sadness at what we recognised is
the end of an era. 

Like thousands of Australian fishermen, Aaron and
I still have the reels we started with all those years
ago - and for both Aaron and I, most of them are still
in regular use. 

As the reaction to the news of the Alvey closure
spread around Australia on social media, it literally
erupted with a universal sadness and shock at the
honesty of the heartfelt truth Bruce Alvey put into his
Facebook notification.

As the comments and emotion from social media
increased, several themes quickly emerged, not least
of which was the realisation that Alvey were not
selling enough reels, because they had made them so
well, they commonly out-lasted the fisherman’s
lifetime - and never had to be replaced.  

The reels have lasted for decades, handed down
from generation to generation in many cases, to the
extent that Alvey aren’t making enough sales now to
keep the factory going. 

We all have to think about this – and I’ll admit to
being a classic example – I have no less than 11
Alvey reels, some of them 40 to 50 years old. Many
have had 20 to 30 birthdays, and they are all still in
perfect working order.  

So it’s quite true to say that because the product –
the basic Alvey reel is so good, and has lasted so
long, I haven’t bought an Alvey reel for years.

But our two 925C Snapper reels and the Alvey
1225 medium deck winch (I
still have the huge 1825
mother-of-all-centre-pin
winches we used fishing
the ‘Shelf in the 1980s) will
definitely be part of the
new, yet to be launched
ABBS 540 cat’s basic
bottom fishing gear – and
I’ve lost count of the
number of boats these deep
sea Alvey reels have been
on. The ramifications of

this Alvey situation are considerable. 
There is a definite parallel to what’s happening in

the boating industry too, because one of the major
reasons it is in so much bother, sales wise, is that it
too has built its products too well. Unfortunately,
(well, for traditional economic and capitalist theory,
that is!) a 1975 Haines Hunter – that’s 40+ years old -
with a fresh coat of polyurethane, a new transom and
4-stroke engine can be put back to work for another
20 or 30 years for a fraction of the cost of a new
package. And it’s happening every day, to the extent

F&B’s Ruth 
Cunningham 
with an Alvey 
925 hooked up to small 
shark off 1770 in the Haines
Signature 702 WA 
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in this way, with today’s families (PlayStations and all)
is still of interest to boating families – especially those
locked into city living for their jobs and family. 

It’s all very well to talk about taking the family on
holiday from Sydney to (say) Mallacoota, Vic – but
despite the speed and efficiency of Dr Google, I’m
here to tell you ‘he’ knows bugger all about describing
the launch ramps, much less the boating or fishing
expectations you can have in that part of the world. 

We also believe reports of this kind have a hugely
encouraging impact on people who are teetering on the
edge of going boating, but haven’t quite got the
confidence to take that big step . . . and invest in a
boat. 

Going back to the late 70s, this was the dominant
feature of the initial reports – people, readers without
boats, were fascinated by the realisation that a
wonderful natural world awaited them and their kids if
they had a boat, and could follow in the paths that we
were setting out, exploring places as far afield as the
Gippsland Lakes in Victoria, to Ballina in northern
NSW. 

We Need Your Input
When Brooke started her report on the Tweed Coast,

Comment . . . it was very much an open-ended project, and quickly
grew as she became more and more involved – to the
extent that she far exceeded what Mary and I were
thinking for these 2017 reports. Brooke, being a very
on-the-ball young woman, is very computer savvy,
eats Google for breakfast, and she’s produced a very
sophisticated report with multiple videos, information
and advice on a level we’ve never seen before. So
much so, we wondered whether it is too detailed – or,
alternatively – can we take the view that a reader in
Mount Isa or Wagga Wagga, can’t have too much
information?

It’s a fascinating subject, and in this world of the
internet, FB and Dr Google mixed up with traditional
journalism and boating experience, we’d really like to
hear from our readers on the subject.

What do you think of the concept? Should we have
made it so detailed? Should we have more of
something - and less of something else? We don’t
often ask for your help, but we know from all our
phone conversations and discussions with our readers
that many of you really care about what’s in AB - and
this time, we would really like to know your thoughts
on the subject of how we should cover the new and
interesting places we are planning to visit in the next
12-18 months.

AB
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623 GT Taking Australian
powercat design to a
whole new level, the
stunning Crossfire
623GT introduces a

new level of bluewater
performance for

coastal cruising and
sportsfishing, in a
beautifully finished

fibreglass craft that is
designed for

maximum crew
comfort and safety,
and built to highest
international boat

building Standards

Launching in
September 2017, and
built on the central
coast of NSW. This
exciting new plate

aluminium Crossfire
Five 8 introduces a
new level of naval

architecture, with a
cat that is easily

towed, very easily
powered (60-70s are
perfect) economical

to run - and
beautifully balanced,
smooth running and
amazingly stable at
sea. It’s a Crossfire. 

Crossfire Marine
Email         info@crossfiremarine.com.au
Web Site    www.crossfiremarine.com.au
Phone        (02) 4950 8481 
Mob           0449 730 980  

Fibreglass

Aluminium 

Australia is renowned for its expertise and passion for
powered cats, but like most things today, it is a
continually evolving force, as naval architecture and new
technologies, new building practices are developed,
trialled and put into best practice procedures. Aussie
naval architect Troy Munnery knows this. He’s been at

the forefront of cat design and building in Australia and
overseas for years. He also understands why some
fisherman want the toughness of plate aluminium,
others want the sweet finish of fibreglass. That’s why
Crossfire has both. Crossfire . . the very latest thinking
and best practice in Australian cat design and building. 
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Following on from the
work we started years

ago, firstly with
‘Genesis’, then ‘Dusty

Rover’ (left) which was
the first dedicated video
production platform we

built. And a vertical
learning curve which

we’ll be using again as
we develop AB-TV in the

light of the latest
circumstances and

technologies i.e. drones,
Go-Pros, etc. 

AB-TV
An evolving section of
the magazine devoted

to the development and
refinement of marine

video journalism.  

Another dominant race win for Peter
Burling and Emirates Team New Zealand
in race nine of the America’s Cup Match,
presented by Louis Vuitton, gave the Kiwi
team victory on the Great Sound in
Bermuda, sparking wild celebrations on
board their America’s Cup Class (ACC)
boat, and the team’s support boats on the
Great Sound. 

Burling now adds the 35th America’s
Cup to the Red Bull Youth America’s Cup
trophy he won in San Francisco, 2013.

Click On Pic To Start Video

The Kiwi Emirates Team Slam Dunk
The 35th America’s Cup

The Kiwi team dominated the final stage
of the 35th America’s Cup, winning eight
races to ORACLE TEAM USA’s one race
win, giving the New Zealanders a final
winning scoreline of 7-1.

The America’s Cup was last won by a
team representing New Zealand in 2000
and they are now the Defenders of the
America’s Cup for the 36th installment of
the competition for the oldest trophy in
international sport.

In the final press conference of the 35th

https://youtu.be/zC5Dknfua5U
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America’s Cup, Grant Dalton, CEO of
Emirates Team New Zealand, also
announced that the Royal New Zealand
Yacht Squadron has accepted the
challenge of Circolo della Vela Sicilia,

who will be the Challenger of Record for
the 36th America's Cup and will be
represented by Luna Rossa.

AB



Australian Boating, July #248

Australian Boating14

EC Standards (way ahead of our local
standards) it is an incredibly practical, all
weather family boat. It has a heap of
exceptional features - including the
offset, safe, walk-around passageway to
WALK around to the forward fishing deck
for anchoring, mooring duties, or the
best fishing spot on the boat - how good
is that? Retirees are going to love this
rig, almost as much as the new young
sportsfishing brigade . . . . 
Are we going to follow through on this
new rig? You betcha! It’s only just been
released in France - so watch this space!

Easily one of the most interesting and
appealing new designs to come from the
Beneteau drawing board(s), it is arguably
the most innovative, new 5.5m GRP
cabin trailerboat in                  this class
we’ve seen from                          anybody
in years. Built                               to full
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SMALL, YET PLENTY OF SPACE! 
The Barracuda 6 is the most recent addition

to the range and she has inherited the sporty
temperament of her elder sisters. With fittings
tested in the recent Barracuda Tour, she
marries speed, stability and top class
equipment to perfection.

Ready to launch this autumn, she will be
shown at the boat shows of La Rochelle,
Southampton and in Scandinavia, where the
Barracuda range has met with resounding

success. 
Building on the experience of the Barracuda

Tour, a catch and release sport fishing
competition, organised by Beneteau every year,
the Barracuda 6 powerfully champions the
identity of this incredibly dynamic range, which
has found real success among keen fishers and
coastal cruisers, since it was created in 2011. 

Ready To Go Fishing! 
Although her 5.52 metres 

make the Barracuda 6  (Continued Over)

Beneteau

BARRACUDA 6
Walkaround
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the smallest of the range, she still has everything
you need to catch fish. Keen fishers will find the
large cockpit with built-in fishing station and live
bait well particularly appealing. A large starboard
walkway affords easy access to the bow where
there is a second comfortable fishing spot. Two
side bench seats can be added to the removable
bench aft of the cockpit, offering greater comfort
to the crew underway or at anchor, while
providing plenty of open space for fishing. 

Optimised Space 
Whether the programme is fishing or cruising,

everyone will love the clever fittings on the
Barracuda 6, as well as the wide choice of
options. The basic version can be equipped with
canvas closing off the pilothouse from the
cockpit, on option, while the more comfortable
version has two sliding doors. There is a similar
choice between ordinary seats and bolster seats.
Independent of the chosen layout, the Barracuda

Beneteau Barracuda 6 . . . .
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6 has a huge completely closed-off stowage area
that converts to a temporary berth, with a marine
toilet possible on option – unheard of on an
outboard boat of this size! 

For a style indoors that doesn’t go out of
fashion, and easy maintenance, anthracite is the
dominant colour. 

Seaworthy and Safe
Built on the latest generation of outboard

engine hulls developed by Beneteau, the
Barracuda 6 safely cuts through waves. Quick to
plane, she remains remarkably stable underway.
The Barracuda 6 comes with a choice of three
different engine types – 90, 115 and 140 hp –
matching the power needed for whatever the
intended programme and stretch of water. 

Sporty, agile and robust, the last of the range
has lots of appeal and should quickly take off.

(Continued over on Page 18)

NEW FOR 2017



Beneteau Barracuda 6 . . . .

Australian Boating18



NEW FOR 2017

19Australian Boating

Naval Architects.....Bénéteau Powerboats 
Interior design..................Sarrazin Design
Length overall.......................6.50 m - 21’4’’
Hull length............................5.52 m - 18’1’’
Hull beam.............................2.40 m - 7’10’’
Light displacement (EC)....1403 kg - 3092 lbs
Air (bridge) draught................2.30 m - 7’7’’
Deep draught.....0.50 / 0.90 m - 1’55’’ / 2’11’’
Fuel tank............................................100 L
Water tank (option)...............................20 L
Maximum engine power...................140 hp 
EC certificate...........................................D6



The latest models in the Sea Legend (SL)
range have just rolled out of the Whittley
factory in Somerton headed to the Sydney
Boat Show on August 3-7.

The new additions to the Sea Legend family
are the SL 20 and SL 25 HT.

The baby of the SL fleet, the SL 20 seen here,
is 6.37m in length, but has all the big-boat
attributes of its larger SL cousins. The SL 20
offers a legendary offshore fibreglass ride with a
deep-vee hull that’s 23 degrees at the transom. It
looks as good as it performs with a new-look
cabin entry sitting in front of the most comfortable
seats in the 6m class.

Underfoot, there’s a moulded fibreglass floor
with non-slip diamond tread and Whittley’s
premium rubber flooring in the front cabin, as well
as a fish ruler. There’s no compromise in the
cabin with a full-length double V-berth (identical
dimensions to the SL 22) as well as a full
headlining as standard.

The fishing features come thick and fast on the
SL 20, with moulded side pockets, two solid
esky/kill tanks and four stainless rod holders. The
standard package also includes front and side
clears, alloy rocket launchers, a vinyl cabin

divider, Garmin 4.5” GPS/FF and Bennett SLT
trim tabs.

Whittley Marine Director of Sales and Marketing
Alan Whittley says, “The deep-vee SL hull is a
proven performer on the water, but the market
was crying out for a 6m version. We can now
offer the SL 20 at an affordable price that doesn’t
compromise on the famous Whittley fibreglass
ride and handling.” 

Whittley has packaged the SL20 with a high-
quality Mackay dual axle electric braked trailer
and Volvo Penta’s V6 200 G SX engine. Alan
says, “High-performance offshore fishing has
never been more affordable.” BMT packages are
available from $77,490, excluding freight and
dealer delivery charges.

Both new models offer the option of the new
Whittley Pulse System and can house up to a 16” 
Garmin multi-function or Volvo
Penta Glass Cockpit display.
Alan believes the Volvo 
stern-drive configuration 

Australian Boating, July #248

20  Australian Boating

WWhhiittttlleeyy  BBuuiilldd  UUpp  TThheeiirr  PPooppuullaarr  SSEEAA  LLEEGGEENNDD  RRaannggee
WWiitthh  AA  BBrraanndd  NNeeww  TTwweennttyy  FFooootteerr  --  TThhee  SSLL--2200



Specifications: 
Whittley SL 20 SD 

LOA: 6.37m
Beam: 2.40m

Weight: 1,980kg BMT Dry
Persons: 6

HP Rating: 200hp SD, 150hp OB
Transom Height: 25in
Dead-rise: 23 degrees

Fuel: 150L
Rec. Motor: Volvo Penta V6 200 SX

Trailer: Mackay dual axle  
Package Price (from): $77,490 
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makes the Sea Legend come alive on the water,
with low-down weight characteristics that
enhance hull dynamics and balance, unseen in
outboard offerings. 

The next-generation Volvo engines are
available in petrol or diesel configurations, and
feature alloy blocks and freshwater cooling
jackets to promote longevity. Alan reckons, “The
direct-injection Volvo fuel system delivers 15 per
cent better fuel economy and 10 per cent better
hole-shot over outboards due to the variable
valve timing. It’s all delivered through the optional
Volvo’s duo-prop drive system that grips on the
water like no other prop system in the world. The
new Sea Legend range gives you all the benefits
of a stern-drive while overcoming some of the
perceptions associated with stern-drive power.”

NEW FOR 2017

Continued over on Page 22



The addition of the new SL 20 and SL 25 HT
completes the Sea Legend line-up: five
models starting from $77,490 and heading to
packages worth $320,000. It’s working for
them. 

As Mr. Whittley continued to say, “The SL
variant has seen unprecedented growth in the
past four years. The Sea Legend family of
boats now represents 40 per cent of Whittley’s
total sales volume and the new SL 20 now
brings legendary stern-drive performance and
advancements in a sub $80,000 sports fishing
boat package.”

AB

Whittley SL 20
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NEW FOR 2017 . . . 

First launched to a European audience,
Fairline’s Squadron 53 was debuted at

Boot Düsseldorf in January 2017 – the start of
the historic boat builder’s momentous 50th
anniversary year. 

TheYachtMarket.com Southampton Boat Show
2017 will see Fairline’s new model presented to
the UK market during the brand’s press event at
the show, on Friday 15 September 2017 at
13:00.

As well as the boats on show, this year’s
Southampton Boat Show will also see the return
of Fairline’s immersive Virtual Reality (VR)
experience, which was introduced earlier this
year at London Boat Show. 

Fairline’s new Squadron 53 was crafted with
Alberto Mancini’s design expertise. The yacht,
based on Fairline’s existing and well proven 53ft
hull, features a new Mancini design from the
deck upwards, showcasing the direction of
Fairline’s future exterior styling.

Mancini’s design has resulted in a spacious
main deck with a flat floor from the cockpit to the
lower helm, which in turn ensures a flat ceiling in
the master cabin offering a generous 6ft 4in

headroom at the foot of the large double bed,
adding to the overall sense of space in this
expansive 55ft 6in (16.92m)-long cruiser. With
foredeck seating, a cockpit sun bed and a large
flybridge, there’s room to spare whether it’s a
short cruise or an extended stay onboard.

Hand crafted to order by Fairline’s highly
experienced and dedicated craftsmen in Oundle,
England, the new Squadron 53 offers luxury
boaters total command and control thanks to its
striking swept flybridge, whilst exuding style and
offering great entertaining spaces onboard. 

Fairline’s approach, from superior engineering
and multiple layout options, to small details that
delight, makes the Squadron 53 the perfect
choice for those who want their yacht their way.

Footnote: See the UK premiere of Fairline’s
Squadron 53 at TheYachtMarket.com Southampton
Boat Show at 13:00 on Friday 15 September 2017 - on
the Fairline stand, M214/M216/M218/M220.

For more information about Fairline Yachts,
please visit: www.fairline.com. 

AB

Fairline Squadron 53 VR At Southhampton



What the. . ! 
Compared to a printed mag, all the

advantages* of reading AB on a screen can
take a couple of issues before they click in.

� Special Report: Aaron Talks 1:1 With Gary Loomis 

� Full Details: The New 2017 IGFA Rigging Rules
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� Brooke               Wrestles Some 
Mighty Tough              Amberjacks

Whatever Happened
To Tracey-J3 ?

� The Latest (GREEN) Outboard Prices & Specs Database

� Haines Hunter’s
Renewed Focus on
Family Boating

� MMoorree  DIY Reports
FFrroomm  AAllll  OOvveerr
AAuussttrraalliiaa

� New, Sweet Mercury 
8 & 9.9hp FourStroke
Portable Outboards

� Multihulls & Foils
- The New Frontier
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MakoCraft 5.4 Hardtop Cat
Emerges . . .

. . With Single or Twin Engine Options

Narva’s Awesome New Marine
FLOODLIGHT

� Why Ningaloo
WA Should Be On
Your Family’s 
‘Go To’ Bucket List!
�AAmmaazziinngg  NNeeww
PRODUCTION MONO
FFOOIILLEERR  FFrroomm  BBeenneetteeaauu
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� Part 4: Buying The Best 4.3m Tinnie Combo !

We totally get it. So here’s a hot INTRO deal:

We’ll give new readers SIX issues for $12 - that’s just 2 bucks
each - as a special intro offer to get you reading AB’s independent
editorial on a tablet, laptop, PC or one of the new ‘smart’ phones.  

How? Easy - just phone Mary on (07) 5502 8233 or email her
your address and phone number to

subs@ausboatmags.com.au
- and she’ll do the rest, starting the very next issue. 

**Advantages include � Reliable, ‘instant’ delivery anywhere in Australia � Much lower cost to
purchase � Easy storage - no more boxes!  � New, easy to read layouts  � Instant, multiple

issue access � Links straight to the advertisers � AB’s Multiple ‘live’ TV/video productions

6x $12 OFFER Also Available on our web site  www.australianboatmags.com.au
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The Amazing New 
BENETEAU GT50

Australian Boating, July #248

LE GRAND LARGE, GIVRAND, 10 JULY, 2017 
Two Layouts With The Same Unique
Temperament 

Sporty and distinctive, Beneteau’s Sport Cruiser
flagship completes the renewal of the Gran

Turismo line perfectly. Hardtop or Sportfly, the
Gran Turismo 50 is the first of the Beneteau boats
to be fitted with the on board ship control
technology. 

Based on the ‘full space’ concept, the main deck of
the Gran Turismo 50 is completely open so that
everyone can join in the fun on bo ard. 

In the vanguard of sport cruisers, the Gran Turismo
50 is a dazzling combination of Beneteau Power’s
expertise, the hallmark of the Nuvolari & Lenard
designer duo and the talent of Andreani Design. 

Equipped with the AirStep®2 planing hull,
developed together with Volvo Penta, the Gran
Turismo 50 is fast, smooth and comfortable. With the
Volvo IPS 600 propulsion system, she offers
excellent sea-keeping and optimum fuel
consumption. 

In the Hardtop configuration, the Gran Turismo 50
combines a retractable sun visor, side glazing that can
be lowered and an opening roof. Aside from being
elegant, this equipment provides protection and

ventilation - a real bonus underway and at anchor. 
As for the Gran Turismo 50 Sportfly, it has a

second driving station with a stunning view of the
sea. Seamlessly integrated into the boat’s line, the
Sportfly has a double bench seat, converting to a sun-
lounger, beside the driver’s seat, as well as a
comfortable saloon seating up to five guests. 

A tender garage and a huge swim platform at the
stern are a clever addition to this large sporty model.
The tender garage can hold either a tender (with an
outboard engine) up to 2.90m long, or a Williams
minijet. Withstanding a weight of 350 kg and
equipped with a hydraulic lowering system on
option, the full-beam swim platform is submersible
for the enjoyment of a variety of water sports.

Innovation Serving The Customer
For the first time on a boat this size, the Ship

Control onboard technology provides simple
centralized access to her controls. Inspired by similar
equipment used in the car industry, this user-friendly
intuitive interface is a new step towards offering
everyone the opportunity to enjoy boating. With Ship
Control you can check the gauges, manage air-
conditioning, navigation lights, indoor lights and the
Hi-Fi system. A tap on the navigation screens or a 7
inch tablet and above and the Gran Turismo 50 obeys
your every command. 
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NEW FOR 2017

Hallmark of Distinction 
Designed and fitted out with people who like to

express their individuality in mind, the Gran Turismo
50 has elegant and intelligently organised spaces. 

Destined for pleasure, the cockpit continues in the
form of a vast lounge area on the main full-space
deck of the Gran Turismo 50. The cleverly concealed
pocket frame glass door opens seamlessly onto the
deck, creating remarkable harmony and incredible
comfort underway or at anchor. 

The many glass windows and portholes and
incredible space on the lower deck fill the boat with
lots of natural light. In the two available versions -
‘saloon cosy’ or three cabins - the Gran Turismo 50
has a full-beam owner suite, bathed in light and
enjoying an en-suite shower room and dressing room
style fittings. 

With top quality, skilfully crafted and harmoniously
matched materials, beautiful wood finishes and
attention to detail, the Gran Turismo 50 is practical
and stunning. The walnut woodwork marries well
with the padded linings and lacquered items, not to
mention the pleasant feel of the soft-touch leatherette. 

In the galley, Corian® worktops cover the very
practical and spacious fittings. This space’s high level
of equipment, repeated in the cockpit with a small
exterior galley, and a grill-cum-worktop above the
swim platform, means that everyone enjoys cooking
and preparing food on the Gran Turismo 50. 

Hardtop or Sportfly, this new Gran Turismo is a
sensational sport cruiser offering plenty of thrills. It
confirms Beneteau’s extraordinary ability to stand out
in the large cruiser market.

AB



TThhee  FFiisshh  TThhaatt
SSttaarrtteedd  MMyy
PPaassssiioonn  FFoorr  
FFiisshhiinngg..  ..  ..  ..

Hooked
On
Brooke

with Brooke Frecklington

Fishing is known as a relaxing hobby to
many people but I think that’s because

they haven’t had a fish pull like a freight train
on the end of their line.

I have been around fishing for most of my life
growing up with dad and my brother fishing the
estuaries and creeks, but I had never really felt
the excitement of something really big on my line,
so initially, as a kid, and even as a teenager,
fishing was just a great way to hang out with my
family.

There is something about catching big fish that
leaves me wanting more.

From the first time I caught the biggest fish of
my life I had the itch to continue on a mission of
Personal Best catches.

That didn’t happen until Denis and I got our first
boat, a Polycraft 4.1m. She was a small little
boat, but she was ours. 

We soon discovered we enjoyed fishing
offshore more so than in the inshore Broadwater
reaches of the Gold Coast, as there were bigger
species to catch than just bream, flathead and
whiting.
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We were fearless in our plastic boat, and often
ventured to the 18s and even the 24s on the
good days.

On this particular trip, I remember us targeting
jewfish one late afternoon, not far from the
Seaway entrance.  The weather was amazing
and the ocean was calm, so we decided to
anchor up and stay out past dark. We had a few
live baits left in the tank, and had already had a
few good runs from something big resulting in
one of my snelled hooks being busted off.

Determination kicked in. I continued to use the
rig I had on and with the last live bait I cast her
out into the pitch black night.

It wasn’t too long before I felt that slight tickle in
my line and then the unmistakable pull of a big
fish.

With my tough tip fibreglass rod and my 4000
Shimano Sienna reel, I had the very first full
blown fight on my hands.

I’d felt fish pull line before, but more often than
not, it resulted in being reefed or snapped off. But
never had I felt anything pull line like this! 

I was so careful not to put too much strain on
the line, and as I gently fought the fish, we even
pulled the anchor, as my little reel only had so
much line on it. 

Looking back now, I remember the fish having
about 3 or 4 big runs - a true characteristic of a
jewfish fight.  

I finally got my fish to the surface after a long
battle. Long and shiny . . I couldn’t believe what I
was seeing. At 126cm, it was the biggest fish I
had ever caught, way too big for our hand nets
and we didn’t have a gaff at the time, so Denis

shoved his whole fist in its mouth and grabbed
the tail to bring it into the boat. Luckily, the sides
of the Polycraft were very low.

I couldn’t wipe the massive smile off my face

Whether you’re fi shing off the shelf, or cruising with the family,
the Voyager V625 SportsFish is the ultimate crossover vessel.

PH: 0417 780 600
www.voyagercats.com.au
info@voyagercats.com.au

See Us At 
The Sydney 
Or Brisbane

International
Boat Shows!



with my first stonking big fish onboard the boat.
Exhausted, I laid down next to my fish on the
floor of the boat and revelled in the moment. This
is a memory that will stick with me for life.

Even more significantly, I had caught the bug;
all I wanted to do in the future was to catch big
things that pulled line!

Using live bait seemed to work the best when it
came to fishing offshore so we would always
head to the bait grounds just outside the Seaway
before any fishing session. 

My next big catch and another that is etched
into my mind, is of similar nature to my first.

I remember having only a few live baits left in
the tank and again, it was later in the afternoon.
The tide was still coming in, and it was ideal to
drop live baits over the pipeline in the Seaway,
and so we did just that.

This time I had the same glass boat rod but an
older 6000 reel with a bit more beefiness to it, a
single circle hook, and a livie on the end.

We did a few drifts over the pipeline with no
luck at first. On the last drift we drifted past the
point where we would normally turn around and
head back up to the pipe and start again. This is
where I had the hit that didn’t stop. Unlike the
jewfish, this wasn’t letting up any time soon. It
was lucky I was using a reel with a little more

Brooke is working hard here with a nice
kingie taken over the pipeline that runs
across the G. Coast Seaway entrance in
the background. The kingie and the
incoming tide has pushed her back
almost onto Wavebreak island. The
trouble with fishing here is that it’s like
fishing in Pitt Street - and there are
always onlookers to admire your work!

drag power than the smaller 4000 Sienna.
I knew if I didn’t stop whatever was on the end,

I was going to get rubbed off on the pipe.
Fortunately, the tide was still coming in, so we
were drifting away from the pipe, which is
probably what saved me from being busted off.

We drifted further and further away from the
pipeline, so I felt like I could take some of the
pressure off the line. I’d never felt a fish that just
didn’t give up before, unlike the jewfish who had
about four good runs in him, this thing just
wouldn’t give up.

Nearing the cross marking in the Broadwater I
knew I was in pretty safe grounds. By this time a
had a massive 40ft power yacht next to us with 3
guys onboard watching over my fight. I was
finally winning and getting some line back on my
reel.

The fish surfaced beside the boat and we
realised it was my very first big kingfish. No
wonder it put up a fantastic fight.

Again, we had no gaff and no net, so Denis
grabbed the leader and the tail, the fish thrashed
around in despair, and just as he was lifting it into
the boat, the leader gave way. Fortunately,
Denis’s grip tightened and he got my kingie on
the boat.

I held my fish up so the boys on the yacht
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ORDER NOW! (07) 5499 6937 MOB 0416 293 686
Email: sales@oceancraft.com.au  Twitter: OCEANCRAFTiness   
Web: www.oceancraft.com.au  Facebook: Ocean Craft

� Amazingly Stable � Smooth Riding � Super Safe � Ally Toughness � Economical � Unequalled Inherent Buoyancy

� Exceptional, Deeply Veed Hulls With Unique Pneumatic Cylinder Support For The Ultimate Ride And Safety

OCEAN CRAFT

O C E A N  C R A F T
The brilliant Oceancraft - choice of 2.6m, 3.3m, 4.4m, 5.2m, 6.0m, 7.2m and 8.2m with cabin,
spearo, diver and extreme fisher versions - Certifiable in 2C/2D Survey for Charter and Hire*

could see. I was given a round of applause and a
few whistles. 

Afterwards, my arms were like jelly, and I was
struggling to catch my breath such was the
intensity of the fight.   

I laid it down in the cockpit to take a
measurement - she was 106cm long. I was so
excited to have landed another amazing fish
within months of my jewfish. 

These two fish literally kick started my passion
for serious sportsfishing, and my determination to
catch big fish and share my experiences with
readers and viewers of AB and the social media
(SM) platforms that now form such a major part
of my fishing life.  

I’ve come forward a long way since these two
early ‘benchmark’ captures, but I’ll never forget
them. Ever. And yes, these days, we do have
gaffs, gloves and grippers!

I love sharing my excitement and adventures
with you guys, my fellow fishermen fisherwomen
and SM followers. 

I hope that my stories inspire you all to follow
your passion, too.

Until next time, stay Hooked On Brooke.

AB

Yeay!! Brooke’s first big
kingie - a few years ago
now, but you never
forget the great
moments like these. 



kilometres north of several popular Yorke
Peninsula holiday spots including Black Point
and Port Vincent. It is also in an area where

stocks of iconic species such as King George
whiting and snapper have been seriously depleted
in recent years through the long-line practices of
commercial fisheries and, to a lesser extent,
recreational fishing.

Work began last month (June) with the first of
60 one-tonne concrete reef structures and more
than 800 tonnes of limestone being sunk at the
site. About 7 million native angasi baby oysters
will then be planted on the reef to further attract
fish and help revive the almost extinct wild
oyster species.

Peak body RecFish SA began lobbying for an

32

Construction of the largest artificial
shellfish reef outside the United States has

begun off the coast of South Australia – much
to the joy of local fishos and divers.

The reef, which will eventually cover 20
hectares and be home to hundreds of millions of
native oysters, is expected to provide a boost to
recreational fishing in the area.

The $3.7 million reef is being built in Gulf St
Vincent about 70km across the water from
Adelaide near the Yorke Peninsula coastline.

The site, 7km south of the fishing town of
Ardrossan and 1km offshore, is only a few

AB’s

EEnnvviirroo  WWaattcchh
with Gary Fooks

$3.7m, 20 ha Artificial Shellfish
Reef Off Ardrossan, SA 
Underway
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Native Flat or Mud Oyster ( Ostrea Angasi )
species.jpg



artificial reef in 2013 before the Weatherill
Government made it a 2014 election pledge at a
time when it faced scrutiny over its marine parks
plan.

RecFish SA Executive Officer Danny Simpson
said it was satisfying to see a project the
organisation had lobbied for reach the
construction stage.

He said it had been an excellent decision to
evolve the project from a strictly artificial reef to
include the native oysters.

“We’re very confident that this is going to be of
great benefit to recreational fishing,” Simpson

said. 
“The technical organisations involved in the

design and deployment of the reef are very
skilled and where they’ve done these things
before it’s proven to be tremendous for boosting
fish stocks and benefitting rec fishing.

“We know that many fish stocks are under
pressure and if the reef contributes to improving
those stocks then it is doing a fantastic job.”

The original reef was to be 4ha in size but
additional funding from the Federal Government,
The Nature Conservancy, Yorke Peninsula
Council and the University of Adelaide will
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Limestone  and
concrete structures
being lowered from
MV Andrew Wilson

into the water at
Rogues Point (south

of Ardrossan) as 
part of the reef

project.

Sandy seafloor typical at Rogues Point where
the reef will be built 



allow it to be extended to 20ha over
the next few years, making it the
largest shellfish restoration project
outside of the United States.

The first 4ha of the project is being
delivered by the South Australian
Department of Primary Industries
and Regions (PIRSA) and is
expected to be opened to recreational
anglers before the end of the year.

Diving will be allowed on the reef
but the taking of oysters prohibited.
The 4ha reef will be closed to
commercial fishing permanently,
however, the fishing rules for the
remainder of the 20ha reef are yet to
be determined.

Simpson said it was hoped the reef
would become a breeding ground to
help improve the stocks of many
species including garfish, squid and
blue swimmer crabs, not just King
George whiting and snapper. 

“I think it’s going to be a target
area for recreational fishers and that’s
going to be of great economic benefit
to the local area. People will launch
more boats, buy more bait and spend
more time in the accommodation and
that’s a terrific thing,” Simpson said. 

“This reef is the starting point for
the restoration of fish stocks in that
area but let’s not forget that there was
a massive area of the gulf that had
oyster reefs on them before European
settlement almost 200 years ago.

“Restoring the reefs can only mean
more fish but there is a long way to
go to get it to what we might
consider to be healthy fish stocks.”

PIRSA Fisheries Enhancement
Program Leader Sarah-Lena
Reinhold said 50 per cent of tourists
to Yorke Peninsula visited
specifically for recreational fishing.

She said it was expected to take
about two years for the reef to be
colonised to the point where
additional fish production was
noticeable. 

“It’s a huge win and it’s a proactive
way of enhancing fishing
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A clump of remanant native oysters on a
razorfish clam at the reef site at Yorke Peninsula



opportunities in a really sustainable way and
bringing back the habitat that previously
supported all those species,” Reinhold said.

“It’s really putting a light on South Australia
and the Yorke Peninsula region and it’s going to
be a real asset to everybody in that area as well
as people who want to visit.”

Oyster reefs are considered the temperate water
equivalent to coral reefs in tropical waters.
Australia’s southern coastline was home to
thousands of kilometres of oyster reefs before
European settlement but dredging practices to
remove the oysters for food and substrate for
lime production wiped out all the reefs except for
one off the Tasmanian coast. 

The Nature Conservancy has been involved in
dozens of shellfish reef restoration projects,
chiefly in the United States and is considered a
global expert on their establishment.

TNC is also part of a much smaller reef

restoration project in Melbourne’s Port Phillip
Bay. 

Each oyster can filter more than 100 litres of
water a day, removing harmful nutrients and
turning them into pseudofaeces, which becomes
a food source for bay fish and crustaceans.

TNC Project Officer, Anita Nedosyko said a
six-year study on the reef would measure the
environmental benefits on water quality, fish
production and seagrass regeneration.

“We see the Yorke Peninsula reef as just the
beginning and what The Nature Conservancy
would like to see is a similar-sized reef at five
different locations across South Australia,” she
said.

“This is a really innovative fisheries
management approach which seeks to bring back
important habitat for commercial and recreational
fish species.”

-Andrew Spence, Adelaide 

AB
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Click On Pic To Start Video

Conceptual diagram of how the oyster reef will
grow and increase biodiversity at the site

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn8dZrWK7fM


36 Australian Boating

E X P L O R I N G   A U S T R A L I A  W I T H  A B

Holidaying On The
Beautiful Tweed

Coast, NSW
It’s often said that the Tweed Coast is what the Gold Coast used to be like - laid back,

friendly, surrounded by a wonderful natural environment. More like a big country
town than a hustling, bustling city, surrounded by high rise buildings, dense traffic
and tourists. There is more than a little truth in the analogy, and the Tweed Coast

community is very proud of it. They fight fiercely to protect the status quo; they want
to preserve the extraordinary gifts nature has bestowed upon this fertile region, and
sincerely believe theirs is a far better place for that long overdue family holiday than

the alternative ‘up the road’ - and especially so for trailerboating families. 

Principal report, video, research & most local pics by Brooke Frecklington for AB
Additional photography from the Destination NSW  Image Library 

AB’s Brooke Frecklington, almost a native of the region, puts up a powerful case for
trailerboat fishing families to holiday on the Tweed Coast, with her intensely detailed

report you’ll want to save and keep.
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Photo by Trevor Worden, Destination NSW



Iremember when I was young, from about the
age of 6 to 10, my brother Nathan and I would
stay with our Nana and Poppy Joe over the

school holidays down at Kingscliff on the Tweed
Coast.

Nana’s house was only a few streets from the
beach front, so most of our holidays were spent on
the beach playing around in the sand, digging
holes, and chasing sand crabs.

Nan and Pop would take us on four wheel
driving excursions on the beach in their old FJ40
Land Cruiser. We’d stop and fish the deep gutters
with good old beach rods and Alvie reels. We used
worms and pippies that Nana and us kids had
collected along the way. 

We loved snorkeling in the beautiful clear
waters of the Cudgen Creek river mouth and
hunting for critters caught in the shallow rock
pools from the previous tides. A lot of the beach
and sand deposits have changed over the years,
exposing and covering up landmarks I remember
from the past.

I had Aunts and Uncles that lived from
Coolangatta to Kingscliff, so we were always
visiting someone who lived in close proximity to
the pristine beaches and water ways of the Tweed
Coast. I really enjoyed the freedom my parents
gave Nathan and I growing up. 

As children I remember visiting the many
breathtaking national parks around the Northern
NSW and QLD border. Bushwalking, fossicking
and swimming in spring fed creeks were a
weekend occurrence for us. 

One of my first memories of this was climbing
Mount Warning with my family and relatives,
although the last rope climb to the summit was
something that terrified the hell out of me, and so
I refused to reach the lookout at a tender age of 5
or so. 

Many years later my husband Dennis and I

decided to do the climb together for one of our
anniversaries. I was amazed that 5 year old me
had climbed as far as I did! Determined, I wanted
to reach the top where I had heard of spectacular
views overlooking the beautiful, lush volcanic
basin of the surrounding mountain rim. With this
thought in my mind we climbed over my fear as a
child, and up that last rock face. We headed to the
lookout, and yes, the view was everything I
expected - and more - and a definite must do for
those who love the outdoors.    

I love the fact that as we live so close to the
Tweed Coast this gives us unbeatable options
when it comes to fishing offshore. We always
check the fishing reports and the conditions of
both the Southport Seaway Entrance on the
Goldie, and the Tweed Bar in NSW, believing two
options are better than one.

The Tweed coastline has an amazingly diverse
under water topography. With many shipwrecks
over the years and its natural volcanic formations
there is plenty of reef structure to explore and you
don’t have to travel too far to experience it.

Some of my personal best fishing catches and
experiences have been achieved by fishing the
Tweed waters, including landing massive cobia on
light gear, jigging for big kingies out wide - and
some very close encounters with migrating whales.

This is a place that can easily draw you into its
beauty, so I want to take you on a journey
through the magnificent Tweed Coast and its
beautiful surrounding areas. 

This is an exciting adventure you will want to
take with the whole family, as there is just so
much to see and do in this incredible place, it is
quite true to say there is something for everyone.
From the ankle biters building sand castles on the
beach, youngsters catching their first tiddlers, dad
muscling up to a big Tweed kingie off the Nine
Mile - to the adults chilling out to a sophisticated
cabaret at Twin Towns.  

The Tweed coastline consists of golden soft sand,
perfect waves, pristine waters ways, beautiful 

(Continued over on Page 38)
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Working With The Tweed River Entrance . . .
Look, let’s not kid around - the Tweed

River’s barred entrance is notorious for a
very good reason - on a bad day, it is one of
the worst entrances in Oz. But like any bar,
an experienced skipper, in a suitably
prepared craft, can come and go at will - and
they do, when it’s safe to do so. As usual, it
is all about reading the weather carefully,
working the tides to suit, and checking the
Coastwatch bar video (link on Marine
Rescue Point Danger’s website) on the day.
If you use a smartphone, make sure you

download their App, AND log-in on VHF
Channel 16 before you head out. Apart from
getting the latest info on the bar, they’ll keep
you on the day’s log. Holidaymakers and
fishos on their first trip should let the Marine
Rescue operators know. They will almost
certainly suggest you stand off for a bit, and
watch other fishos heading out, so you can
identify the day’s best channel through the
entrance. Note your compass course (or
track on the GPS) so you can work the
reciprocal on your return. (-PW)

Google Earth Pro 2017



parklands that overlook the beaches and river
systems, magnificent mountain ranges along with 
lots of great shopping (for Mum’s retail therapy) and
easy access to amazing theme parks for the whole
family to fill in those hours of holiday time when you
need to change gear, or the weather is a bit gloomy. 

Whale Watching
Whale watching season runs from June to

November. Whales can be seen migrating, even from
the shore up and down the coastline. The Tweed
Coast has two fantastic vantage points to see the
whales, including the top of Point Danger from the
Captain Cook Memorial site, and at Fingal Heads,
just south of the Tweed River mouth. Walking to the
Fingal Head lighthouse is a beautiful walk in nature

that opens up onto the view of Cook Island with
stunning volcanic rock formations at your feet. This is
the perfect place to spot migrating whales. 

If you want to get up a little more close and
personal with these majestic creatures then I suggest
jumping onboard one of the local charters to check
them out.

Coolangatta Whale Watch - Address 156 Wharf
St, Tweed Heads, New South Wales, 2485, Australia.

Virtual Tour -
https://www.facebook.com/163059917094344/videos/
1149257008474625/

http://www.coolangattawhalewatch.com.au/

Head to the Beach 
The most obvious thing to do when taking a coastal

holiday is to head to the beach whether it is for a swim,
surf, picnic, kayak or to fish. With so much coastline to
explore there is a beach for everyone, including those
who want to walk the dog on the beach, throw the
frisbee or even collect worms and pippies for bait.

A lot of the far northern NSW beaches are not so
crowded as the renowned neighboring beach ‘up the
road’ at Surfers Paradise - a mecca for international
tourism, which can, however, become very crowded. 

I would consider Coolangatta and Kirra Beach to be
the safest for the littlest ones in the family as these
beaches are patrolled by life savers most days,
especially during peak seasons and school holidays. 

Please remember the safest place to swim is between
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Click on pic to start video

The Tweed River and tributaries offer
still, safe, easily navigated waters that
are ideal for family boating, with
dozens of beaut places to stop and
explore, and let the kids go for a run.
And for the big kids, there are quite a
few watering holes and counter
lunches to be enjoyed right along the
river.  

https://www.facebook.com/163059917094344/videos/1149257008474625/
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Arrggh . . me hearties! Sharpen your cutlesses
and bring on yer kids!”  One of the best fun things
you can do with the family on the Tweed River is
explore the jungle and canopy right across Stotts
Creek on the southern side of the island. It’s truly
spectacular, and very easy to imagine raptors and
dinosours, never mind fierce, one-legged bearded
pirates laying in wait for unsuspecting 
youngsters . . . . .  

(Tweed and Coolangatta Tourism)

Google Earth Pro 2017



the red and yellow flags even if you are a strong
swimmer, as all these coastal beaches are subject
to the sand constantly moving along the coast, so
the safest spots to swim (without rips and strong
currents) can change almost day by day. 

The other beaches that stretch from the
southern side of the Tweed Bar inlet all the way
down to Kingscliff, are less crowded and
unmanned by life savers, so keeping a very
watchful eye on the kids is a must in these waters,
as they too can be prone to rips and unexpected
currents.  

Surfing
If you are a keen surfer, then I’m sure you’ve

heard of Duranbah, Greenmount, Snapper Rocks
and Kirra. These are some of Australia’s hot spots
for surfing with world class surfing competitions
held in some of these amazing locations.

Virtual Tour -
https://www.facebook.com/myGoldCoast/videos/1
0154682281399961/

Ebenezer Park Activities
Ebenezer Park situated on Coral Street is the

gateway to some pretty cool things to do including
surfing at Duranbah which is located at the end of
this street. This park has beautiful green lawns,
some shade, toilets and lots of parking.

Snorkelling and scuba diving are very popular
off the banks of Ebenezer Park. There is a
beautiful crystal clear entrance into the water
where an underwater world is waiting to be
explored. The shore line of this entrance is quite
safe to explore but heading past the rock wall is
not for the weak swimmer. Strong currents rush
past here on the changing tides and can easily
take you by surprise. If you catch the top of high
tide, this is the best time to explore this beautiful
underwater world.

A lot of scuba dive centres operate from this
location, Google maps has Tweed River Shore
Dives located on it so you can look it up very
quickly. BTW: An important note: Spear fishing is
prohibited in this area as it is a sanctuary zone. 

If you are up for the more adventurous dive,
heading out to Cook Island could be the trip for 
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Above: This is the famous Tweed ‘caldera’
photographed from a light aircraft at approx 500

feet - it is, in other words, the base of the
ancient volcano, and Mount Warning (right) is
what is left of the volcano’s original core from

millions of years ago. 
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knocked off your board or yak by boat wake, as it is
a strictly 4 knot zone. 

If you are comfortable and confident with your
skills, be sure to head out to the main river to explore
the beautiful estuary. Again, be aware of the tidal
currents in the river. Try and use the current to your
advantage, and time it so that you are paddling with
the current and not against it.

Now that you have built up an appetite, there are
plenty of food places in this vicinity, including Scales
Seafood just up the road about 200m on Kennedy
Drive. This is a little local fish’n’chip shop that has
been around for years, and one the locals rave about.
Scales boasts ‘local caught seafood’ and in this case,
it DOES mean, fresher, tastier seafood. 

This little shop is almost opposite to Ray Pascoe

you. Cook Island is an Aquatic Reserve and is
located south-east of the Tweed mouth about 4km
away or 600m from the shore off Fingal Head. With
such a short commute it’s definitely worth booking in
with one of the experienced dive centres to check it
out. You won’t believe the abundance of marine life
at the doorstep of the Tweed. 

Just a few hundred metres away from Ebenezer
Park is a protected, picturesque bay directly behind
Twin Towns Club. This is a great little area to relax
and have a BBQ, take a swim, kayak, pump yabbies
for fishing, fish, or to try a stand up paddle board
(etc) without the worry of the Tweed River current
carrying you off to the Nine Mile!

Next to this bay are toilet facilities, BBQs and a
playground for the kids. 

Tweed Mall is just opposite the bay if you’re not up
to cooking or packing a lunch, and you also have
Coolangatta just north of the bay. 

As Coolangatta is the most southern suburb of
QLD, it is a funky, upbeat place with lots of shopping
and dining opportunities in and around the retail strip
and headland of Greenmount all the way up to Point
Danger which overlooks the magnificent coast line,
Tweed Bar and the beautiful Cook Island. 

Kayak and SUP Hire
Kayaking and paddle boarding are a great way to

explore the river, enjoy the sunshine and exercise at
the same time. One little local place to hire kayaks
and SUPs from is Endless Summer Hire, located at
Kennedy Plaza, 97 Kennedy Dr, Tweed Heads.

Virtual Tour -
https://www.facebook.com/endlesssummerhire/videos
/1313667385311370/

http://endlesssummerhire.com.au/

Endless Summer is on a great little estuary with a
sandy beach, and is the perfect spot to practice with
the kids. There is no need to worry about getting
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Fly fishing in the Rous River - who’d have
thought? Looking at the structure the angler is
working, it’s easy to see where the inspiration
came from .This is a superb example of the
beautiful hinterland beside and beyond the
Tweed Rver as it winds its way around Mount
Warning and back up into the high country. The
Rous River runs into the Tweed near
Tumblegum. Day tripping through this region is
a real delight. 
(Tweed and Coolangatta Tourism)

https://www.facebook.com/endlesssummerhire/videos/1313667385311370/


down the boat ramp, just step onboard and go. They
are the perfect way to explore the river with the

whole family and at reasonable prices.
Tweed River Boat Hire is located on the South

Western side of Boyds Bay Bridge, Minjungbal

Park and boat ramp. So there is plenty of space to set
up the picnic blanket to eat lunch and just soak up
some of the rich Tweed River ambience. 

Virtual Tour -
https://www.facebook.com/925goldfm/videos/147121
6309602532/

Tweed Boat Hire
If you are not up to exhausting all your energy on

paddling around or want to explore a little further up
river, then maybe hiring a boat is the way to go.

Tweed Boat Hire has a selection of tinnies, ½ cabin
cruisers, kayaks and BBQ pontoons to hire, all of
which do not require a boat licence to operate. These
craft are conveniently moored up on the water and
ready to go, so there’s no confusing trailer reversing
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https://www.facebook.com/mydayout/


Drive, Tweed Heads South, 2486 (Old Pacific
Highway).

http://www.tweedriverboathire.com.au/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/mydayout/

Catch-a-Crab Tours
If you are not confident in driving a boat, but still

want to enjoy what the Tweed River has to offer, then
maybe a guided tour with a difference is something
you could be interested in. 

Catch-a-Crab Tours offer a fantastic morning on the
Tweed River with beautiful scenery to gaze at while
the captain takes you on a comfortable 2hr boat ride.

A tour consists of catching live mud crabs, fishing,
yabbie pumping, oyster farm tour talk, hand feeding
wild pelicans, morning tea and mud crab lunch
options.

This is a great way for everyone in the family to
relax and not worry about a thing.

Catch-a-Crab Tours even offer educational tours
including topics on - birds of the estuary, migratory
waders and local bird life, food chain of the estuary
wetlands, mangrove wetlands, marine life - mud
crabs, fish plankton and sea grasses, and oyster
farming.

As you can see Catch-a-Crab have all the bases
covered from relaxation to education.

Virtual Tour - https://youtu.be/Q0lWK9BMi04
website http://www.catchacrab.com.au/ or drop by

to pick up some fresh caught muddies for lunch at
Lot 685, Birds Bay Drive, West Tweed Heads, NSW
2486.

Tweed River and Rainforest Cruise to Tumblegum
Tweed Endeavour Cruises offer a relaxing 4.5 hour

return cruise of the stunning Tweed River all the way
up to the historical township of Tumblegum.

Along the way you can take in the spectacular
views of Mt Warning, mangrove lined river banks,
sugar cane fields, rainforest views and the abundant
bird life, so bring the binoculars.

Stop over in the little old township of Tumblegum
for 45mins to browse the art galleries or a peek at the
one of the oldest hotels in town, built in 1886.   

Enjoy locally grown tea and coffee aboard and a
fresh seafood lunch, sourced from local suppliers, or
tuck into the Captain’s BBQ steak lunch.

Tweed Endeavour Cruises offer many tours,
packages and even cater for functions so be sure to
check out their website for details.
http://tweedendeavourcruises.com/

Virtual Tour -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6FpRqAa7ac

Kingscliff Water Sports and Activities
Tim Jack Adams “chief fun officer” and founder of

Watersports Guru grew up on the Gold and Tweed
Coast. Tired of travelling the world Tim decided to
plant his feet back in the place he loves, The Tweed
Coast. 

As the name suggests Watersports Guru has it all
from hiring kayaks, SUPs, surf boards, snorkelling
gear, fishing gear and push bikes. Tim also offers
lessons on these water activities. He takes guided
water sports tours including snorkelling with turtles,
whale watching, etc.

The fun doesn’t stop there! Watersports Guru can
also arrange group activities for kids and adults for

occasions such as birthday parties, hen/bucks parties,
staff parties, team bonding, re-unions, SUP yoga,
group paddles etc.

Watersports Guru is situated on the stunning
Cudgen Creek, Kingscliff. Next to the Kingscliff
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y6FpRqAa7ac
https://youtu.be/Q0lWK9BMi04
https://vimeo.com/35874880


most places are within walking distance to the central
hub.  

Link to work out Twin Towns Show calendar:  
http://www.twintowns.com.au/showroom.html

Theme Parks and Wildlife Parks
With the Gold Coast in such close proximity to the

Tweed Coast, the kids would be beside themselves if
they didn’t get a chance to visit at least one of the
famous Gold Coast theme parks.   

Sea World, Wet’n’Wild, Movie World, Paradise
Country, Dream World and White Water World are
all located north of the Tweed, and within about
50km or (approx) a 30min drive straight up the M-
1freeway. All the theme parks are (literally) just a
parking lot off the freeway – and a cinch to find. 

With something for everyone to enjoy at all these
amazing theme parks, let me tell you, it’s very
difficult to choose just one. Sea World, Movie World,
Wet’n’Wild and Paradise Country offer a multi-park
pass for around the $100 mark per person, or a yearly
mega pass to all 4 of these parks for $120.

Of course, you could just choose one of these parks
to attend - but which one will it be? Here’s my quick-
pick guide for the family: 

bridge Ed Parker Rotary Park.
http://watersportsguru.com/ 
Virtual Tour - https://vimeo.com/35874880

Dining and Live Entertainment 
Live music, standup comedians and endless

entertainment opportunities are always available at
Tweed’s well known Twin Towns. Along with a
beautiful, resort style accommodation with stunning
views of both the beach and the Tweed River mouth,
you can also enjoy the many taste bud-tantalizing
restaurants in the club itself.

With their jam-packed calendar guide, all you have
to do it pick the dates of when your favorite
entertainer is in town performing live at Twin Towns,
so when you are planning that long overdue family
holiday, it is worth visiting their web site, see who’s
performing, and when, in this exceptional resort.
Show and Stay package deals are available with a
complementary buffet breakfast at Signatures
Restaurant the next day.

Coolangatta and Tweed have so much to offer in
the dining and live entertainment experience, all you
have to do is get out and stretch your legs and
explore this trendy happening town, especially as
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View of the entrance from water level, as
Brooke and Amanda enjoy the snorkeling

near the entrance to the river, at
Ebenezer Park. 



Sea World Australia’s premier marine park is
most famous for its polar bears, dolphins, seals,
penguins, and sharks.

This educational, fun and exciting park has lots to
offer with rides, a water park, entertaining shows,
plus a stingray touch and feed enclosure. 

You can swim with the dolphins, and or in the
shark bay enclosure if you’re feeling daring.

Sea World offer helicopter rides over the coastline
and also offer their acclaimed whale watching tours. 

If all this is too much to handle in one day - you
can even stay at the Sea World Resort. 

http://seaworld.com.au/

Dream World Has it all for the thrill seekers. If
you are looking for a park that has everything, this is
it. From out of this world breathtaking rides, a wild
water park, educational animal encounters including
the famous Tiger Island, to even the Dream World
Motorsports Experience, where they celebrate legend
Peter Brock in all his glory. This is also where you
get to test your driving skills in the V8 Redline
Supercar Simulators. 

With so much more to see and do at Dream World
you will just have to explore this amazing place
yourself.

https://www.dreamworld.com.au/

Wet’n’Wild As the name suggests is a fun park
filled with watery attractions designed to exhilarate
the soul. With rides and attractions that cater for the
whole family, no one will be left high and dry.

http://wetnwild.com.au/

Warner Brothers Movie World Hollywood on the
Gold Coast has attractions to satisfy all levels of
adrenalin and fun seekers. Spend the day wondering
around the parks hopping from one crazy ride to the
next, but be sure to take some time out to watch the
shows and get a photo with your favourite movie star.

http://movieworld.com.au/

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary, David Fleay
Wildlife Park, Paradise Country Aussie Farm Tour,
Sea World and Dream World all offer fun educational
tours and shows. This is a great opportunity to get up
close and personal with the local wild life. Some of
these parks offer photo opportunities, hand feeding
and koala cuddles.

Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary have a fantastic

Tree Tops Challenge High Ropes Course, an
exhilarating 80 challenge canopy ropes course though
real Australian bushland. This is perfect for the
teenage kids and big kids like mum and dad in the
family.

Currumbin Tree Tops Challenge Virtual Tour -
https://www.cws.org.au/tree-top-challenge/

David Fleay Wildlife Park is dedicated to the
research, breeding and education programs that
David Fleay inspired. As David is no longer with us,
his team of volunteers and educated rangers keep his
legacy alive. This wild life conservation park is
located on the beautiful Tallebudgera Creek north of
Tweed Heads.

David Fleay Wildlife Park Virtual Tour -
https://youtu.be/1YZv0mx0l7A

Paradise Country Aussie Farm Tour has lots of
Aussie inspired fun to enjoy. Sheep sheering,
Stockman and Dog show, Stock Horse arena and
traditional billy tea and damper. They also offer a
lovely farm stay with a variety of accommodation to
choose from. Enjoy delicious food from their
beautiful farmhouse restaurant, and wine tastings,
too.

Paradise Country is also the home of the
‘Australian Out Back Spectacular’ show. This live
show delivers more drama, action, humour and
excitement than ever before, all with a three course
Aussie meal and drinks included.

Salute to the Light Horse Virtual Tour -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=za9ikWqEgAU
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=za9ikWqEgAU


Well known Big4 Tweed Billabong Holiday Park
has a lot to offer when it comes to entertaining the
kids. With the park’s own private billabong fed by
the nearby Tweed River, they host a number of water
activities the kids can enjoy like kayaking, standup
paddle boarding, jumping on the aquatic trampoline
and pontoon, fishing and lots more. Mum and Dad
can watch the kids from the beautiful deck of the
Kitchen and Lounge overlooking the billabong and
main playground.

Along with the billabong and heated pool, Big4
also have a special star attraction water park
playground for the kids to play in, named ‘Australia’s
Green Cauldron Waterpark’, inspired and sculptured
from the surrounding scenery of the Tweed. This is
Big4’s very own water park fun haven. 

Equipped with several impressive slippery slides,
massive water dump bucket, kiddies wading pool,
and ample room for mum and dad to lounge around
and cook up a barbie while watching the kids play.

With lots to enjoy in the park you may need to hire
one of their peddle cars to get around! 

Virtual Tour -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MuY3JClFH-c

If you head down Dry Dock Rd on Terranora Creek
you will find many more Holiday parks - too many to
mention in fact, but I’m sure there is a place for
everyone’s taste and budget.

Mount Warning - Wollumbin National Park Mountain
Hikes

Around 23 million years ago a shield shaped
volcano developed on the border of Queensland and
New South Whales. As the core of the volcano
cooled, it shrank and a jagged edge was left after
millions of years of erosion. This formed what we
know as Mount Warning and its surrounding areas
called The Border Ranges.

This volcano was first discovered and named by
the great navigator, Captain James Cook, on his epic
voyage of discovery in 1770.  Cook named the
mountain “Mount Warning” for the fact that he had
almost run aground in the HMS Endeavor at Point
Danger off the coast of northern ‘New South Wales’.
Sighting the massive mountain indicated a warning

Historical Society and Museum
If learning a little more about the Tweed Coast and

its colourful maritime history interests you, then a
trip to the Tweed Heads’ Historical Society and
Regional Museum would be quite educational. 

Please visit their website to confirm re-opening as
they are currently undergoing some refurbishments
and should be re-opening in July.

http://tweedhistory.org.au/
http://museum.tweed.nsw.gov.au/TheMuseum

Places To Stay
Tweed River and its surrounding waterways are

absolutely beautiful and tranquil, so I highly
recommend considering staying on a house boat
while visiting this stunning coastline, if that is your
style. 

Having the water at your fingertips gives you the
freedom to explore all there is to offer in your own
time. Waking up on the water is one of my most
favorite experiences, especially watching the sun rise
and sun go down with friends and family. 

With a few businesses in competition with each
other I can’t recommend just one in particular, but
take a look at what they have to offer and decide for
yourself. 

Some have extravagant houseboats in their fleet
with spas and sundecks, and some cater for the more
moderate, budget-friendly families. 

Whatever you decide on, be sure to take your
camera, binoculars, swimmers, snorkeling gear and
fishing rods as there is a world to explore and enjoy.

Location of Berger House Boats - 15 Holden
Street, Tweed Heads South NSW 2486  -
https://bergerhouseboats.com.au/

Location of Boyds Bay House Boat Holidays -
Tweed Marina, River Terrace, Tweed Heads NSW
2485 - http://www.goldcoasthouseboats.com/

If staying on the water is not your idea of relaxing,
then why not camp out under the stars or even in one
of Tweeds many caravan parks?

With so many caravan parks along the river I will
give you just a few locations to check out from North
to South.

Tweed Coast Holiday Parks have 7 parks to
choose from in the Tweed region, all of which are
located either on the beautiful river or on the
beachfront, so spending time on the water is never far
away.

Boyds Bay, Fingal Heads, Kingscliff North,
Kingscliff Beach, Hastings Point, Pottsville North
and Pottsville South all make up the locations of
Tweed Coast Holiday Parks.

Click on the link to see a virtual tour of each of
their stunning locations - http://www.tchp.com.au/
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Park) will take about 50 minutes through
lovely, winding mountainous roads.
Passing through the old town of
Murwillumbah, the Tweed River hugs
the road all the way up until the base of
Mount Warning.

Mount Warning National Park
summit hike is 8.8kms or around about
a 5 hour return walk depending on your
fitness level. The walk is a somewhat
challenging climb at times, with an
unstable rocky foot path towards the
end, with a chain link climb at an almost
60 degree ascent to the summit. If you
are sure-footed, you will make it to the
viewing platform where you will be well
rewarded by the astonishing 360 degree
views of stunning, rugged, heritage listed
mountain peaks. 

If you are game enough to climb to the
top for the sunrise, you will be greeted
by the first rays of sunshine to hit the
continent of Australia. 

Always hike properly prepared. You’ll
need plenty of water, a bite to eat, good
footwear, a watch to time your hike, a
warm jacket - as temperatures can drop
dramatically - especially during the
winter months. Make sure you take a
flashlight for those early starts or
unexpected late finishes down the
mountain, as it can get dark quickly,
especially if a storm decides to roll in.
So check the weather report to make
sure you pick a good day for hiking and
remember to always take your rubbish
with you.

If this sounds like it’s a bit out of your
league then the Lyrebird hiking track
might be more suited to your fitness
level and small children. Graded at a

level 3 hike, the 600m Lyrebird track takes you
through some pretty stunning sub-tropical rainforest,
enriched and abundant plant and wildlife so you are
sure to see some of the local bird and animal life. 

Remember walk quietly and listen for the Whipbird
calls. These calls are a two part song with the male
starting the call and the female answering back with a
two strike chirp, creating a beautiful whipping song.

If staying in this beautiful hinterland interests you
then perhaps staying at the Mount Warning
Rainforest Park might be worth investigating.

Nestled at the foothills of Mount Warning, this
rainforest surrounded camp style living is the perfect
get-away for any family, group or couple.

With rainforest cabins, river front cabins, powered
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of dangerous waters for all those sailing in the area.

The indigenous aborigines first named this area
Wollumbin. It has sacred significance to the
Bundjalung people with traditions and ceremonies
that surround this mountainous area. In their culture,
only the initiated are meant to climb this sacred place,
but it is not forbidden by law to climb Mount
Warning National Park Hiking trails - but please do
have respect for this amazing sub-tropical terrain.

The scenic drive from Tweed Heads to Mount
Warning (now named in the Wollumbin National
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Walking in Mount Warning National Park
Photo: Grenville Turner, Destination NSW



camp sites and un-powered camp sites with camp
fires allowed, there is a space for everyone to enjoy
in this wilderness camp ground.

The park offers Wi-Fi Zone internet connection, a
swimming Pool, TV games room and play areas,
amenities block, an arts gallery, tennis court, public
telephone, hot showers, coin operated electric
barbecues, coin operated laundry, baby sitting
services, access to the camp kitchen – with tables and
seating for 60 people together with fridge,
microwave oven, BBQ’s and sinks with hot water.

Take a dip in the Korrumbyn Creek; take a hike
through nature or book Yoga or Pilates classes with
resident Yoga instructor Julia. 

Julia has 20 years experience teaching fitness, Yoga
and Pilates; she now calls the Mount Warning
Rainforest Park her home.

For more information on the park head to
http://www.mtwarningrainforestpark.com/

NSW Fishing Permit and Size Limits
Before fishing, spear fishing, hand collecting,

trapping, netting any kind of fish, crustaceans, bait
etc in any body of water situated in NSW, you must
acquire a NSW recreational fishing permit by law. A
permit can be purchased online at -

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/recreational/recr
eational-fishing-fee

Please read the full details on this to save yourself
the danger of doing something wrong. 

You can also purchase a permit at most tackle
stores (and some petrol stations).

Size and catch limits are another thing that vary
from state to state so brush up on what is legal in the
area you intend to fish. Find out more at -
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/fishing/recreational/fishin
g-rules-and-regs

Fishing Tweed River, Beach, Estuary and Kayak
Fishing

Tweed River stretches as far inland past Mount
Burrell. It bends and winds around the rich fertile
volcanic banks and follows alongside Kyogle Road.

Now I can’t say I have done much freshwater
fishing in these parts, and most of my experience was
some years ago from my Aunt’s place at Cobaki. I
caught a few decent bass, but in recent years our
focus has been mainly on the lower estuary waters,
and the fantastic offshore fishing grounds. But since
we’ve been able to access some quality fishing kayaks
and suitable light tackle freshwater fishing outfits,
we’ve promised ourselves a trip right into the
headwaters of the Tweed. 

Getting onto shallow flats and into skinny estuaries
can be easier with a kayak rather than a tinny in some
cases, and this style of stealth fishing is a great way to
target flathead, bass, bream and whiting on lures and

soft plastics, as you can effortlessly glide right up to
the fish structure without spooking them.

So keep an open and curious mind about it, and be
aware some of the local fishermen have enjoyed
spectacular success, right up the ‘back’ of the Tweed
River. 

Organising The Bait Can Be Fun
In the past, one of my favourite things to do was to

head down to the beach and collect worms, pippies
and crabs for a fishing session to follow.

Now worming is not an easy task for everyone and
if you haven’t had a chance to try, you might be
better off buying worms from the bait shop. 

Collecting pippies is much easier; in fact, the kids
will have a ball digging them up either in the wash of
the ocean or finding that tell tail bump on the sandy
shore to dig up.

Nevertheless, this is a fun, interactive way for the
whole family to get out and enjoy a bit of bait
collecting and fishing.

Now why not use that fresh bait worms, pippies or
crabs and cast a line in where you see a gutter
formed on the beach? The shores of the Tweed Coast
produce a large variety of fish including whiting,
dart, tailor, flathead, bream, and jewfish by night.

If you head back into the estuary after collecting
fresh bait you will be sure to pick up bream, whiting,
flathead, trevally, tailor, even mangrove jacks to
name the most plentiful. Remember too - pumping
yabbies is another fantastic live-bait adventure to do
with the kids.

Kayaking Kirra Reef
If you have a kayak and you’re up for a little

excitement, get ready to pick a nice day when the
swell and wind predictions are down. Head on over
to Kirra Beach just north of Coolangatta Beach. This
fairly protected area can produce some fun fish to
catch at the right time of year including bonito, pretty
boys (also known as Watson’s leaping bonito), tailor
and even mackerel.

The plan is to beach-launch the kayak from
Roughton Park, Kirra Beach. If you check on Google
maps in the satellite view you will notice a small
dark shaded area about 300m off the shore of the
beach. This is where you are heading; 300m sounds
like a lot but when you’re there you can see it’s not
far past the gathering swell of the waves.

Whether I have been there in the boat or by kayak
we always seem to catch something here in the first
few hours of light in the morning. So being organised
and ready to fish is the key.

It’s not mandatory to have a sounder as the reef is
only about 10m deep at its best, and is very visible
from above. 
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I like to spin with metals for bonito and pretty boys
in this area of the reef. I have a mix of metals in
different sizes, colours, and shapes ready to try out,
usually tying on a 40g in something very silver or
baitfish colour first.

Casting out over the reef, letting it drop about 2-4m
and a fast retrieve, usually does the trick when
getting these speedy bullets interested. Mix it up
adjusting water depth and retrieval rate if you don’t
get a hook up in the first few casts.

Also berleying up can keep the fish interested and
in your area, but maybe only try this if you are in a
boat - as you could attract another kind of predator

that may be interested in taking a munch of your
kayak instead. 

I love catching bonito and pretty boys on light gear.
They pull lots of string, but mainly because they are
one of the best baits I have ever used for all
applications of saltwater fishing. We call them
chocolate for fish, the irresistible bait. 

Check bag and size limits for QLD and NSW on
these species. Remembering Kirra is in QLD, but it
depends on where your final destination is as to what
bag limit is allowed.

Boat Ramps
Some holiday parks have their own boat ramps

available to use which are usually in a protected
location making it easier to launch and retrieve your
boat. 
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Kennedy Drive ramp & park - an excellent
venue.

The Tweed River entrance is one of the most
unstable in Australia, where the entrance line can
- and does - change on a daily basis, and
invariably has a serious inner bar, as well as
another one well clear of the entrance’s rock
walls. V. scary! Just when you think you are
safely through the entrance . . . ‘they’ can be
standing up again, hundreds of metres out from
the walls.  It is no place for beginners. 
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- Cross current is very strong which makes it hard to
drive the boat on in some cases
- Entrance is on a very busy main road

The next ramp I suggest using is another ramp on
Terranora Creek 116 Dry Dock Rd, Tweed Heads
South. 

It is located less than 1km across the water from
the Kennedy Drive ramp. This is a good little ramp
that we have only used half a dozen times so I don’t
know too much about it.
Pros of this ramp are
- Duel lane ramp
- Easy reversing ramp
- Fish cleaning station
- Current doesn’t feel as strong at this ramp
- Easy access, quite main road to housing and
caravan parks
- Service stations and McDonalds just around the
corner
- Light directly at the ramp 
- 2 x Pontoons
- Small sandy patch to pull the boat up to if need be
- Toilets – hiding left of the ramp past the massive

shed
- Public pay phone
- Park, Shelter, Picnic seats
Cons of this ramp are
- Minimal parking – 12 spaces with trailers but more
room to park off road near the ramp
- Not sure how deep the ramp is for bigger boats -
Seems like a much shallower descent into the water
- No BBQs

The last ramp I have used in the past is the boat
ramp on Fingal Road at Fingal Head on the Tweed
River itself. Google maps are telling me 109 Fingal

If you are planning to use one of the few public
boat ramps let me share my opinion on the three we
use regularly.

The boat ramp located on Kennedy Drive, Ray
Pascoe Park on Terranora Creek is the boat ramp
that we use most of the time, mainly for the
convenience in location, but that’s not to say that this
is the best ramp to use in the area. 

We have launched all sorts of boats from this ramp
and have not had a problem with water depth even at
low tide. Even putting our friend’s 22.5ft Glacier Bay
back onto the trailer for the very first time, there
wasn’t any danger of hitting the bottom. On the other
hand, as there is usually a massive drop off at the end
of the ramp, so we had to be careful not to back the
trailer too far back so that the tyres dropped off the
end of the ramp. 
Pros of this ramp include
- Duel lane ramp
- Easy reversing ramp
- Sandy beach to move the boat to after you have
launched if need be
- Pontoon to pick up passengers
- Large fish cleaning station
- BBQs, Shelters, Playground
- Toilets
- Public pay phone
- BP servo when you come off the Highway from the
north
Cons of this ramp are
- Minimal parking – 15 spaces for trailers
- Ramp has a drop off at the bottom if you reverse
too far back
- No lighting for reversing in the dark

53Australian Boating



Road, Fingal Head but that is the house across from
the ramp. The ramp is in the same area as the sailing
club.

This is a very easy ramp to use but again we have
only uses it about half a dozen times. This boat ramp

has its own man made cove so virtually no tidal flow
pushes past the actual ramp, making it very easy to
launch and retrieve a boat from the trailer. 

It also has a decent descent into the water making it
easier for bigger boats to be retrieved. 

Fingal Heads is a pretty secluded little area so if
you need the service station, food or bait, make sure
to do it before heading to the ramp.

Pros of this ramp are
- Duel lane ramp
- Easy reversing ramp
- Over 50 parking spaces!
- Pontoon
- Sandy beach to pull the boat up to if need be
- No tidal current
- Light at the ramp and pontoon
- Toilets
- Great ramp for those staying in Fingal Head
Cons of this ramp are
- Little bit out of the way if you are situated in Tweed
- No pay phone at the ramp – there is one up the road
-No BBQs, Picnic Tables or Shelters

The Tweed Bar
Notorious in nature for its rough and dangerous

tidal flow, don’t be fooled by its nearing top of high
tide calm.

The Tweed Bar has earned its notorious reputation
since the days when the bar was formed back in
1891. Then the rock walls were extended in 1962 in
an attempt to stabilise the entrance. A continuous
sand pumper pumps sand back onto neighbouring
beaches to free up the river mouth and replace the
littoral ‘drift’ of sand on the long sweep of beaches
that run right through to Fraser Island. 

Only confident and very experienced boatowners
should attempt to cross this bar with a suitable craft.
Life jackets are compulsory through this particular
bar crossing, and it’s always recommended to radio
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into VMR (initially on VHF CHannel 16) when
heading offshore.

Research and local knowledge is the key having
confidence when choosing to run out through the
Tweed entrance. 

Like many bar crossings around Australia, there is
always a recommended line to take, but of course,
Mother Nature can change things in an instant and all
that you know can be thrown right out the window. 

So commonsense is needed when attempting any
crossing. Picking the right tides and weather
conditions all play a big part in heading offshore to
enjoy the reef(s), as does making the effort to get the
up-to-the-minute advice from the VMR people who
are literally overlooking the bar every day. 

If you feel this is way too daunting to handle by
yourself on holidays, head out with someone who
knows the area, otherwise booking a charter could be
the next best thing.

But with very few charters to choose from that
actually head out through the Tweed River mouth
(And doesn’t that speak volumes for the reputation of
this unpredictable and notoriously unstable river
entrance - PW) I suggest reading the reviews on each
of them carefully, to make up your own mind on who
to go with.

Offshore Fishing
I have fished the abundant offshore waters off the

Tweed mouth from the close inshore reefs all the way

out to the 50 fathoms and I can say that the array of
species is incredible.

With so many different types of fish in this location
I will give you a general idea of what to expect to
catch, some of these fish are seasonal and some are
residents all year round – jewfish (mulloway) trag
jew, snapper, yellow tail kingfish, amberjack, cobia,
pearl perch, types of trevally, types of mackerel,
types of tuna, tusk fish, blue bone, cod, tailor,
billfish, dolphin fish, etc.

I would certainly suggest figuring out what is
biting at the time of year you are in town, so that you
have some idea what to target offshore, so head into
one of the local tackle shops and ask them a few
questions on what’s biting. If you ask nicely about
GPS marks they may even give you some marks to
checkout too.

These are some marks freely displayed on the
internet and are not far from the bar these marks can
produce nice fish.

Fidos - 28.12.16 153.35.5
The Mud Hole - 28.10.280 153.36.650
NW Nine Mile - 28.10.289 153.36.310
Nine  Mile - 28.11.905 153.37.745
Kev’s 44T - 28.08.350 153.37.090
The Knob - 28.15.040 153.35.780
The Pinnacle - 28.14.610 153.36.330

I have also heard solid reports of massive giant
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Brooke with one of her favourite target species,
the big line-pullin’ kings ! But check the sea -
OMG, anglers pray for conditions like these -
especially off the Nine Mile on the Tweed
Coast. On its day, this reef is one of the most
productive in Oz, and especially amazing when
the diversity of possible fish species is taken
into account.



Tweed Coast Marine
Sale of new & used boats & outboard motors *
Mechanical repairs of all motor makes * Caravan
storage * Recreation vehicle storage * Boat storage 
* Electronic sales & fit-ups * Outboard & Inboard
repairs & service * Trailer repairs & service  * Boat
fit ups * Talk to Dan or Michael 
32 Machinery Drive
Tweed Heads South, NSW 2486
Phone (07) 5524 8877
http://tweedcoastmarine.com.au/index.html

BP Mobile Marine
Fully mobile boat mechanics * Boat and jet-ski

repairs * Warranties provided on services (if
approved by Yamaha & Mercury) * Talk to Paul 
Mobile: 0424 68 8285
http://www.localsearch.com.au/profile/bp-mobile-
marine/nsw/tweed-coast/ZERO

Vee Ate Marine
All Inboard Ski and Wake Boat Maintenance *
Engine Maintenance * Custom Repairs, Rebuilds and
Repowers * Wake Tower Installations * Insurance
Work * Custom Trailer Repairs, Servicing and
Modifications * NSW Maritime Authorised
BOATCODE Agent
19/21 Enterprise Ave
Tweed Heads South & NSW 2486
Phone: (07) 5513 1755 
https://www.localsearch.com.au/profile/vee-ate-
marine/nsw/tweed-coast/tweed-heads-south/j4e2

Scott Wischer Marine Services
Fully equipped mobile service  * Servicing of
outboards, stern drives, engines & trailers
* General boat maintenance * Engine & electronic
installs (fit-outs & fit-ups) * HIN inspections &
installs * Yamaha, Mercury & Suzuki Diagnostic
scan tools. Mobile: 0408 41 4342
http://www.localsearch.com.au/profile/scott-wischer-
marine-services/nsw/tweed-coast/tweed-heads/Ajyd

& The All Important Tackle & Local Info !

Drift Tackle and Takeaway
Live & frozen bait, tackle, rods, reels
NSW Recreational Fishing Licence
Located next to Scales Seafood
45 Kennedy Dr, Tweed Heads NSW 2485
Phone: (07) 5599 5520
https://www.truelocal.com.au/business/drift-tackle-
and-takeaway/tweed-heads

BCF Tweed Heads
All your boating, camping and fishing needs

trevallies caught here off the Tweed, so get ready to
hold on, because these guys can be around the 50kg
mark. Myth or not, it may be worth throwing a
popper around on 9 Mile Reef. Bi-catch to this
technique would be tuna, mackerel, kingies, etc.

9 Mile Reef is pretty big with a variety of water
depths, so sounding around this reef is the go.
Beware on a very low tide some of the reef can be
close to the surface, you will see this where the
waves are forming or even breaking at times.

Bottom bouncing a paternoster rig is a simple and
effective way to fish here, along with float lining, un-
weighted pillies and sending out live baits. These
techniques can produce good fish.

Soft plastics and micro jigging are also good ways
to test the waters over these reefs.

Trolling hard bodies and skirted lures also work
effectively on a variety of species like mackerel, tuna,
even GTs over 9 Mile Reef, too.

Heading out wider to the 36 Fathoms and beyond
is where I like to micro jig and heavy jig for pearl
perch, tusk fish, snapper, kingfish and amber jacks.
There is nothing wrong with bottom bouncing and
live baiting here as well. 

We have often visited the FAD that the Department
of Primary Industries put out every year. These
Fisheries Aggregating Devices, or FADs, are
strategically placed along the NSW Coast during the
warmer months. They are currently removed for
maintenance in the winter months but are a great
little structure to check out when the dollies are in
season. This one is located at -

Latitude (S): 28° 09.730’
Longitude (E): 153° 41.000’
Distance from Tweed Head Bar – 13.0km
Depth: 64m

I don’t do much trolling, so I can’t tell you much
about it, but AB Fishing Editor Aaron Concord has
promised to take Denis and I out in the new AB cat
which is being set-up with a complete suite of Reelax
outrigger systems – so we are really looking forward
to that.  

Just remember Cook Island is a marine sanctuary
zone so you cannot fish within the yellow buoy area.

Marine Centres
If you happen to need your outboard or jet-ski

serviced or repaired while on holiday, have no fear
mobile and workshop mechanics are available within
the area.
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20-26 Greenway Dr, Tweed Heads South NSW 2486
Phone: (07) 5513 1244
http://www.bcf.com.au/Stores/BCF-Tweed-Heads/388

Tweed Tackle & Marine
Frozen bait, tackle, rods, reels etc
NSW Recreational Fishing Licence
13 Greenway Dr, Tweed Heads South NSW 2486
Phone: (07) 5523 3535 
http://www.tackleandmarine.com.au/shop/

Anglers Warehouse 
The home of fishing tackle
Fishing store in Tweed Heads, New South Wales
1/64 Ourimbah Rd, Tweed NSW 2485
Phone: (07) 5536 3822
https://www.anglerswarehouse.com.au/

Bait N Go
24hr bait and tackle vending machine 
54 Minjungbal Dr, Tweed Heads South NSW 2486
122 Dry Dock Rd, Tweed Heads South NSW 2486
Phone: 1300 224 864 
http://www.baitngo.com.au/

Conclusion
So as you can see Tweed Heads, Tweed River and

its stunning hinterland  have much to offer with its
beautiful all year round temperatures. 

I’m sure that you and your family will not have
time to be bored when visiting this location on your
next holiday. So get out and enjoy the sun, surf, river,
parks, hinterland, food and entertainment on offer.

AB

Here’s a hot INTRO deal:
We’ll give new readers SIX issues

for $12 - that’s just 2 bucks
each - as a special intro offer - so

you can follow Brooke’s fishing
adventures on a tablet, laptop,

PC or smart phones every month.

Stay ‘Hooked on
Brooke’ In AB 
Every Month!

How? Easy -
just phone Mary on (07) 5502 8233

or email her your address and phone
number to subs@ausboatmags.com.au
- and she’ll do the rest, starting the very

next issue. Hey, it’s not a biggie - just do it!
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Another Man’s Boat

OCEANCRAFT
6.0m MPV*
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*MPV = Multi Purpose Vessel, and that’s exactly what this
exceptional cylinder craft is all about. It is (in this case) a dive
boat firstly, as well as a very sophisticated fishing craft, a
remote country explorer and a family ‘hack’ when tubing,
BBQs, warm sand, cool water and lots of sunshine combine.
And it just happens to be one of the ‘softest’ 6.0m cats. Ever.
As well as being the best in class for safety and extreme,
rough water conditions. PW has this special report. 
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Long-term readers will remember F&B had a
2.8 m Oceancraft as the primary fishing

platform with the big 7.6 metre expedition
trailerboat, Far-Away.

This was our first real experience of Mike Jessop’s
Oceancraft design, build and general philosophy, and
to say it was eye-opening, could be the
understatement of the decade. The dory, such a little
thing in real terms it lived in the cockpit of Far-
Away, was inch by inch the most seaworthy, safest
and most stable 2.8 m deep-vee fishing dory (or
‘tinny’

if you will) we have ever known – before or since.
Indeed, we practically lived in the 2.8m Oceancraft
when we were up north, as Far-Away was the
mothership, anchored securely, and blissfully free of
scales, fish gunk – and their associated smells.
Interestingly, although it has just become a trendy
new development, we were running the dory’s Minn
Kota trolling motor wholly off its special solar power
panel (over the Honda outboard) back then. 

So we have been Oceancraft enthusiasts for some
time, and more than most, I guess, understand why
Mike Jessop is so passionate about his craft (pun
intended). As an expert diver, Mike has fully worked
his boats in a weird and wonderful variety of
situations and seen them come through with flying
colours. Similarly he’s stayed in contact with many
buyers who have purchased Oceancraft for remote
expedition adventures, and again, shared the
satisfaction and enthusiasm these owners have had
for his Oceancraft.

The Six Metre Oceancraft MPV
Mike will be a bit annoyed at me calling this

“MPV” when in fact it’s called the 6.0 m Caloundra
class Oceancraft – but that doesn’t really put it out
there for what this Oceancraft is all about. 

This is an extraordinary, multi-purpose vessel. With
a 30° deep-vee hull bottom supported by two massive
side cylinders, it does give authenticity to Mike’s
claim the Oceancraft is like a trimaran at rest, and an
incredibly deeply-veed mono ‘soft rider’ underway.
Of course, no other mono could carry a 30° bottom
unless it had the two big cylinders to support it when
it came down off the plane – presuming of course, it
could ever get on the plane with such a deeply veed
hull shape. 

Have no doubts about this – the side buoyancy
chambers are not just there for stability – they form
an integral part of the boat’s hydrodynamics –
especially taking off and coming down off plane.  

With a hull weight of 750kg over a longish

OCEANCRAFT 6.0 MPV
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no safer rig for the family, no better boat for the diver
clonking in, out and around the boat with their lead
belts, scuba tanks and all the accoutrements of a dive
trip – and for the fisherman? He gets the softest
riding 6.0 m plate alloy in the business with a ‘go
anywhere’ capacity like no other.

It’s rated for outboards to 170hp, but it rarely needs
this much unless it’s carrying divers, but I can see
140-150s being a very good fit.  

Obviously, Oceancraft are not for everybody, but
on the other hand, it occupies a niche where it is head
and shoulders above all other pretenders in this class
– and it has to be said, especially the soft inflatables.
As Jessop likes to point out, why would anyone pay
thousands and thousands of dollars for an inflatable
made of soft, rubbarised fabrics, which has to be
replaced more often than the promoters will admit,
given the fabric’s susceptibility to work-failure in the
Australian sun – especially in the north – for any
length of time.

He’s got a point, and we can certainly vouch for the
veracity of Oceancraft’s claims for their soft riding
qualities, incredible stability, rugged, go anywhere
durability and the all-important question in the world
of pneumatic boating – its longevity.

AB
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waterline length, and cylinder buoyancy when taking
off or carrying a load, the Oceancraft planes easily,
and runs very efficiently in terms of power –
especially so considering the hull shape. But make no
mistake about this; the Oceancraft is not an
experimental rig by any means. 

Hundreds of cylinder craft have now been built by
several manufacturers in Australia and New Zealand.
The results are in, and in this case, Mike Jessop has
the runs on the board and a better understanding of
how these craft work than almost anybody else on
the planet.

Again, in defence of my description of this
Oceancraft as being a true “MPV” I truly believe that
what makes this boat so special is the pragmatism
involved. As a dive boat it’s first-class – rated for up
to 10 people. As a fishing boat it can truly go
anywhere, and in virtually any conditions
whatsoever, and remain as safe as a bank – well,
perhaps safer than a bank given that most people
worry about banks these days, don’t they? 

The point is this: whether it’s for fishing, diving,
exploring remote country, or take the kids up the
river for a morning pulling tubes, there is probably

OCEANCRAFT 6.0 MPV
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These are fast-changing times. More than ever,
families have to be mindful that some things are just
plain fraught with problems, unjustifiably expensive,
sometimes an outright con. Or doomed to failure.
Knowing who to trust, situations to avoid and
projects that work, is a key element in going forward
with confidence. 

As much as anything else though, it is having
someone minding your back; having a reference
source you can trust to clear the air, and get the facts. 

Peter Webster has been doing this for years. He’s
controversial, opinionated and only knows one way to
tell it. 

But when you are trying to decide whether a $19K
Mercury is better than a $18K Yamaha, or you need
to check the facts about that ‘great value’ 1980s
Mariner cruiser  . . or whether that ol’ Signature
2250 is worth refurbishing, or need to compare a
Quintrex to a Sea Jay . . .  who better to call?

As a subscriber, you can call PW for a yarn, or
email him anytime you need another opinion. In
turn, if he doesn’t know, he’ll say so - but he’s got the
contacts, the people, the real experts he calls on to get
the sort of back-up you need when that decision has
to be  made. 

It’s the AB difference.

When knowledge and reliable
information are needed to trump
doubt and worry, a subscription

to AB is a real comfort.

Just $61.00 for 12monthly issues

Phone Orders: You can phone your order
through to Mary Webster (07) 5502 8233
during office hours for complete peace of
mind, security wise - and usually be set-up
within the hour, with a unique Subscriber
number, and instant access to the latest
magazine(s) and the entire SEA Library.

Australian Boat Mags Pty Ltd
ABM 34 167 221 114

11 Tomah Street, Pacific Pines, 
Queensland 4216

P  (07) 5502 8233

E  subs@ausboatmags.com.au
W  www.australianboatmags.com.au

For start-up AB readers who like
what they see, but are still not
quite convinced . . .
We know reading on a screen takes a bit of
getting used to. It IS different to print, we get
that. We also know it takes 3-4 issues to get
used to it, and up to half a dozen issue to like it.
So here’s the deal:  Purchase the next SIX
issues of Australian Boating for just $12, and
let’s grow again together. Same team, same
editorial integrity - and now with video, too. 

Tom Burton’s
GOLD MEDAL In Rio Heads
Great AST Medal Results !

� 354 Pages + Videos, 33 Feature Articles = A Great Summer Read
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� Best of 2016?
The Riviera 4800 Sports Yacht

Best Of AB 2016 $19.95

The BEST
Of AB
In 2016

Parts 1-3: Successfully Buying Your First Cruiser

� Cruisers in 2016: There’s Never 
Been A Better Time To Buy 

� 2016: We’re
Fishing Wider,
Deeper Than
Ever

� 2016:
Year Of The
Foiler

FREE  . . with every
new 12 month
subscription:
Our ‘catch-up’ e-mag: 
The Best Of AB
In 2016
Awesome 350 page
production that is literally
the best contributors,
features and events of
2016. Great value & read. 
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AB-TV
AB’s terrific round-up
of what’s new in the
world of boats,
inshore and offshore
fishing, marine
engines, 4WDs and
the top national
sporting events. 

Boat Tests You can believe. Backed by 40 years experience
boating in all conditions, in all sorts of boats around Australia. 
International Marine Developments As the ‘global village’ gets
smaller, and trade relations change with today’s currency and
political dynamics, it’s more important than ever for Oz
boatowners to keep abreast of overseas trends, new
technologies and product releases. AB provides the concise
coverage you need to stay informed.
Composite GRP & Plate Alloy Projects Few people have PW’s
experience and knowledge in this vital boat building sector.
Editor and principal author of the reknown six-book “Plate Alloy
Boats of Australia” series, his work continues in AB in all forms
of boat construction.
Cats & Monos Widedly regarded as the most experienced
powered cat marine journalist, cat owner, and author of the
definitive “Powercats Of Australia” PW’s the right man to have in
your team if you have any sort of power cat in your mind’s eye.

� It’s Brilliant: The New 2017 Beneteau 6 Barracuda

� Special Report: The Fascinating 30° Deep Vee Oceancraft 6000

AB
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AB July 2017 #248 $11.95 rr

� Brooke Takes Us
On A Family 

Holiday Tour Of 
Her Tweed

Coast

� We Continue To Ask
The Hard Questions:

Which Are The Softest
& Most Stable -

MMoonnooss  oorr  CCaattss??

at www.australianboatmags.com.au

                                                                     AB’s              Electronics 
     Today

                AB’s                ENGINE ROOM
                            
Go Fishing

With Aaron Concord

Hooked
On
Brooke

with Brooke Frecklington

            AB’s                     4WDs Trailers 
 & Towing

with
Peter Webster

We live in YOUR boating 
& fishing world . . .

Click on pic to
see video

AB’s
Ship

Chandlery

https://youtu.be/hGXjxzDc9fM


also have not only my son for the complete
second week, but my sister’s 2 children for a few
days too. 

Darcy, my son, is starting to enjoy a bit of
fishing. My sister’s children, Ella and Wyatt, are
both going towards being as hung up on the
sport as their Fishing Editor Uncle! My brother is
seeing his middle child, Reid, and youngest child,
Rylee, enjoying it too. Madisson, the eldest, can
take it or leave it. 

Which is just as well for our little trip! My
brother’s boat isn’t the biggest boat in the world,
however, at about 14-15 old fashioned feet of
‘glass runabout with an old 70hp 2hp banger on
the back, it represents a size that for most
families is about as big as they can afford to buy,
run, or store in their yard or underground car spot
under an apartment complex.

We picked Tuesday 4th of July to go and have
a day out on the Broadwater. I had pushed for
the day earlier, as the barometric pressure and
the wind direction were both much more
favourable for chasing whiting, flathead and
bream, than the Tuesday, but it just couldn’t be
done, so we had to settle for the runner-up day. 

I should explain, that the Monday’s forecast
was for very light SE-E winds and the barometric
pressure was still rising. Tuesday’s report had me
at odds as soon as NW winds were discussed,
as they are associated with a falling barometer.
My true feelings about fishing in NW winds are a
bit vulgar, but suffice to say, if you are fishing in
SE QLD and that wind direction is predicted, it’s

Over the mid-year holidays that my son
and his other school mates just enjoyed, one
thing I had hoped to do, was to take him
fishing. 

Not just drowning backyard earthworms for
salmon tailed catties, that the Logan River at the
section where I live has by the gross. No, I
wanted to treat them to a proper attempt at
saltwater fishing, and I was hoping that my
younger brother Mathew, might be able to
facilitate this thought coming to fruition.

As it turned out, he was taking parts of the
second week off work for his family, so I would

                            
Go Fishing

With Aaron Concord

School Hols: Taking my son
and his cousins, fishing.  
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Wyatt, Ella and Darcy with their soft plastic 
shads that they coloured themselves.
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have a try wouldn’t be a bad idea. 
When I showed Darcy, Ella and Wyatt what

you could do to the lures, they went at it hard! I
had different coloured and contrast lures all over
the lounge room. To top it off, once done, I
videoed their ‘testing’ of the lures in our in ground
pool! They were having a ball. My hope was to
now get them on a patch of flathead to try out
their very individual lures on the real thing 

So, with lures all coloured up, rods picked out
and tackle selected, we made sure we were
ready to go early on Tuesday to meet up with my
brother Mat.

I ferried Darcy, Ella and Wyatt down the Coast
and met up with Mat and his family. 

We loaded the boat, which gave me a bit of
déjà vu, as it was a regular weekend ritual for me
as a kid growing up. 

We launched as planned from Logan Creek,
and shot across from the pontoon that the boat
was tied up to, just prior to our arrival. 

My brother Mat surfs, and he uses the boat to
get to the surf break on South Stradbroke Island
more safely. Funny, because this would pop as a
topic later in the day. 

The pontoon is below Mat’s mother-in-law’s
apartment block, just south of Runaway Bay. As
it turns out, there’s a pretty productive saltwater
yabby bank straight across from the apartments. 

Mat and I ferried over 5 out of the 6 kids, and
started pumping, as the tide hit bottom just as we
got there. We were running late, which also
meant that the shot of getting the kids a proper

going to be a tough day on the water!
What I had hoped for, was that locally, by the

afternoon, the NW wind would die back and
either go millpond, or a light NE sea breeze
would kick in. It doesn’t always happen. It’s just
what I deduced from the weather charts, and as
it turned out, it did just that. 

But I am getting ahead of myself.
As part of trying to find different and interesting

things to keep the kids active over the holidays
(so poor ole nana doesn’t go mad), I happened
to stumble across some soft plastic lures by
Savage Gear, that are either pearl white or clear
with some glitter through them. Now, the packet
has a heap of permanent markers in it, so that
you can colour your paddle tail or curly tail plastic
yourself. 

I figured, if we were going to go for a fish, and
make it in time to be able to fish the last hour or
2 of the runout tide for flathead, then letting my
son and his cousins loose on a sandbank to
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Above:  The kids finished lures.
I let them figure out some

colours for themselves the first
couple rounds. I also showed

them some consistent flathead
colours, like pink, grey over

white belly etc. 

Left:My brother Mat, and his
son, Reid, pumping yabbies.

Note that the colour of the sand
is the same that is pumped out
compared to the top layer. We

tend to do best with this tone of
sand for the local yabbies.



attempt at a flathead with their self-coloured soft
plastics, was pretty much not going to happen
today. Good thing is the flathead fishing is only
going to improve, and those lures will be ready to
go on the better tides for them.

So instead, the focus shifted to gathering
enough baits so that everyone had a good
chance of at least catching something, especially
if there was puffer fish and undersized fish pulling
baits apart.

Getting the yabbies is an art in itself.
Depending on where the water level is, and what
the water temp is like, can have an impact on
how far up a dry bank you go, or if you need to
be in the water pumping, to get numbers. 

Also, they certainly don’t like really dark sand
or mud, nor sand with a lot of heavy shell through
it. Beige coloured sand, that isn’t bone dry,
seems to cough up the best numbers. It’s also a
surprise at how some banks I have pumped
since a kid seem to still yield numbers as solid as
they did 30+ years ago. They must be very
prolific spawners. 

Mat and his son Reid, put about 60 or so in the

bucket in good time, so we loaded the whole
crew up in the boat again, and headed for the
southern beach on Wavebreak Island. Yeah, that
island where the Gold Coast mayor, and an
international developer, wanted to put a cruise
ship terminal. 

We hid out of the dying NW’er on the beach,
ate our lunches, and then got to some serious
fishing.

As it turned out, the SW corner of Wavebreak
Island has a reasonable drop off that is within
easy casting range of everyone bar our smallest
angler. To be honest, if any of the kids were just
getting puffers, they’d ask me to give their rig a
better cast into deeper water that had more
current flow.

There was a steady stream of puffers, baby
whiting and small bream. Still, for the lack of
quality, the kids were having a blast. 
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School Hols: Taking my son and
his cousins, fishing.  

Notice the strainer I have for the bucket? Having
the yabbies in the strainer aids when needing to
do a water change, plus it keeps them out of the
effluent that can build up on the bottom too. This
was a bucket designed for keeping livebait alive. I
got it about 10 years ago. It's called the Anglers
Bucket Mate. Not sure if it's still available, but it's
worth its weight in gold for keeping baits alive.

Darcy, Rylee and Ella all having a 
fish as the day gets shorter and 

the tide floods in. 



My brother shot back to the apartment block to
pick up my sister-in-law, Shonndell, so she could
have some time on the sand with us. It also
meant that whenever one of the kids got a bit
tired in the arms from fishing, they’d go running
around on the sand with her. As I said, they were
having a blast.

In amongst the little whiting, and while I was
baiting up for the 39th time, Darcy let out a yelp. I
turned around to see his little rod bent flat, as
whatever he hooked gave him a bit of a touch up
on his short rod. It was an average size bream of
about 25cm. Not massive, but he did very well at
not creating any slack line while fighting it. I was
really proud of him, cause his cousins have all
managed to get to do a lot more fishing than he
has until now. 

There was a bit of shock that came over his
face, when a bit of blood came out of the bream’s
gills, as it had somehow swallowed the little circle
hook I like the kids to use. As it was his fish, I

Australian Boating 69

explained that it was his choice to let it go or to
keep it, knowing that if kept, it would be eaten.
Eaten? What? Yep, so I had to explain where did
he think his salmon fillets come from? 

All the while, the bream was in the water, but
showing no ability to recover. Darcy DID want it
released, and I tried. I showed him how, if a fish
WAS to recover, the action we use to revive a
tired fish. But it was to no avail. 

It was certainly an interesting ‘life and death’
speech. I also explained to the kids why my
decisions to fish lures are based on better
release stats, and that if bait fishing, why those
little chemically sharpened circle hooks are the
best option, as gut hooking happens a lot, and a
lot less with the non-offset models. As they say,
there’s method to the madness.. 

The rest of the afternoon was just divine. We
all soaked up the warmth of the rays in the dim
afternoon light. Mat took Shonndell and Reid
home first, and the remaining crew went for a
burn around the front of Wavebreak to show the
kids the ocean. 

As we got around the front, we saw a rescue
chopper come into land on the northern wall of
the Southport Seaway. Mat decided to go over
for a closer look, which is when we saw the first
surfer paddling across the Seaway.  

Even in the very good conditions, picking out a
surfer in their full-length black steamer suit was
difficult. It’s why Mat and his mates use their
boats to get them over to South Straddie.
Strewth! There’s a perfectly good ferry service
going most days, but there’s just a lot of surfers
who won’t pay the measly ticket price, probably
cause they are a) being tight fisted with their
money, or b) probably don’t think it’s cool to use
the ferry. 

I got a couple of images, but trying to pick out
a board rider in failing light is damn hard. The
boat that runs one over and kills one, will be
called for everything, “cause Johnny was such a
sweet boy who never hurt anyone, blah blah
blah”. Johnny should have had the sense not to
be paddling across an ocean entrance on a surf
board!

We got close enough to have a look at the
chopper, but we don’t know if it was training
exercises or a surfer hurt, that caused the
chopper to land where it did.

Running back into the Broadwater, as the day
was coming to its end, I looked at the smiles on
my nieces and nephew’s faces, along with my
son’s. I thought that if this is what winter has in
store for us, roll on spring!
AB

My brother's youngest,
Rylee, with one of the

many diver whiting that
came through en-masse

as the tide pushed
through the channel.



It’s been another busy month for the AB team, not
helped by yours truly going down with a severe cold
in the beginning, which needless to say, I managed to
pass on to all those who work on projects such as the
AB 540! So by the time I recovered, of course boat
builder Tony Bramich and his crew started going
down, too. 

On a more serious note, Tony and his team are very
close to finished, with only bits and pieces to install
before the last leg of his part of the project, sanding
and lacquering. However before we can get to that
stage it was my responsibility to round up  the Reelax
gear, so we could drill holes for the rod holders hither
and yon, plus figure out where we are going to install
the beautifully built Reelax T-Topper outrigger bases

– another two holes that have to be finished off and
lacquered before they are finally installed. Adele
from Reelax did a terrific job getting all the gear
down to Tony’s shop as we have to do quite a bit of
head scratching before we drill holes for the Reelax
helmsman and passenger chairs as well as the fishing
gear.

Another big item on the list for us to finish off
before lacquering the aluminium, concerned the
Stressfree winch we’re installing. We all agreed that
while the measurements look okay, and we think that
the bow spirit is a suitable length to allow the anchor
to retract properly, will all be a lot happier when we
can plonk said Stressfree winch onto the winch plate
and eyeball the result.

As it happened, Stressfree’s well-known
proprietors, Dean and Shauna Forster were working
hard travelling between their Adelaide base and the
Melbourne Boat Show, so we had a week or two with
them, and finally the winch, in transit. But it all went
well, and the winch duly arrived late last week. Next
week it will feature in our on-site conference as we
do a bit of old-fashioned “thumb and squinting”
positioning this powerful winch. But that’s just the
beginning too, as the installation process for the
winch is closely entwined with the development of
the electrical system for the cat, which is running
concurrently with the project.

We’re also expecting the AMW (All Marine
Windows) windscreen and front cabin hatch next
week, but we now have the Survey approved positive
foam flotation in the shed ready to be shaped, cut and
positioned under the cockpit sole to provide the
positive floatation required under the ABP rules and
regulations. 

So it looks like we’re in for a couple of very busy
weeks as the Project gets closer to the water!
AB
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AB’s Project Boats Policy - The AB team tries to maintain
‘project boats’ principally to ensure the editorial team is able to keep

up with today’s rapidly changing boating world. 
It allows us to form our own conclusions, develop factual

reference information for readers, and most importantly, get a “feel”
for the different products we bolt on to what becomes a test bed.

More often than not, you cannot learn about new products or  new
technology from a press release, an email, a brochure - or a 30

minute zoom ‘around the bay’ in perfect weather. In the past, the
boats were kept anywhere from  6-24 months, depending on their
complexity, effectiveness, usage, cost, and how much interesting
editorial we could develop for our readers. From 2017, we’ll be

taking the projects more slowly, over much longer periods.

AB’s Y-2017 

Project
Logbook
AB’s New 5.40m Cat Project Moving To

The Fitting out Stage

Aluminium boat builder and ally
fabricator Brumb’s Marine’s Tony
Bramich, working on AB’s cat - and
restoring some order and progress to
what has been a  difficult build program. 
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Below: Live bait tank and lure cupboard coming
along, with dual battery locker under footrest.
Right: Completely re-built outboard wells and
side shelves - we’re gettng there, now!

Australian Boating



This month, as we publish AB between the
Melbourne and Sydney Boat Shows, and a month or
so out from Brisbane, we’re producing a one-off
special edition of the AB Chandlery in conjunction
with the folk at BLA, Australia’s biggest marine
wholesaler and importer of just about everything to
do with boats . . with a catalalogue of goodies that
will leave most boatowners with palpitations. 

They also have one of the biggest Trade Shows in
the industry happening in a few days time, and as
part of that process (releasing their hottest new
products) we’re doing our own mini-version of their
Trade Show. We remind readers that all this stuff is
available from just about every marine dealer in OZ.

All right then, credit cards at the ready? Lets do it!

“When it comes to superior sound performance and
connectivity, Clarion Marine Systems offer an
extraordinary audio and entertainment experience,” said
Wood.

The latest Clarion products are the All New CMS4 and
M606 – the Benchmark for Multiple Zone Support 

Simplified 4 Zone Audio Controls with M606
With the M606 Marine Radio, a boat can take

advantage of 4 independent audio zones each with its
own volume, equalizer, balance and HPF controls. The
M606 features a single source audio selection that can
be distributed in up to 4 zones allowing for discreet audio
controls and configuration. Whether you want your deck
to be playing melodies at a reasonable level or your
wake towers to be blaring for all to hear, each can be
controlled and configured to a specific volume level with
3 bands of tuning. 

Being more selective with the CMS4. . .
While being able to distribute audio to up to 4 zones

with the M606 creates a compelling solution for large
vessels, some vessels require the ability to go a few
steps further. For a vessel that requires independent
sources in addition to the standard audio controls, you
can step up to the CMS4 Marine Black-box which
features an industry-first 4 independent audio zones with
4 simultaneously configurable sources. With 4
independent sources, each being distributed to 4 audio
zones, you can enjoy standard FM radio in one section,
USB/iPod® on the main deck, Pandora in the galley and
an auxiliary audio source at the back of the boat
simultaneously.

Getting it all under control with remotes
After selecting the best audio system to fit the usage

requirements and the size of the vessel, it is time to think
about how you will establish controls in each of those
vessel sections. The M606 features a single remote input
that can be split multiple times allowing for all 4 zones to
be controlled from different sections of the boat. With the
CMS4, we feature 4 remote inputs granting zone control
for each of the 4 available zones.
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Now Open For Your Info!**

AB’s
Ship

Chandlery

BLA appointed exclusive marine distributor for
Clarion Marine Systems

BLA is excited to announce the addition of another
industry-leading name to its stable of world-
renowned brands.

“We are extremely pleased to be partnering with
Clarion Marine Systems, with their superb technology
and advanced, rugged, all-weather marine products they
have earned a strong reputation in the global market,”
advises David Wood, Director – Product.

New Humminbird® Technologies 

Deliver clearest imaging ever and bring fish-hiding
structure to life, like never before.

The now iconic Humminbird HELIX units offer more
industry-leading technologies with exclusive new
Humminbird innovations designed to deliver better, more
usable information about what lies below the surface.
The next generation HELIX® series boast models that
features MEGA Imaging™ with CHIRP digital sonar,
AUTOCHART® Live vegetation and bottom hardness
mapping, and Bluetooth connectivity.

MEGA Imaging™ with CHIRP digital sonar delivers
unprecedented detail  

With a sonar frequency nearly 3-times greater than
traditional 455 kHz frequencies, Humminbird is the first to
take fish-finding sonar to the megahertz range, resulting in
the clearest, sharpest underwater views. The quantum leap
to megahertz frequency provides vastly improved MEGA
Side Imaging and MEGA Down Imaging, giving anglers a
clear choice when it comes to underwater sonar. 



AUTOCHART® Live expands with vegetation and
bottom density mapping  

When Humminbird first introduced AUTOCHART Live
in 2015, it allowed anglers to map the depth of their
favorite body of water, revealing some of the best hiding
places for fish. No longer constrained by outdated paper
maps or tribal knowledge, it was a step forward for
fishermen everywhere. Now, Humminbird has expanded
this technology even further. 

In addition to mapping depth, AUTOCHART Live now
gives anglers the ability to map aquatic vegetation and
changing bottom hardness. This is regarded as the
"trifecta" in essential information, since fish relate so
specifically to depth, weed lines and transition points in
bottom type - for example where a soft bottom meets
hard sand or rocky structure. 

Bluetooth® connects everything  
Select new HELIX units for 2017 also feature built-in

Bluetooth, which allows users to sync their smartphones
and other devices, delivering text messages, missed
calls, signal strength and battery life right on the
Humminbird display. It creates a flawless on-board
network of electronics and connectivity. 

The HELIX second generation networking (G2N) family
consists of four screen sizes (7-inch, 9-inch, 10-inch and
12-inch), with each size offering three CHIRPing sonar
model options - GPS 2D sonar, GPS 2D sonar/Down
Imaging®, and GPS 2D sonar/Side Imaging®.
Regardless of the model selected, all three sonar
elements CHIRP. Exclusive to the G2N models, each one
includes AUTOCHART Live vegetation/bottom hardness
and Bluetooth capability. MEGA Side Imaging™ and

MEGA Down Imaging™ can only be found on the GPS
2D sonar/Side Imaging HELIX 9, 10 and 12 G2N models. 

The HELIX second generation (G2) family consists of
two screen sizes (5-inch and 7-inch), each one offering
the same CHIRPing sonar model options as the G2N.
The G2 units are now equipped with AUTOCHART Live,
an update over the first generation HELIX models. For
the value-conscious angler, three select G2 units have an
upgraded user-interface-only.  The G2 family models are
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New OceanLED Underwater Lights - Perfect
for small to medium sized vessels.

OceanLED Sport S3116s is the perfect underwater
LED light for fishing and cruising in small and
medium sized boats. 

Packing an impressive 9,800 lumens into a low profile,
compact design with Midnight Blue and Ultra White light
options. Advanced optics, designed exclusively by
OceanLED, offer a truly striking 90˚ surface beam angle
with a focused 20˚ side beam angle providing greater
water penetration and a significantly larger area
illuminated without any loss.

Features:
• 9,840 Lumens / 5,000 Fixture Lumens - Best-in-

class performance from this ultra-bright light makes it the
obvious choice for those who want to stand out from the
crowd.

• 90˚/20˚ Beam Angle - A true wide-angled, focused
beam lights up a large area of the water.

• Compact and simple design - Made from corrosion
resistant Alu Bronze, there is a lot packed into this 10cm
light. Installation needs only a small, 1/2” (12.5mm) hole
in the hull to feed the cable through and 3 screws in
place. No bonding required.

• Easy to clean - Thanks to its Tritonium coating, a
simple wipe of the lens removes any underwater growth
saving hours of scrubbing each time you use it.

• Fish-Strobe Mode - Exceptionally bright, randomised
strobing of the light is proven to attract more fish and
catch more bait.

not networkable and do not include the new MEGA
imaging or Bluetooth technologies, however all models
allow registered users to receive software updates when
available. The new units are also compatible with
Navionics® Gold.

All units feature an updated operating system and allow
for gimbal mounting, or in-dash mounting with an optional
kit. International models support 200/50kHz. Optional 50
kHz transducers are available for extreme deep-water
use.  
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The new Minn Kota range: Re-designed for
a new revolution.
The new Minn Kota range has created global
excitement. The new models feature a host of
improvements across the range including:
1.Innovative enhancements to i-Pilot and i-Pilot Link
systems - including all-new remotes and the most
accurate Spot-Lock ever, making them even more
powerful and versatile.
2.New Terrova and Riptide Terrova motors. The
award-winning motors are now smarter, tougher, and
better. These improvements deliver anglers increased
functionality and performance when it’s needed most
- redefining the industry’s best-in-class electric steer
trolling motor.
3.New PowerDrive motors – rugged and reliable

Riptide PowerDrive trolling motors have been
made even better with a host of improvements.

The new Minn Kota i-Pilot Link Systems key features
include:
• Remote: Compact design with larger full-colour
touchscreen LCD
• Reinvented Spot-Lock: New hardware and
software algorithms combine to create the most
accurate GPS anchor ever
• Jog Mode: Move your current Spot-Lock position
five feet to the left or right, forward or backward, with
the simple push of a button
• Bluetooth wireless communication
• Phone App: Trolling motor controls and software
updates (iOS and Android)
• Circle: Select a position, dial in an offset distance,
and travel around your selected location in a circular
direction at the speed of your choice



• Virtual Remote: Control speed, steering, Spot-
Lock and Advanced AutoPilot directly from your
Humminbird (Ethernet models).

The new Minn Kota i-Pilot System key features
include:

• Remote: Larger LCD screen and more intuitive
controls
• Reinvented Spot-Lock: New hardware and
software algorithms combine to create the most
accurate electronic GPS anchor ever
• Jog: Move your current Spot-Lock position five feet
to the left or right, forward or backward, with the
simple push of a button
• Bluetooth wireless communication
• Phone App: Trolling motor controls and software
updates (iOS and Android)

The new Riptide and Terrova Riptide motor key
features include:

• Lift-Assist allows you to stow Terrova by barely
lifting a finger
• Reinvented Spot-Lock with activation on foot
pedal
• Heading Sensor – recognises changes in the
boat’s heading due to wind and current, and
communicates with the i-Pilot/i-Pilot Link system to
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Trade enquiries welcome - especially from the
fishing tackle sector. FOC for the 2017-18 FY.
Curated by PW, smaller, unusual marine products
and family businesses welcome, priority given to
Australian Made products. 

HydroTab Trim Tabs now available from BLA.
BLA have recently added HydroTab interceptor-style 
trim tabs to their range. Hydrotab trim tabs are an
innovative patented trim system designed for 
maximised efficiency and optimisation 
of boat control and characterised by 
absolute simplicity and robustness. 
HydroTab’s trim tab interceptors are 
designed to operate in the harsh sea 
environment, and improve your boat cruising 
experience. HydroTab tabs give instant lift, give
increased safety 
in bad weather, give enhanced fuel economy and
improved boat control.

The motion of the interceptor tab is achieved through
a high resistance bladder which is expanded
pneumatically. This simple idea allows a very simple 
and open to the sea water mechanism without any
sealing that in the same time creates very high shifting
forces (up to 2000kg).
Features:
• Perfect feel of steering for consistent and stable route
• Excellent planing, less rocking and more speed even
in rough seas
• Minimum drag effect and thus is fuel efficient
• Easy control panel (manual or/and fully automated
mode)
• Simple but innovative and robust mechanism which
never fails
• Discrete, quick and easy installation
• Robust and simple construction - the housing is
constructed by high quality Inox 16 stainless steel, while

minimise boat swing
• Redesigned Stow/Deploy lever for easier hand or
foot use
• Quieter steering motor
• Bluetooth wireless communication

The new PowerDrive motor key features include:

• Bluetooth wireless communication
• Reinvented Spot-Lock
• Re-designed foot pedal
• Heading Sensor – recognises changes in the
boat’s heading due to wind and current, and
communicates with the i-Pilot system to minimise
boat swing.

AB

the
blade is made by 
lightweight composite 
material which is resistant to 
sea fouling
• No maintenance, self-cleaning, with a 5 year
mechanical and 2 year electrical warranty
• Switches rated to IP67
• 10m air hose included
• 12 or 24 volt operation
Compared to traditional trim systems, Hydrotab
interceptors give more:
• Planing ability
• Feeling and consistency of steering
• Speed gains
• Onboard comfort
• Discreet, minimal and low space/volume fitting
• Are quick & easy to install
• Smart and innovative patented design
• Have zero fails, reliable mechanism



The Secrets Of A Fabulous Outrigger System
ABM s̓  Sportfishing

BOATS, TECHNIQUES & TACKLE
� The Anatomy Of A Sportfishing Boat  � The Latest Terminal
Rigs & Techniques  � Why Downriggers Make Such A Difference 
� Muscle-up For The New Jigging Techniques!

$19.95



We’re fishing wider, and  much, much deeper - Hess

explains why you need to get electric muscle onboard!

The peripherals . . bait tanks, berley buckets, ice boxes,

rod holders, rod racks, gaff racks, bait prep tables - all

the gear you need to know & the latest thinking. 

If you are not working with downrigger techniques

synchronised to your sounder’s images, you are

missing out on a whole world of exciting sportfishing!

Major chapter with the very latest thinking on outriggers

- everything you need to know, including the secrets of

successful tag-lining & halyard control.  

To know where we’re going, we have to know where

we’ve been - PW’s historic interview with a legend.
The “Anatomy Of A Sport Fisherman’  . . Let the

controversy begin! There’s no ‘Top Ten’ here - just the

bare facts on why so few boats make the grade . . .

Online, Available 24/7, $19.95 Awesome 178 Page PDF Edition

www.australianboatmags.com.au
(If you’d prefer, orders can be phoned through to Mary on (07) 5502 8233 in business hours)

PW’s First New Annual in Years Has Now Been Finished - And It Is A Beauty! 

STRIKE!



Cats Vs Monos: TThhee  RRiidde & Handling Debate
One of the most contentious issues facing today's boating consumer is

trying to figure out the difference between the range of new and
secondhand power catamarans now available in Australia,  compared to
the current array of new, and more likely, secondhand monohulls - the
calibre of which has increased as a result of the volume of imports from
America and France.  Never has the consumer been offered such a
diverse and high quality range of craft - both in cats and in monos.

In this special report, originally inspired by one of F&B's
readers*, editor Peter Webster, a man who’s been driving cats 
and monos for the last 40 years, explores the differences 
- both subtle and obvious -
between the two basically 
opposed configurations.
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Spread: This is the
stunning Voyager 1100

(one of the editor’s long
term favourite coastal

cruisers) which has been
carefully packed away

until the economy picks
up again. Voyager is

hopeful it could be as
early as next year.  In

terms of ride and
handling, this cruiser

remains ‘Best in 
Class’ in either 

mono or cat 
categories. 



Last month, we examined the factors
leading up to the development of the

modern power cat through the 1970's and
1980's, and contemplated the differences that
one can expect in the ride and handling of
power cats compared to monohulls. 

This remains one of the most difficult
comparisons a consumer can make, because it's
very hard to get similar craft together at the same
time. We have a similar problem this month - in
order to make an accurate judgement, in an ideal
world we should be able to step from one type of
boat to another, but this very rarely happens.

We also made the point very strongly, that over
the last 25-30 years, the gap between the ride
and handling of powered catamarans and
monohulls, and to a lesser extent trihulls, has
closed considerably. Where cats were born of the
necessity to have two engines, and further, the
dire need for a genuine self draining cockpit with
proper scuppers, monohulls of the early 70's and
80's were rarely able to compete with big cats -
and for that matter, the little cats from the likes of

Markham Whaler,
Allycat, Webster
Twinfisher, etc.

But as the years went
by, and the modern
outboard evolved as a
very reliable, smooth
running and surprisingly
economical engine, the
need for two engines on
the back of boats fishing
near shore, became less
obvious. Similarly, the
first of the modern
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Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 

This report studies
the difference

between catamaran
and monohull

stability at rest and
underway. Last

month, in Part One,
we looked at the
difference in their
ride and handling

qualities. 

Top Right: Troy Munnery’s Crossfire 623 is the
latest embodiment of a first rate GRP cat with a
focus on a higher-than-standard finish and
comfort features.
Below Right: Derek Appleton’s Voyager 625 has
enjoyed a very good year. His strategy of
creating one excellent hull, and developing a
whole stream of variations - from a plain, ‘no
frills’ fishin’ rig to a beautifully appointed
Weekender - has been very successful. 
Below: For many years the Hydrofield ‘tri’ was a
leading player in the field; there are still dozens
working hard around Australia. 
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sportfishing boats started to emerge, usually by
the plate aluminium boat manufacturers, but later
on, during the 1990's, by quite a few of the GRP
manufacturers, too.

Little by little, the GRP monos and most of the
plate alloy brigade started to wear down the
powered catamarans' advantages, and of course,
the monohulls had advantages of their own -
especially if the boatowner was content with just
one engine.

In 1996, Honda launched the first of the
modern 4-stroke outboards in Australia with their
BF75/90hp 4 cylinder engines based on the
ubiquitous Honda Civic engine, and set in train a
revolution that has continued to this very day.
Four-stroke outboards now dominate the bigger
outboards in the marketplace, and the western
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**Re: Cat, Tri or Mono - How
Can I Decide? 

Dear Peter and Ruth,
I’m finally in the position to purchase the boat of my

dreams but  the difficulty I am experiencing in obtaining
the real information needed to enable me to make an
informed decision is frustrating.   Hence the need for
help from F&B if you will be so kind. 

I have owned a number of boats of various sizes over
the years but I am now trying to buy the right boat for
me. I have concluded that I need a trailer boat to give
me the ability to travel to various areas and to cut down
on the ownership cost. As you are aware over here in
the West we enjoy mostly breezy conditions with one to
two metre seas out in the Indian Ocean so I also need
a stable, seaworthy craft of about 6.5m in length.   The
total package of boat, motor and trailer must not weigh
more than say 3 tonnes lightship because the tow limit
of my vehicle is 3.5 tonnes.

The craft is to be used as a fishing/cruising/diving
boat from Darwin to Albany including, if possible, the
Abrolhos Islands so I need fresh water, and a toilet on
board for the ladies. Basically a trailerable cruiser. I
have looked around and there are any number of 6.5m
alloy boats manufactured over here, with the Trailcraft
range being the most well known, but I really would like
more stability at rest and underway.   I am also aware
that twin motors well apart will give better slow speed
manoeuvrability.

This leads me to the cats, and I have researched the
Kevlacat, Noosacat, the Markham Dominator, the Marlin
Broadbill and the Sailfish Platinum Series. I have also
had a look at the Lifestyle 6700, a tri-hull. Fully
equipped all of these craft are between 90k and 120k
so we are talking serious money here, a decision not to
be rushed! However, it is proving very difficult to obtain
unbiased and accurate information on the craft
mentioned.

Firstly, and rather obviously, are the cats that much
more stable at sea and at rest than say a good glass
mono-hull? After all the cats are significantly more
expensive. The tri-hulled Lifestyle looks a nice boat but
is it as stable as the cats? Also it looks very shallow in
the bow for serious open sea work. However it is
cheaper than an equivalent cat and comes better
equipped to fulfil the cruising role. Regarding the
fibreglass cats, they are heavy and expensive in the
size range I am looking at but they have all got very
good write-ups in F&B.

What do you think, are the cats worth it, given the
trade off in cost and lack of cabin room due to the
tunnel? The F&B report (ex the Sea Library) suggests
that the Lifestyle Tri-hull may be a good compromise
between cat and mono? Are you still of this view?

Bill Green
Managing Director
Bateman Chapman (Australia) Pty Ltd

Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 

Left Above: The Sailfish 2600 is one of several
excellent production aluminium cats produced
by this company in northern NSW. Below: The
Noosacat 3500 is currently in a class of its own
as far as production GRP cats are concerned. 



world now ranks 4-stroke outboards ahead of the
2-strokes. 

Again, the sportfisherman was the major
beneficiary of this development because 4-
strokes can be trolled forever and a day without
the plugs oiling up and the engine choking on its
own oil, as well as being silky smooth, vibration
free and amazingly quiet - often, at trolling
speeds in the ocean, it's difficult to hear if most 4-
stroke engines are actually running.

More recently still, Australian sportfishermen
have been given the opportunity or purchasing
from a very wide selection of superb imported
American sportfishing craft such as Bayliner's
Trophy series, Boston Whaler, Sea Swirl,
Wellcraft Coastal, Grady White, Sea Pro (to
name but a few of the most popular models) and
even the Glacier Bay range of GRP catamarans.

Never has the Aussie fisherman had it so good,
and never has there been such a wide array of
excellent product to choose from. 

Faced with such choice, the purchase decision
now is focussing back on some of the more basic
issues that include trying to decide whether it's

worth paying the extra for better ride and
handling qualities in a cat compared to a mono.
Or very specifically, according to one of F&B's
readers, whether the stability both at rest and
underway of a cat is so much better it's worth
paying extra money to get, when compared to a
similar size monohull or tri.

It's a fair question, and as it can often involve
expenditure up to $150,000, these are questions
that loom large in the mind of many boat buyers.

Stability At Rest
Unlike the issue of handling and ride where

there is a fairly large grey area in the middle of
the debate, as good cats and good monos come
pretty close together making separation difficult,
the issue of static ("at rest") stability is much
easier. As a generalisation, the writer would state
unequivocally that most cats are considerably
more stable at rest than most monohulls. 

Full stop. 
Like anything in boating, there are exceptions,

and we've owned monohulls, (the F&B 2002-4
Project Boat Dusty Rover is a fine example)
where static stability was in the order of most
similar length catamaran levels, but this was a
2.75m beam, 4 tonne, 7.6m LOA plate cruiser
which had evolved over a period of nearly 10
years by the team at Cairns Custom Craft - and

Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 
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Below: In any debate about ride and handling, it
would be remiss to ignore the impact of the
NAIAD-type RIBs - especially in the SAR world.
They often have incredibly deeply-vee hulls
‘supported’ by the inflatable sections around the
perimeter, giving them the ‘dream’ combination
of a very soft ride and excellent static stability.

However, these features do come at a very high
price (literally), and being designed (in the main)
for professional SAR and patrol work, they are
not really suited to ‘mum and dad’ boating. 
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was about the 70th boat of its
class they'd built.

Few other monohulls of this
calibre have ever had the benefit
of such evolution in Australia (the
classic Bertie 25 is another
obvious nominee) especially
given the way aluminium can be
tweaked and tuned as every
successive boat is developed. In
fibreglass, this is just not
possible, and what you get out of
the moulds the first time round is
pretty much the way it's going to
be forever more - unless the
mould is virtually scrapped and
new tooling is created.

But Dusty Rover is a bit of an
exception, the writer freely
admits, and we're struggling to
find any other monohull that
we've owned over a 30 year
period with anything like the
stability at rest of virtually any of
the cats we've owned during the
same period.

The simple physical fact
remains that a well designed
power catamaran with its two
"feet" in the water about
1850mm (6'0”) apart down the
centreline, is always going to be
more stable than a single hull
with a single keel. 

We've had considerable
experience in this area over the
years, and we've learned the
hard way why cats are better
than monohulls as far as stability
is concerned. 

Over the last 35 years, the writer has been
involved in marine photography at all levels of
industry, and we've taken thousands of highly
specialised marine photographs - and maintained
fully fledged camera boats for most of the 35
year period. During that time, we've had almost
equal numbers of camera boats that were
monohulls and catamarans.

In all but one case, the monohulls were
ultimately rated as "second best" when compared
with the cats, because sooner or later we'd come
very close to tipping them over with the
cameraman aloft in the camera tower.

When this happens, it's a bit like a plumb-bob
in reverse - only the weight of the cameraman is
about 3.5m above the deck, and acts as a big

lever (or upside down ‘ballast’ if you like) to
accentuate any movement of the boat from side
to side in the water.

Believe me, it gets very scary up there
sometimes, especially in a mono. For years, we
used the red 7.6m Star diesel (recently featured
in AB#244 March as a wonderfully renovated
craft) but in the end, we basically developed a
protocol that made it clear that as soon as white
caps appeared in the waters off Palm Beach
(NSW) the cameraman had to come down out of
the tower in the Star.

This was not dissimilar to the situation we
found ourselves in many years later in the HMI
Signature 702. This was a remarkably stable
craft, and funnily enough, handled offshore
waters quite well - but we had a few moments in

PW’s Boating CV 1974 - 2006
Catamarans

Era        Model                                       Power                                  Name

1977      20’ Sharkcat                2 x 150 Mercury  (2-st)              Tracey J-2
1978      18’ Sharkcat                  2 x 85 Evinrude(2-st)
1985      23’ Sharkcat              2 x 150 Yamaha V-6 (2-st)      Take Two (#1)

1984      328 Powercat        2 x 165 Volvo (diesel) DuoProp       Tracey J-4
1985      268 Powercat               2 x 175 Mercury (2-st)         Take Two (#2)

1986      5.2  Kevlacat                 2 x 60 Yamaha (2-st)               Krazy Kate

1992      Dominator 6.0m      2 x 100 Suzuki DT100 (2-st)              Tusitala

1998      5.7 Cairns C. Craft        2 x 70 Evinrude (2-st)
2005-7   6.85 Cairns C. Craft     2 x 140 Suzuki (4-st)              Whim-Away

Tris & Cylinder Craft
1986      5.5m Stessl Tri                1 x 85 Suzuki (2-st)                       Trilogy

Note: This was actually a series of 4 tris developed between 1984-1987
1998      5.8m Stessl Tri            1 x 115hp Suzuki (2-st)                  Tripples
2001      7.3m Ocean Cylinder  2 x 90hp Honda (4-st)               Shutterbug

Monohulls
1974      5.5m Nova Tribune 1 x 140 Volvo Penta (petrol) 270T    Tracey J
1976      2350 Bayliner                 2 x 140 MerCruiser
1982      7.2m Star (platey) 1 x 165 Volvo (diesel) 270T             Tracey J-3
1986      44’ Outsider              2 x 355 Caterpillar diesels           Tracey J-5
1996      Signature 702WA           2 x 90 Honda (4-st)          Take Two (#3)
1998      Joshua 7.2m (platey) 2 x 90 Honda (4-st)                        Genesis
2000      Joshua 5.8m WA1 x 130 Honda (4-st)                             Any-Way
2002      7.6 Cairns C. Craft     1 x 300 Yanmar (diesel)         Dusty Rover
2002      Signature 630F             1 x 225 Honda (4-st) 
2004-5  Trailcraft 475 Profish 1 x 60 Yamaha (4-st)
2004-6  8.2 Salty 27                   2 x 150 Honda (4-st)                 Far-Away
2010-11  Trailcraft 560               1 x Yamaha 115 (4-st)                               

Note: Since the early 1970s, the author has owned and operated many
smaller craft too, but this list contains the most significant craft in the context
of referencing cats/monos/tris in a predominantly offshore environment. Most
of these craft were operated by the author/staff for at least one or two years. 



the boat in dead calm water where the impact of
waves from abeam would certainly unsettle the
boat with 110kg of moi in the tower.

Over the years, we've repeatedly quit monohull
camera boats in favour of cats, and although that
hasn't been without its dramas, several cats were
truly outstanding in terms of their static and
subsequently, dynamic stability.

Best of all without a doubt was the original
brown SharkCat 23' Take Two powered by twin
Yamaha 150's we operated out of Pittwater and
Broken Bay in the mid 1980s. This was a
beautiful boat we used for several years before it
was finally retired to charter fish out of Darwin.

Interestingly though, in between the original 23'
Sharkcat and then high profile ‘black’ CCC 6.85m
cat we used later on (2005-7), there was one
quite remarkable boat that we'll remember with
considerable respect and no little affection.

I'm referring here to Shutterbug, the funny
looking, bright yellow Ocean Cylinder that we
built with the now defunct Queensland Ships
organisation. 

What a remarkable boat this was - as Jerry
Maycock and his family discovered when they

Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 

purchased it from us several years later. 
In its class, it is probably one of the best

monohulls ever put in the water in terms of rough
water ability combined with the most amazing
level of stability we ever encountered in a
monohull with a cameraman up in the tower. 

All of us would go anywhere in Shutterbug -
and we'd keep photographing in virtually any
condition. The stability of the cylinder-supported
deep vee hull was exceptional - as high as any
catamaran, and indeed, as far as punching
straight into a sea is concerned, it was softer and
faster than any cat.

People write to us (as did Mr Bill Green, who
inspired this series) and ask us to compare the
Lifestyle Tri with power catamarans and
monohulls - but what they really should be asking
is this: How does the Lifestyle Tri compare to the
Ocean Cylinder concept?

The Ocean Cylinder proved that with clever,
innovative naval architecture and very good boat
building, it is possible to put together a boat that
is a genuine quantum jump ahead of all the boats
on the market - and that includes the latest
monohulls and catamarans.

Now it's not all beer and skittles, because the
cylinders in a trailerboat environment take up an
awful lot of space, resulting in an unusually
narrow beam which makes it very hard to get a
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Talk about diversity . . doesn’t get much more
diverse than a classic 2700 Noosa Cat
Walkabout coastal fisherman (left) and below,
the amazing lean, mean and skinny Haines
Hunter 760. These two craft are at the top of
their game, and as far as ride and handling is
concerned, are perfect examples of the dilemma
confronting coastal fishermen. Here, deciding
which is “best” is subjective, to say the least.

The big Haines would probably be softer riding
in some conditions, but the Noosa Cat would
always be (much) more stable. The Haines would
be quieter and smoother trolling; both can
handle bluewater conditions easily and safely. 
The Haines will be much easier to trailer and
tow. And all things being equal, they will cost
roughly the same. Go figure.  (I can’t, I get a
headache just thinking about it - PW)



decent sort of layout in the boat. Worse still, the
available ‘work area’ or deck space, is at least
30-40% smaller than a conventional mono – and
that’s still the main reason why we can’t regard
the “cylinder” concept as a viable alternative to a
regular cat, mono or tri. 

But having said that, let’s make it quite clear:
for really heavy duty, offshore bluewater work, the
Ocean Cylinder concept as we explored in
Shutterbug, has a great deal to recommend it,
over and above conventional catamarans and
monohulls, and in certain situations (patrol boat
work, Police, SAR situations, etc) it probably is
the definitive ‘compromise’ between the three
types of craft – cat, mono or tri. 

Lifestyle Tri
So where does Chris Nichol's Lifestyle Tri fit

into this debate? Is it the compromise we're all
looking for? 

Does it really offer the advantages of the power
catamaran  (stability, rough water capability, soft
ride) with the fundamental advantage of a

monohull ie the need for only one engine? 
Or are we looking at something that is not quite

one thing or the other, and thus fails to achieve
the advantages of either?

The Lifestyle 7.2 is a very clever boat, and it
does, without doubt, offer many of the
advantages of a cat (especially stability at rest).
Further, it has the advantage of only needing one
engine, and today, most fishos believe that is an
advantage of real (cash!) value.

The ride and handling though I found is more
akin to a very good monohull than a cat, and in
certain conditions, can be quite noisy if not hard
riding. 

Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 
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Below: The beautifully built Kiwi Extreme series
of platies have shocked many Australian
dealers, fishermen and boatowners with their
extraordinarily high design and build standards.
The Kiwi platies are distinctly different to
Australian designs, with much softer stem
angles, and decidely slim body sections with
less internal and external freeboard than Aussie
fishermen have grown to love over the years.
But crikey, some of them are half a chance, eh?
This is a gorgeous example of what can be
achieved in high-end ally production.  
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Working With
The Camera
Boats . . Cats,
Tris, Mono’s &
Cylinders!

89

When you spend a
good part of your life
standing up in a
stainless steel frame
on the roof of the
‘camera boat’ it
doesn’t take long to
figure out whether the
boat underneath is
good, bad, safe,  or
scary. Over the years,
from the late 1970s
until the early 2000s,
we produced much of
the industry’s
commercial
photography and
used the opportunity
for long term trials of
a wide range of craft -
monos, tris, cats and
cylinder craft. Apart
from photography, we
also trailed them to
fishing grounds and
communities all over
Australia, as we
maintained the
seemingly insatiable
flow of words and
pics for our magazine
and book programs. 

Standouts: These
three.The 7.3m Ocean
Cylinder is very good
in the rough stuff, and
stable as a cat. The
702 Haines Signature
worked hardest of
them all for several
years - a superb
variable deadrise
mono hull - and the
black 6.85m Cairns
Custom Craft was the
best all-rounder.
PW, AB 

Shutterbug, a 
7.3m Ocean 

Cylinder
with 2x Honda 90s

Take Two, a 
Haines Signature
702 Walkaround with
2x Honda 90s

Whim-Away, a 
6.85m Cairns 
Custom Craft with
2x Suzuki 140s



The Lifestyle Tri is actually quite a soft riding
boat, but because it uses the lift generated by the
water coming off the main centre monohull, and
squeezes it back through the tri "wings", there is
quite a bit of noise and bumping around
associated with the boat in fairly heavy water.

It does it extremely well though, and I think its
ride and handling characteristics are very safe
and easy to use. 

It's a forgiving boat, and whether you're
heading uphill or down dale, it works very nicely.

In the final push though, I don't think it's as soft
as some dedicated classy monos, with the
original Formula 233 (running 2x 165hp
MerCruiser sterndrives, NOT the much later ‘cut
and shut‘ outboard versions) an obvious
example, or the more contemporary 26'
Waverunner/Yamaha that we tested a few
months back in F&B. 

These boats are exceptionally good monohulls
as far as head-sea ride is concerned, and that's
of most interest to the writer. 

Just about any ol’ bathtub will go downhill, and
most will run across the sea fairly well - the

secret is to get a boat that will run straight uphill
well, without banging the crew into oblivion or
dropping its nose and misbehaving.

In that context, I think the Lifestyle Tri is up
there with some of the better handling monos,
and the better handling cats.

It's a simplification I know, but in truth, I would
summarise the Lifestyle Tri as having more
application to the general family man than a
dedicated cat which is probably better suited to a
dead set fisho or sportfishing fanatic who simply
wants the best possible sportfishing platform to
keep his feet dry. 

This type of fisho doesn't really care whether
his boat has the level of comfort and
convenience that the Lifestyle Tri offers the family
in terms of hardtop wheelhouse, berths, toilets,
(etc) and a high standard of finish. 

Offshore
Offshore there is still a huge debate going on

about cats vs monos. 
Having owned both types of craft and

completed hundred of hours at sea, I think it's a
very brave man who would be game enough to
say that one type of boat (ie a cat or a mono)
was unequivocally better than the other. 

I’ve fished all over Australia in both types of
boats, and experienced most seas that we get on

Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 
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Below: Modern plate alloy craft such as this
6.2m Sea Jay from Bundaberg, Qld remain

the ‘go to’ choice of the serious fisherman -
especially as these fishos prefer the more
utilitarian finish, and don’t want to pay for

the ‘soft’ bits they don’t think they will need.
The advent of quiet, smooth and

economical 4-stroke outboards made the
plate sector, and whilst the ride of the

modern platey still doesn’t compare to a
similar length cat - not even close - the

platey wins hands down in the 
cash / budget department. 
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Above: Another good example of the comparo
anglers have to make - the great Kevlcat 2400 vs

the very well regarded 675 Haines Hunter
Offshore, which many people believe is the

definitive Aussie trailerboat coastal fisherman.
‘You pays your money, you make the choice’ has

never been so true!



the different shores. 
There's no doubt that back in the "old days" the

SharkCats we owned set a critical benchmark
that nothing in the monohulls even approached.
And that same situation applied right through to
the mid 1990's. 

Keep in mind though, the cats have a joggle in
the sea that some people find annoying, but it's
mostly in short chop where the wind's come up
quickly and it's only for about the 30 minutes
before you decide it's blowing too hard to keep
fishing anyway. 

On a normal, beautiful morning, with calm sea
conditions, I don't think a cat is any different to a
monohull per se, but I do believe other factors
(again!) come into play. 

These include comparing the boat’s beam(s),
their displacement, hull shape and so on on.
Fairly obviously, a three tonne, 7.6m Noosacat
with a 2.5m beam is going to sit ‘down’ and do so
more ‘solidly’ than (say) a one tonne, 760
Quintrex Yellowfin mono.  

The issue (at this point) is as much about
physics as it is about boat design. 

To highlight this point, let me observe that when
both boat types are still at the wharf, the crew or
the boat’s owner can work out the answer ie, if a
monohull isn't as stable as a cat, at rest, back at

the wharf, then it's not going to be more stable at
sea, is it? 

And that's how they both work in the seaway
when you're fishing. 

Cat Drawbacks
Conversely, cats can be a pain in the arse

when you're trolling into a head sea, and for this
reason alone, are virtually excluded from the
gamefishing fleets of Australia. I kid you not -
check 'em out. 

Apart from Damon Olsen's well known diesel
Kevlacat "Nomad" he ran for several years
before he moved up to the big ninety foot
mothership system, there is scarcely another
charter game-fisherman in the country using a
power catamaran. 

The reason is painfully simple - uphill into a
normal summer southeasterly chop off Cairns or
Lizard Island, or a nor-easterly down off Sydney,
a sou-easterly of Rotto (etc) if the boat has to
punch straight into that chop for very long, the
crew will be ready to pull up stumps in the first
hour or so. 

Time-out: Cats thump and bump unmercifully
in those conditions unless the cat has a very high
tunnel and the water can ‘exhaust’ or pass
through the tunnel without bumping the top of the
tunnel.  In other words, if more water goes down
the tunnel than the boat can exhaust through it,
the water is compressed under the weight of the
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Cats Vs Monos: Which Has The
Better Ride? 
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Below: Be it ever so humble . . .
but for all that has been written

and said about the Webster
Twinfishers, the fundamentals are

quite simple: It offers a much
softer ride than (say) a Quinnie of

the same length, and is vastly
more stable - and they’re both
pretty darn important features

with families AND retirees. 
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Right: Love posing these questions: Which
would you choose for coastal sport and table
fishing? The 7.0m Dominator Canyon Runner is
the most popular 7.0m cat ever (more than 300
were built) and below, the very slick 7.0m Origin
plate mono, a terrific example of a ‘class’ of full
bodied, hard-topped wheelhouse cats now
available from half a dozen different plate
Aussie manufacturers. 



cat, and a tunnel ‘pressure wave’ is developed
that will forcibly lift the boat up as it thumps its
way through.

This trait has been well documented for many
years - and is hardly news to the sportfishing
fraternity. I'd also like to make it very clear that
there's a simple remedy for the recreational
angler as distinct from the professional skipper. 

In the recreational world, we learned long ago
to bear away 20-30 degrees off dead centre so
that you didn't bump and crash into the head sea
– instead, you ‘walked’ and rolled over the
seaway as cats should sensibly be driven. 

However, there are many places around
Australia where the pro-charter fleets just can't do
this - and ending up ‘parked’ on Ribbon #7 will
definitely ruin a game-skipper’s day!

In this trolling environment, the monohull wins
hands down. Pure and simple.

Otherwise most of the traits of a cat are
obvious - except for one. 

That concerns the happy advantage of a cat on
a drift fishing ground where, with just 5-10 knots
of breeze, it's quite possible to steer a cat so it
actually "sails" along a reef very nicely, thank
you!

Because a cat has two hulls and two big
steering ‘rudders’ (the outboards), one in each
stern ‘corner’, where you put the helm can make
a huge difference - and this can be really used to
advantage with drift fishing techniques. It often
enables the skipper to ‘steer’ the cat’s drift along
a ledge, a deep-down reef - a real boon when
deepwater bottom fishing. 

On the pick, I think a monohull is probably
softer riding in rough and choppy conditions, but
against that, whilst the cat may rear harder and
thump occasionally as the compression of waves
still occurs in the tunnel, the monohull can rear
and yaw quite widely and sometimes
dangerously at the same time when its bow is
yanked back down to the water by the anchor. 

I've seen some very weird things happen to
monohulls at anchor during sea conditions that
wouldn't ruffle a good cat's fur.

Conclusion
After a near lifetime of work in cats and monos,

when it comes down to it, there's only been a
handful of boats that came up to cat standards
so I think that it's fair to say as a general rule of
thumb, that most cats offer a significantly higher
level of static and dynamic stability than most
monohulls, with the acknowledged weakness of
all powered cats that occurs when they're pushed
too hard into a short wave, head-sea situation.

However, against this singular disadvantage,
there are so many advantages that the writer
would still prefer to go to sea in a good cat than
most monos at this stage in his career.

But as we noted last month, the gap is certainly
closing and there are now some wonderful
monohulls to contemplate (the Ocean Cylinder
concept, the Boston Whaler type monohull, etc)
which really push the envelope for monohulls
right out to embrace most of the features of the
cat fraternity.

It's not a black and white issue; it's not
something that allows one to be pedantic - it's a
living, moving, ever changing debate that I'm not
sure will be resolved any time soon, thanks to
today's ever changing technology.

What works today in a cat might well work
better tomorrow in a monohull. All we can do as
consumers is take each evolutionary step
onboard, add it to the list of "most desirable
features" and then sit down with a big sheet of
paper and work out the advantages and
disadvantages of both types of hulls (or three
counting tris) as they affect you, in your fishing
and cruising environment, in the waterways you
envisage boating in the future. 

AB
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Right: Australian boatbuilders will need to lift
their game, big time, in the very near future. Like
the Aussie car industry, the combination of high
local wages, expensive wholly imported
materials (now for both GRP and aluminium) and
a markedly reduced and ever-slowing volume is
leaving them wide open to attack from bigger,
better resourced, high volume overseas boat
builders - especially when conglomerates like
the French Beneteau and American Brunswick
(Mercury) groups are involved. 

But wait, it gets worse! Aussie boatbuilders are
not only competing with a vast range of craft
from all over the world, from places as far afield
as Brazil (note the Brazilian Fibrafort 2600,
above right) Cyprus, Italy, Germany, Canada,
South Africa, Great Britain - they are having to
deal with our very clever and determined mates
across the Tasman. The Kiwis make some of the
best boats in the world - and they don’t call
Australia the ‘West Island’ for nothing! 

Working in both ally and GRP, the Kiwis are
offering Australian boating consumers some
very good boats at very competitive prices (like
this handsome White Pointer 730 platey) and
whilst they are not exporting cats (yet), they are
making some superb, soft riding monos as
good, and often better, than we’re making. 
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Sunday, 2 July, EVIAN (FRANCE)
Team Abu Dhabi’s Alex Carella led from start-

to-finish to take a brilliant victory in the UIM
F1H2O Grand Prix of France on Lac Leman.

The three-time world champion made the perfect
start off the dock from pole and was comfortably
clear of Philippe Chiappe and Sami Selio when the
yellow flag was raised on lap 11 after Australian
Grant Trask (pictured above) barrel-rolled out of the
race from fifth place.

At the restart Carella showed the same
commitment and despite the added distraction of a
loose canopy cover and being chased and put under
pressure to the chequered flag by Selio, held him off
to take his second consecutive win on Lac Leman
and a 13th Grand Prix victory. “I was waiting for this
victory for a long, long time,” he said. “To win again
in France is a great feeling. It was an important win
for the whole team and I thank them for the hard
work and for giving me the perfect boat. I put my
maximum into the race and it paid off. I can say I am
back and feeing really good in the boat.”

The restart changed the shape of the race behind
the leader with a clutch of drivers making up places;
Selio immediately passed Chiappe who then
suddenly slowed and for the third time in three starts
in Evian the gremlins struck again and the defending
world champion forced to retire, his race ending on

TRASK

RACING

Grant Gets Airborn In
France F1 In
Spectacular Barrel Roll

lap 17, Selio’s second consecutive podium of the year
moving him to the top of the driver’s world
championship standings.

The drive of the afternoon belonged to American
Shaun Torrente after crashing in qualifying earlier in
the day and starting from 15th. The Victory Team
driver’s hopes of salvaging any points looked very
thin after a poor start and dropping further back but
he recovered well to get up to ninth when the yellow
flag came out.

A simply brilliant restart saw him [Torrente] jump
six spots in one lap and go on to claim his first points
of the season with teammate Ahmed Al Hameli
passing Thani Al Qemzi to secure fourth place.

Team Sweden’s Jonas Andersson and Erik Stark
also traded places after the yellow with Andersson
coming out on top to take fifth with Stark slipping
back to finish in seventh behind Al Qemzi.

Emirates Racing’s Marit Stromoy lost ground at
the start but recovered well and moved up from 11th
to take her first points of the season in eighth ahead
of F1 Atlantic’s Duarte Benavente who extended his
points finishing streak.

Italy’s Francesco Cantando earned a well-deserved
point after bringing his brand new Blaze hull home in
tenth place on the day he ran it in anger for the first
time and after starting in 19th.

After the opening two rounds in Europe the UIM
F1H2O World Championship now heads to the Far
East and to Harbin for the Grand Prix of China on
11-13 August.

For the full Grand Prix classification:
http://f1h2o.com/results/2017/grand-prix-of-
france/f1h2o

AB



Click On Pic To Start Video

Grant Trask had a bitterly disappointing result in the
French F1 Grand Prix. Having clawed his way back to
fifth overall, and getting ready to overtake fourth in the
11th lap, he kissed a cross wave at just the wrong
angle, and at 180 km/h, barrel rolled the racer before it
nose dived into the drink. All over in milliseconds. Not
a lot of damage was done to the race boat, but the F1
Merc didn’t want to go after its big drink of saltwater,

so Trask retired, bruised and p’eed off, but unhurt -
thanks to the timely intervention of the first rate safety
crews and on course medics. 
He’s even more determined to do well in China (next)
in just a few weeks time. 
(Our thanks to Trask Racing crewman Brock Cohen
from Marina Bayside in Sydney for his fast work on
this special video on his return from France). AB
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https://youtu.be/Zg9x72_QsUQ
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Glacier Bay 22227700
IIssllee  RRuunnnneerr

F & B  F I E L D  T E S T

Every once in a while a new boat comes along that is completely different from
all the boats that have gone before it. Such is the case with the new American
built Glacier Bay cats now available in Australia. They bring with them a
completely new attitude to the design and construction of power cats as we've
known them. In this special report, Editor Peter Webster throws away the old
benchmarks and looks at something old - and something completely new.

AB 
RETRO 
BOAT TEST:
Unchanged, as
first published,
written and
photographed by
Peter Webster in
F&B #119, May,  

2006



After what seems to be the best part of a
lifetime working in and out of Australia's
substantial fleet of power cats, we approached this
Glacier Bay test with no little trepidation. 

Elsewhere in this magazine we have a special
report where we try and answer the perennial
question about whether a cat is better value than a
mono, and we examine the two most commonly
asked questions. That concerns the issues of whether
power cats do have a softer ride than monos, and the
second part of the debate, whether they are more
stable at rest or underway than their monohull
counterparts of similar size.

Here though, we're looking at the very latest in
thinking from Glacier Bay Catamarans, a company
started back in 1987 by its charismatic founder Larry
Graf. For nearly 20 years, Graf and his team at their
sophisticated plant in Seattle, USA, have been
working to develop a wide range of power
catamarans that now runs from this 2270 model
through to their newly released 3470 twin diesel
flybridge cruiser which recently debuted at the
Miami Boat Show. 

Glacier Bay cats are different to most cats in
Australia because Australian power cats, by and
large, basically use two small planing hulls, one on

each side of the boat, that in operation are closer to a
conventional planing boat (albeit with two hulls
joined in the middle) compared to the Glacier Bay
(and interestingly enough, Australia's Dominator
Cats) which are in fact more closely linked to the
design of asymmetric hulls and are closer to true
displacement shapes.

It's not our intention here to get knee-deep in
mumbo jumbo about hull shapes. Suffice to say that
many years ago most Australian power cat builders
decided that true displacement hulls such as those
found in the Glacier Bay range, were not as good as
the planing type hulls the Australian boat builders
developed from the early 1970's. 

Most Australian cat manufacturers felt that the
finely drawn, not to say skinny displacement hulls,
whilst offering an incredibly soft ride, were too
sensitive to trim and lateral movement, resulting in
most Australian manufacturers opting to develop
what is tantamount to the hard chine planing hull on
each side of the powered catamaran.

Who is right? According to Glacier Bay, their fine,
incredibly sharp displacement hulls are the only way
to fly, because they offer numerous advantages - the
most powerful of which is an incredibly soft ride in
choppy water.

The downside is that because they offer such a soft
ride in choppy water, they do tend to be a bit more
wandery than most Australians like at the helm, and
are much more sensitive to trim through the twin
outboard motors.

With all this in mind, and having studied the
Glacier Bays at first hand here at Runaway Bay over
a couple of months since they arrived, we were very
keen to try them out on our own, going through our
usual test parameters.
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Design
As noted, and as you can see in the photos above,

Glacier Bays have the most amazingly fine or sharp
hulls I think that are in production today. They are
truly a work of art from a fibreglass manufacturing
point of view as all of the bow sections of the boat
have to be literally hand built.

This is where the Glacier Bay's northwest
American coastline heritage becomes very evident -
these boats are actually made to bounce if they hit
logs or other imponderables such as icebergs and
semi-submerged objects (logs) in the wild northwest
country of Alaska.

Over the years, Graf and his team have developed
an exceptional reputation for the quality of their
product, primarily because Graf, a highly qualified

engineer, is passionate about the importance of doing
a job correctly the first time. It's a discipline he's
obviously drilled into his 250 strong team, because
the fit out and finishing standard on these Glacier
Bay cats is absolutely world class, and a long way
ahead of comparable Australian built boats - cats or
monos.

But in design terms, they are typical cats - high
sided, narrow hulled, with a moderate tunnel and a
nacelle down the throat of the cat. 

Curiously, they haven't picked up on the one thing
the South African's gave powered catamarans - the
reverse lip or spray cheater that is installed nowadays
in most cats in South Africa and Australia. This lip is
fitted ahead of the nacelle usually, and its purpose is
to stop the back curl of water rushing up the tunnel
and then lipping around over the gunwale capping, to
be blown into the face of the skipper as the boat
moves through the seaway in anything up to 30
knots. This fine spray can be infuriating sometimes
because it is simply a product of the tunnel mist
being squished back around the throat of the cat, and
being blown, at the last minute, over the gunwale
capping.

The South Africans developed a lip about 25mm
high that actually catches this blown back spray, and
makes sure it doesn't come around the gunwale -
something we've become so used to it was surprising
to come across ‘lip spray’ again in the sophisticated
Glacier Bays.

Hopefully Larry Graf and his design team will do
what all the Australian manufacturers have
done - and copy their South African
colleagues' innovation! 

Looking at it in the big picture sense, the
2270 is basically a cuddy-cabined twin hull
catamaran that measures 6.71m LOA (22')
with a maximum beam of 2.56m (8'5").
With the engines up, it draws 400mm (16")
and has an approximate dry hull weight of
1589kg (3,500lbs).

Interestingly, it's only rated for 2 x 115hp
outboards, and has a total fuel capacity of 476L (126
gallons).

As you would expect, the GB2270 is built for 25"
outboard legs, and they specify a maximum engine
weight of 195kg for each engine. According to the
factory's figures, the craft is capable of around 40
mph (64km/h) and has a range with 10% reserve, of
273nm (506 km). 

It does have a water tank - 23L (6 galls) and a

100 AB RETRO Test Ex-F&B #119, May 2006

“ . . . these are true displacement hulls,
meaning that they lift up and go faster
than their waterline speed allows them
by virtue of the buoyancy in the hulls,
not the hulls’ planing surfaces.. . . “

Glacier Bay 2270 
Isle Runner . . .



wastewater capacity of 17L (4.5 galls). 
They reckon it weighs 3,132kg with the trailer and

as you can see from the attached features list, is
comprehensively finished and built.

As a cuddy-cabin model, the downstairs
accommodation is typical of this size and type of cat.
The designers have basically acknowledged they're
better off with a big wide, king size berth than try
and develop athwartship berths, or come in through
the centre of the cabin over the tunnel and have two
side berths. 

Here, the cabin is entered down two steep-to stairs
on the port side through a lockable cabin door. This is
clever, because it gives full height headroom and
privacy down below when the toilet is being used, or
if the crew just want to change clothes out of the
glare of passers by at the marina.

The helm is traditional, as you can see in the
photographs, and nicely set up with enough space for
today's electronics.

On the port side, the crew have a sidesaddle double
seat which is very comfortable, and like everything
on this boat, beautifully made with the best of
materials. 

Further back to the cockpit, hatches open up all
over the place to reveal a boat that is obviously built
by engineers who have appreciated the need to get
into every single nook and cranny on the boat - and
that's something Australians could really study to
good effect. 

The two big fish lockers or kill tanks in the cockpit
exemplify the wonderful attention to detail the GB

team have applied to this boat. As you can see in the
attached pic, lift up the locker and you'll find not only
is it drained - but they even remembered to put a
guard around the bilge pump in each locker.

It’s this sort of meticulous attention to detail that
distinguishes the Glacier Bay from anything we've
ever seen before in Australia. 

Also of note is an ingeniously simple cutting board
set-up. It reminds the writer of dozens of similar
Teflon cutting boards we’ve made over the years -
but this one is seriously clever in the way they've
located the bait prep area over the transom; this is an
idea we can all adopt very easily. (And I will!)

Features in this area abound, but we were pleased
to note the Americans have also realised the
importance of keeping the steering arms out of
harm's way under a dedicated platform. Again,
they've sensibly built in a hatch in the platform itself
to give direct access to the hydraulic pump used for
the steering. Full marks, again.

Overall Finish
The Glacier Bay 2270 is comprehensively finished

- so much so we were struggling to find anything
they hadn't installed.

I cannot recall seeing such a completely  fitted out
craft for many, many years - let alone one of this
sophistication and size.

What is particularly interesting to the writer is that
there is nothing really on the GB2270 that we don't
already know about in Australia or can't buy at our
local BIAS chandlery. 
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What makes this American boat so special is not so
much the quality of the fittings they've used, but the
completeness of the boat's inventory. Not only have
they thought of everything that needs to be done to
make the boat work properly, they haven't skimped
on the quality of fittings. Further, when they installed
them, they've used their brains to make sure the
equipment works properly. 

There are at least a dozen hatches around the boat
which open up to reveal boarding ladders, battery
access, fish lockers, storage areas - and in every case,
the catch or latch, sink or drain is properly installed
and goes somewhere as it should.

It is so refreshing to walk onto a boat that is
actually finished.

This is almost the complete opposite of most
Australian boats which require the customer to have
quite a high level of knowledge in order to get the
boat ready for its chosen task - be it fishing, cruising,
waterskiing etc. It’s almost impossible to buy an
Australian cat that doesn't require several weeks of
additional fitting out and sorting out before it's ready
to perform and achieve its maximum potential.

The GB 2270 is going to do to Australian cats what
the Four Winns, Searay, Chaparelle have done to
Australian standards of monohull building. These
imported  craft are forcing Australian boat
manufacturers to lift their game to meet this
competition from overseas, or risk losing the
business altogether.

That said, I don’t think Glacier Bay will have quite
the same impact on the power cat market in Australia

as Four Winns, for example, has had on locally built
trailerboats. Cats here have a more utilitarian or
pragmatic foundation where-in most buyers spurn
finishes that are too soft or can’t be left out in the
Aussie weather without covers, etc. Nevertheless, I
suspect Glacier Bay will open up an entirely new,
hitherto untouched market for very well finished cats
in Australia that we didn't even know existed until
2006 when a small group of boats arrived from
Seattle. 

Ride Qualities
Powered by twin 115hp Suzukis, the Glacier Bay

2270 is hardly likely to win any ski race titles, and
would actually qualify as being fairly slow by local
standards.

I can see why Glacier Bay restrict the horsepower
to 115hp outboards. Because the hulls are so fine, I'm
not sure that putting more horsepower on the transom
would actually generate much more performance.
You see, what's so interesting about these hulls is that
they actually don't plane at all - these are true
displacement hulls, meaning that they lift up and go
faster than their waterline speed allows them by
virtue of the buoyancy in the hulls, not the hulls’
planing surfaces.

This is quite different to the Australian concept,
and whilst Hookham's Dominators go down a
reasonably similar sort of road, Hookham years ago
realised the importance of developing planing
characteristics towards the after section of his hulls -
thus he too joins the rest of the Australian brigade by
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having his Dominators become planing boats once
they've climbed over their bow wave.

Here, that doesn't happen - the Glacier Bays simply
run along in the "tube" created by the hulls, and as
they go faster, they actually lift up on the buoyancy
created by the hulls themselves. 

A very simple analogy is to imagine a long, skinny,
4 or 8 man crew rowing boats at the Olympic Games.
These craft are incredibly energy efficient, because
they run on the buoyancy of their incredibly light
hulls slicing along the top of the water within their
own hull shape.

This is what is happening to the GB's - and it's one
of the reasons why the boats are claimed to be
extremely fuel efficient ie, the hulls are more easily
driven along the water instead of trying to climb on
top of it.

Now this is getting into hydrodynamic bumph
which is really a bit academic as far as the writer is
concerned, because at the end of the day, what really
matters is “How does the GB go?” 

The answer my friends, is not blowing in the wind
- you can feel it out in the ocean. This GB2270 is
without doubt the softest cat in its class the writer has
ever driven - bar none. It is exquisite to drive, and cat
aficionados all over will absolutely delight in its
sensitivity, its ride, its walking ability and its softness. 

Even more amazing was the head sea test. We
turned it round and ran straight into a head sea which
was rising 1.5-1.7m offshore to make quite certain

we were filling the tunnel wherever we possibly
could. 

I have not driven a softer cat into a head sea in this
class (size) before, and as we continued to increase
our speed directly into the sea, it was head shaking,
disbelief that quickly turned to joy at the sheer
exhilaration and excitement of driving such a
beautiful craft into such conditions, whilst producing
such an extraordinary outcome.

Now before readers start thinking that these GB's
float across the water like a magic carpet, be assured
they don't. At various stages of the performance
envelope, on different points of the compass, sheer
physics takes over and obviously enough, the boat
has to lift and fall with the dynamics of the ocean
state.

Driven too hard, it will start banging and thumping
too, or getting decidedly rock and rolly at really high
speeds in beam seas. 

However, back in the real world, and cruising out
to the fishing grounds as we do on a beautiful
Saturday morning, I don’t thing there is a softer
riding boat made or available in Australia in its class.
Further, I would rate it as being fully 10-15% faster
than any of our cats straight into a head sea situation. 

Off the wind, the gap isn't as much because there's
some fabulous cats built in Australia too, let's not
forget - but in an overall sense I think the Glacier
Bay people can take great heart to know they have
produced in this class at least, the softest riding cat in
Australia and a craft that is so much softer than any
other monohull of this length, the gap is
embarrassingly wide. 

Handling
As usual, I did my 2 miles radius, 360 degree
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Not well driven here - and it’s initial
tenderness is clearly on display.



sweep which is a good test to find out how a boat
performs on all points of the compass. We ran
several hundred metres on every single point of the
compass in a sea state that was very typical of the
sort of conditions one finds offshore around Australia
at the point where you start thinking that "in an hour
or two I'll have to give it away and go back in."

So it was nigh on perfect for testing a boat of this
calibre, because ironically, seriously rough water
doesn’t really produce meaningful test information
because there are so many other factors that come
into play ie, the skill of the skipper, the set up and
balance of the boat, its fuel load, propping, and so on.

I much prefer test conditions like we had here off
the Gold Coast for the GB 2270 because they more
truly reflect the sort of conditions that people
encounter when they go out for a normal day's
fishing or cruising.

In that context, the GB is very much a boat for cat
people - and I think the more experience the cat
skipper has, the greater will be his appreciation of
this craft.

Conversely, I think that people coming out of
monohulls will find the boat a bit hard to work out in
the beginning, because it is so incredibly soft and
unless you've learned to ‘walk’ the cat through the
ocean, you really can't achieve its full potential -
indeed, it will feel decidedly wandery and what
initially feels like a degree of instability. 

In fact, it's none of those things, it's simply a
reflection of the fact that these hulls are so fine, so
sharp, that every time they lift up and go down into
the water, the weight of the boat drives them in much
further than you'd normally expect in an Australian
cat, much less a monohull. 

So you tend to get this ‘roll’ from one side to the
other which of course experienced skippers very
quickly latch onto as being the ideal structure to walk
the cat through the ocean. 

Once this technique is mastered, the GB is as
noted, absolutely exquisite to drive. It is so sensitive
to trim, it can be set up to the nth degree to suit the
skipper as befits the conditions on the run out to the
Shelf in the morning. Then, you are usually working
in bigger, lazier swell movements across the ocean,
as distinct from most Australian conditions in the
afternoon when we tend to come back with 3/4
following seas that are standing up to 1.8-2.20m. In
these sorts of conditions – 3/4 following seas - the
Glacier Bay cats, like Australian cats for that matter,
are absolutely in their element.

Such is the sensitivity that the skipper can pick and
choose his way through the waves, stand back behind
a curling break as he comes into the bar, stop if he
wants to - come about and go out and do it again, just
for the sheer fun of it.

They really are delightful boats to drive, and
extremely safe in the right hands.

Now there's nothing to read between the lines there,
either - but I do suggest that for Glacier Bay to
achieve their maximum potential in Australia initially,
they will have to put a lot more effort into making
sure the people who demonstrate these craft know
what they're doing and have considerable cat
experience.

Otherwise Glacier Bay can find themselves in a
situation where the blind are leading the blind - and
the demonstration would be very disappointing as a
result.

If I was in charge of marketing - I'd retain a couple
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of veteran abalone divers who have probably given
away diving, but still have the skills from working
abalone in their cats in whatever seas that were
running on the day. Abalone divers don't go home
when it gets rough.

These are the sort of people who will absolutely
fall in love with the Glacier Bays - and they're the
sort of people GB need to demonstrate these craft if
they’re going to make the impact they deserve to
make in Australia.

In closing this point, I'd just like to observe for
readers who may be a bit alarmed or worried about
this reference to walking the cat offshore and ‘sitting
on the back of big ocean waves’ (etc). 

Don’t get me wrong here. These craft are so good
in their basic handling, you could put your 7 year old
grandson Johnny in charge at the helm for the run
down the Hawkesbury, because anybody - literally -
could drive the Glacier Bay completely safely and
competently in normal day to day conditions.

I'm simply making these comments for our readers
who do genuinely work wide offshore, run to the
Swains, the Montebellos, wherever.  Many F&B
readers are extremely experienced bluewater seamen,
and they want to know from F&B how the boat will
perform wide offshore when the land mass has long
since dipped below the horizon.

If they're putting out $150,000-$250,000 on a cat

that is unknown to them, they look to magazines such
as F&B for in-depth dialogue on the potential of the
boat - and I don’t want that to be misconstrued by
people who do not have such expectations or need
from their bluewater craft, to be seen as something
that's a bit scary and requires a level of skill they've
had no chance to learn at this point in their boating
career.

The GB's though, are probably the perfect cross-
over boat. 

How good is it to know that if you live in Sydney,
you have a gorgeous boat to work in the Harbour, to
watch the festivals, enjoy the fireworks off the Bridge
- and the following weekend jump into and quite
simply steam up to Port Stephens and/or down to
Jervis Bay? These boats have that capability and sure,
it might take a complete beginner a little bit of
training and practice to develop its full potential, but
that training is what I'm talking about, and that GB
need to focus upon. 

If GB buyers don't have those skills on start-up,
then it will be up to the GB team in Australia to find
skippers who can impart that knowledge as part of the
GB sales package.

Application 
Well, we've really given the game away in that last

section, haven't we? This is a beautiful boat for just
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about anything, and especially for day trips on the
Harbour, up the Hawkesbury, around to Westernport,
up and down the Gulfs - there's just about nowhere
these boats couldn't be used with great success and
enjoyment.

They have a special role to play for some of our
older readers like the writer who are troubled with
back or possibly hip problems, and really are looking
for a genuinely softer ride to make life on the water
more enjoyable. As far as cruising across Sydney
Harbour chop or running across Moreton Bay to
Tangalooma, for example, I've never been in a softer
riding boat of this size. 

If an exceptionally soft ride – the softest in its class
- is an issue in your boat purchasing decision, put the
glasses down: the GB’s have the solution.

It's beautifully finished, significantly better than
any of the Australian craft and obviously very well
built too, although I'm not sure it's necessarily any
better than what we do in Australia, because as far as
construction and engineering is concerned we build
some pretty darn good boats in this country.

In design terms, it lends itself to day boat work of
mixed kinds ie, cruising on the Harbour would be
very pleasant in this craft, and taking a bunch of
friends and kids out for the day would be an absolute
delight. It's easy to get on and off into the water,
really easy to drive and has all the comforts one
looks for in a family spending a day on the water.

On the weekend, the fishing crew can jump
onboard at dawn on Sunday morning and head off to
Brown Mountain, or up to the Norah Canyons with
more personal comfort than most fishos have ever
experienced - in a boat that is so stable at rest and on
the pick it's a fantastic platform.

It will be easy to clean and maintain too, because
it's all very well moulded fibreglass and everything
drains to a central sump pump, prior to being pumped
overboard.   

But whether the skipper is interested in light tackle
sportfishing or bottom fishing for table fish, it's hard
to imagine a more comfortable way of doing it.

Criticisms
Like so many of these American craft, Glacier Bay

really hasn't spent quite enough time on this model
developing the soft top or hardtop arrangement that it
really needs ‘downunder’.

They all look sleek and lovely when there's nothing
to interrupt the flowing lines of that superbly shaped
windscreen, but when some dill whacks on a typical
Aussie blue canvas canopy it's going to look like shit
and spoil the lines completely. 

And I must say, I wasn't too impressed with the
canopy set up that Glacier Bay made, either - I
haven't seen it in the flesh, just studied the pictures in

their media kit. (See inset).
I recognise this scarcely makes me an expert on

how they do it, but it still doesn’t look right. If I was
in the market for one of these boats I'd have a serious
talk to Phil Baker and the team at Craft Covers about
getting this world ranked genius of covers to come
up with something special that befits the design
integrity of the GB 2270.

Interestingly enough, all the Glacier Bay models,
like most of those from the likes of Four Winns,
Searay, Bayliner (etc) all have this American
obsession with low, swept back windscreens. Yes,
they all look fantastic on the Boat Show floor under
the spotlights next to the potted palms.

But out there on the bluewater, the windscreen set
up on this boat is bloody dreadful. We came back
from a couple of hours on the water looking like a
trio of well cooked lobsters. Because if the sun didn't
get us, the wind sure as hell did, and given the fine
mist of spray that flips over the forward gunwale
rubber, the skipper (me!) ended up with too much
salt, too much wind and far too much sun for his
ongoing health.

Obviously the Americans don't have the problem
we have in Australia, nor the need for the shade and
protection from the elements that the Australians
have come to expect in their craft. 

And this is where the biggest disadvantage of the
GB lies - the windscreen is set far too low for any
sort of decent protection for the crew, and it's going
to look bloody awful having a sloped “clear” half-
oxygen tent arrangement up to the soft top.

Given that you have to stand in boats like this
offshore when you're coming back with a summer
nor-easter up your tail, as you drive home straight
into the sun (as we do along the entire eastern
seaboard of Australia) this means that if there's a fair
bit of spray flying around in the afternoon (as there
always is) the skipper's either going to have to guess
where he's going, or open one of those silly little
half-circle zip outs, and cop it in his face for the
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entire 25-40 mile run home. 
Mr Graf, please, I'm sure your design team can

come up with something better than this and we
would urge you to contemplate building a fully
enclosed wheelhouse for this 2270 model as you
have done for some of the larger craft. 

In the meantime, for readers interested in one of
these very special craft (and let's face it, it's not hard
to get excited about them is it?) I would urge them to
make a private consultation with Phil Baker, or his
son Cameron and the team at Craft Covers on the
Gold Coast and discover why they are considered to
be one of the world's best canopy makers and people
who are renown for dealing with problems like this.

Conclusion
Definitely one of the most interesting boats I've

tested in years - and one I'm looking forward to
running again in the not too distant future. They have
a beautiful 2680 model which does have the full
wheelhouse arrangement and if it’s half as good as
the 2270 out on the ocean, then with its extra
waterline length and displacement, it should be an
exceptional craft too.

As tested, the 2270 seen here retailed from Bill
Fankhouser's Mustang Marine Sales yard (the Qld
agents for Glacier Bays) for $130,00. They also have
an American trailer available for it which is illegal in
Australia, but could possibly be used as a canal ramp
trailer or for legitimate highway towing if the owner
is willing to travel with oversize signs front and back,
flags, and twin flashing lights, etc.

But with the current boom in marinas occurring
around Australia (well, everywhere except NSW)
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there really doesn't seem to be a case to keep the boat
on a trailer when people like Trewin Transport can
shift it so economically from marina to marina with
the owner doing nothing more than picking up the
phone.

The Glacier Bay 2270 Isle Runner is a fascinating
new development in power cat benchmarking in
Australia. 

In its class, it's the softest boat we've ever driven -
it's beautifully built and fitted out with a breathtaking
attention to detail. From an investment viewpoint, in
a world of penny stocks, this is blue chip material.
F&B, 2006

HINDSIGHT. . . 
I remember this boat very well - we’d seen
them arrive from the ‘States, and onto
Mustang Marine right next door to our office. 
The design and finish was most impressive;
streets ahead of anything we were building in
cats OR monos, and the hulls were intriguing,
to say the least. Subsequent tests confirmed
these were indeed special cats; unbelievably
soft riding. Undoubtedly where THAT cliche
about ‘slicing through the water like a knife
thru hot butter’ originated!
However, a lot of non-cat people complained
the 2270 was too tender, hard to drive,
required constant trimming, felt ‘funny’ in
hard turns. . . all of which was quite true if
you didn’t know how to drive a cat. Those of
us that did, loved it. Would have one
tomorrow. In a heart beat. So there you go. PW
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New Discovery is highly desirable with
unrivalled capability and technology like no
other. It has been designed from the outset to
enable Land Rover customers to live the
lifestyle they aspire to. The result, according
to Land Rover,  is the best family SUV in the
world.
n The new Land Rover Discovery is a full-

sized, three-row, seven-seat SUV with
unbeatable capability and versatility
n It embodies Land Rover’s drive to go

Above and Beyond, combining British
desirability with an unstoppable spirit of
adventure

4WDs, Trailers & Towing

Renowned ‘Disco’ Steps Up Again
            AB’s                     4WDsWDs TraTrailers 
 & Towing

with
Peter Webster
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3. King of the hill: unstoppable on all
surfaces, all terrains and in all weathers
n Land Rover’s full-sized SUV architecture

delivers world-beating all-terrain capability
n Lightweight aluminium construction

saves 480kg, delivering enhanced efficiency
and CO2 emissions from 166g/km*
n Super clean Ingenium family grows with

adoption of 177kW, four-cylinder diesel
engine with 500Nm of torque
n Towing king: best-in-class 3,500kg

towing capacity and semi-autonomous
Advanced Tow Assist take the stress out of
difficult reversing manoeuvres

4. British creativity: designed with charm &
sophistication loved by the world
n Design retains key Discovery family

cues, adding optimised proportions and
sophisticated surfaces.          (Continued  Over)

n New Land Rover Discovery launches in
Australia from 1st August 2017.
n Pricing commences at $65 960 for the

Td4 S (5 Seat)

Seven principles describe the essence of
Discovery and have guided its creation:

1. The Magnificent Seven: every seat is the
best seat in the house
n Flexible interior provides seven full-sized

adult seats, instantly configurable from your
smartphone using the world-first remote
Intelligent Seat Fold technology

2. A much loved member of the family:
keeping you safe for the last 27 years
n Semi-autonomous safety technology

provides the family peace of mind
n Premium interior combines leading

design with durable, high-quality materials 
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5. Storage addiction: discover the space for
everything
n Up to 2,406-litres of luggage space and

clever storage for 21st century family
essentials

6. Connects every generation: Ingenious
features that make life easier
n Digital Discovery equipped with up to

nine USB ports, six 12-volt charging points
and an in-car WiFi hotspot for up to eight
devices

7. After the roads end: reaching threatened
habitats and vulnerable people
n New Discovery will continue Land

Rover’s work in humanitarian aid and
conservation projects around the world

Uluru, Australia, July 2017
The New Discovery embodies Land Rover’s

drive to go Above and Beyond, combining
British desirability with an unstoppable spirit
of adventure. It’s an authentic, three-row,
seven-seat SUV with unbeatable capability
and versatility. 

Everyday ingenuity has been at the heart of
the Discovery for the last 27 years. New
Discovery signals the transformation from
cogs to code with more than 1.2 million
customers with us on every step of the
journey. 

The fifth-generation model benefits from
Land Rover’s strong, safe and light full-size
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SUV architecture, delivering comfort and
adaptability like no other. 

The New Discovery is for the digital age.
Ingenious technology keeps your family safe,
connected and confident on all surfaces, all
terrains and in all weathers to ensure your
destination is reached.

Gerry McGovern, Land Rover’s Chief
Design Officer said: “New Discovery
redefines the large SUV. Land Rover’s design
and engineering teams have revolutionised
the Discovery DNA to create a highly
desirable, extremely versatile and hugely
capable premium SUV. We truly believe the
result is a radical departure in design that will
introduce the Discovery Family to a new,
wider customer base.”

Maximum ANCAP Rating
Independent vehicle safety authority,

ANCAP, has confirmed a 5 star safety rating
for the new Discovery. The large SUV boasts
strong scores in each of the four areas of
safety assessment, achieving 90% for Adult
Occupant Protection, 80% for Child Occupant
Protection, 75% for Pedestrian Protection and
a Safety Assist score of 73%.

“The Discovery earned its 5 star safety
rating showing strengths in structure, design
and equipment,” said ANCAP Chief Executive
Officer, Mr. James Goodwin.

“Crash test dummy readings indicated good
levels of protection of all critical body regions



third row of seats. It also accommodates
Discovery’s customary stadium seating
configuration, which sees each row of seats
positioned higher than the one in front,
ensuring every seat is the best seat in the
house.

Land Rover’s design and engineering
integrity ensures New Discovery is able to
accommodate seven full-sized adults in an
SUV body measuring less than five metres in
length (4,970mm). Most similar-sized
competitors provide 5+2 seating but New
Discovery is designed for 95th percentile
adults to sit comfortably in its rearmost seats,
providing complete interior flexibility. Both
third-row seats incorporate ISOFIX mounting
points (four in total), so families have the
freedom to put child seats in the most
appropriate seat for any journey.

AB

in the side impact test as well as the more
severe side pole test. Protection of the knees
and femurs for both the driver and passenger
in the frontal offset test was also good,”

“The Discovery is fitted as standard with all
three grades of autonomous emergency
braking – City, Interurban and Vulnerable
Road User – and all performed well during
testing,” Mr. Goodwin added.

Other standard safety features fitted to the
Discovery include head-protecting curtain
airbags available for all three seating rows*, a
manual speed limiter and emergency stop
signal. This 5 star ANCAP safety rating
applies to all Australian variants.

Trademark design features include the
stepped roofline, which has identified each of
the four previous generations of Discovery
and provides an elegant solution to a
practical need. The stepped profile optimises
headroom for passengers travelling in the
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� Build Your Own
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That Works!

� How To Turn A Tinnie
Into A Top Fishing Rig 

� Fixing That Rotten Old
Transom

� Dealing With ‘Soft’ Or 
Spongy Flooring

� Fibreglassing At Home - 
The Tradies’ Secrets!

� Rebuilding A Southwind
SF21 Cuddy

� Renovating A 40 Year 
Old DeHavilland Trojan

� Converting A Cuddy To A
Centre Console

� Haines Signature 1850L
Makeover

� Replacing Old Stringers
& Bearers

Save Thousands $$S

By Learning How To Do 
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� Turn A Bargain Into A Valuable
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� The LATEST Towing Rules & REGULATIONS � Rebuilding
An Old Trailer To Pass Rego � Why The Rhino Roof 

Topper Loaders Work So Well � Braking Systems That Work 
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BOOK 4
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� Safe Trailerboating - With The Family In Tow! 
� The  Secrets Of A Successful  

Beach-launching Set-up
� TIPS For Hassle-Free 

Trailer Boating   

(Putting The FUN
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trailerboating ! )

FULL DETAILS: How To Stop Boat ‘Twist’ on Multi-Roller Trailers

� Good News:
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Trailerboat To The
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The Secrets Of A Fabulous Outrigger System
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BOATS, TECHNIQUES & TACKLE
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� Muscle-up For The New Jigging Techniques!
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all down over the ‘phone - it couldn’t be
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will deliver the benefits of our world-class service
network to a broader range of customers.”

World-class innovation
Seven Marine, based in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

USA, was founded in 2010 by a team with many
years’ specialist experience in marine technology. 

With a proven track record in delivering high
performance gasoline outboards for the high-end
leisure market, Seven Marine produces the most
powerful outboard models in the world, running
at 557 and 627 hp. 

Thanks to the unmatched horsepower of its
outboards, the company is able to meet the
demand for larger, outboard powered boats.
Customers benefit from the ability to go farther,
faster, more efficiently with leading and
innovative product style and design.

The company’s small block V8 engines are
fitted horizontally and leverage modern,
automotive quality and technology. This includes
use of fresh-water cooling for enhanced durability
and corrosion protection and a supercharger to
produce excellent performance. 

Volvo Penta has over 110 years of experience
as a market leader in engine and propulsion
systems, delivering a history of innovations to the
marine industry, such as the Aquamatic
Sterndrive, Volvo Penta IPS, and Forward Drive.
The company’s easy boating philosophy is the
driving force behind groundbreaking solutions to
make boating easy, enjoyable and more fun.
With its current product portfolio, Volvo Penta
offers one of the widest ranges of world-class

Volvo Penta Becomes Majority Owner Of
Innovative Outboard Motor Manufacturer
Seven Marine . . . .(but wait, there’s more!)

Volvo Penta has signed an agreement to
become the major owner of American high

performance outboard company, Seven
Marine, enabling the Swedish company to
extend its scope of world-leading integrated
propulsion systems.

“With this acquisition, Volvo Penta is entering
the outboard motor segment,” says Volvo Penta
president, Björn Ingemanson. “With Seven
Marine, we are on a journey to expand the scope
of supply with our customers and invest in the
growth of a platform to shape the future of the
outboard industry.” 

The deal will broaden Volvo Penta’s technology
platform, offering a modular, cutting-edge
solution, regardless of the energy source, to
deliver the desired power in the water. Seven
Marine will be able to further develop its existing
innovative outboard technology to satisfy a wider
range of needs for its premium and exclusive
customer base. This acquisition will strengthen
their combined footprint in the marine market.

“This is an exciting step for Volvo Penta,” says
Ron Huibers, president of Volvo Penta of the
Americas. “We are combining the strength of two
highly innovative companies to deliver an
unbeatable engine range for the gasoline
segment. We will not only come to market with
an extremely attractive outboard solution, but we
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marine diesel and gasoline engines in the
industry.  

Shared Vision
The use of automotive technology is a common

aspect between Volvo Penta’s petrol sterndrive
range and Seven Marine’s outboard motors.
Seven Marine’s approach to exploring new
techniques and design architecture is a key driver
behind Volvo Penta’s decision to become
majority owner in Seven Marine. 

With this acquisition, the two companies will
collaborate to continue to develop Seven
Marine’s leading outboard offerings, which not
only leverages the strength of the company’s
existing technology, but also has sustainability in
mind. 

The Seven Marine concept mirrors the
successful strategy we have followed in pursuing
automotive technology,” says Björn Ingemanson,
president of Volvo Penta. “Just as we are a
leader in diesel and petrol engine technology,
Seven Marine leads its market for state-of-the-art
outboards.”

He adds: “We have a shared vision for the
future, and this deal provides an ideal platform for
us to grow and adapt together. We will move
forward in leading the development of world-class

(Continued over on page 116) 
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performance and sustainability for the most
premium of outboard motor segments.” 

Seven Marine will operate as a stand-alone
entity retaining its brand, product line and
organizational structure. 

Ron Huibers, Volvo Penta’s president of the
Americas region, will be the chairman of Seven
Marine and Rick Davis will remain as Seven
Marine’s president and CEO. 

With this approach, Seven Marine will benefit
from the strength and stability of being part of a
larger, international organization, while still
maintaining its entrepreneurial spirit.

“This is a great development for us,” says Rick
Davis, president and CEO, at Seven Marine. “As
a young company we have pushed ourselves
forward to revolutionize the outboard experience
in a short period of time. And in partnering with
Volvo Penta, we will have a solid backing to
continue improving the customer experience
through the pursuit of technological and
innovation advancement.”

The agreement is subject to conditions and is
expected to close in the near future.

. . . And Cimco Marine enters into patent
licensing agreement with Seven Marine
and Volvo Penta
July 8 2017

Cimco Marine gets access to Seven
Marine’s entire portfolio of patented
innovative solutions for large outboards.

Cimco Marine AB (publ), the developer of what
it claims is the world’s first diesel outboard in the
high power segment, has entered into an
agreement primarily concerning the licensing of
certain patents, with petrol outboard
manufacturer, Seven Marine LLC, and AB Volvo
Penta.

Yesterday, Volvo Penta announced the
acquisition of a majority share in the US
company Seven Marine LLC. In connection with

the acquisition, Cimco Marine, Seven Marine and
Volvo Penta have entered into an agreement
regarding certain patents.

The agreement concerns the licensing of
international patents, where Cimco Marine gets
access to Seven Marine’s entire portfolio of
patented innovative solutions for large outboards.

Seven Marine and other Volvo Penta-
companies become entitled, by license, to use all
of Cimco Marine’s patented solutions, except for
Cimco Marine’s patented belt driven propulsion
system, for the production of petrol outboards in
all power segments and diesel outboards
producing more than 400 bhp. No other
compensation than the right to each other’s
patents is payable by any party under the
agreement. According to the agreement, the
parties shall explore the possibility of a deepened
collaboration.

Cimco Marine, that produces and develops
diesel outboards for commercial and
governmental use and whose business plan
comprises engines between 100 to 400 bhp,
welcomes the new agreement and hopes to
increase the collaboration between the
companies.

"It is very positive and fun when companies
that, each in their own way, are world leading on
a world-wide market, can find ways to work
together. Cimco is a small and relatively new
company that during the last five years has
developed several unique patented solutions and
managed to produce the world’s first real diesel
outboard in the high power segment, with
approximately 800 contracted distributors
throughout the world. Volvo Penta is a large,
world leading, global supplier of inboards and
complete drive systems for boats, that has
approximately 3,500 distributors in more than 130
countries. It is of course under these actual
conditions that the possibilities of a collaboration
will be explored by the parties," says Andreas
Blomdahl, chairman of the board of Cimco
Marine.

"The agreement materially strengthens Cimco’s
position in the segment for diesel outboards up to
400 bhp and our business case. Under the
agreement, Seven Marine/Volvo Penta obtains
neither any production licenses for that segment
nor for our belt driven propulsion system,"
Blomdahl added.
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It’s As Simple As
Step 1,2,3 . . .  

Step 1
Turn on the computer or tablet, and tap
in 

www.australianboatmags.com.au 

into the browser’s address panel at the
top, and our home page (just like this)
will appear on screen almost instantly . .

Step 2
With your Subscription Number in hand,
(or Tax Invoice Number if you’ve
purchased a single copy) carefully tap in
your personal Subscription NUMBER -
not your name. Check them carefully
(there are 16 in total) and press the
LOG IN button next to the numbers, and 

Step 3 
. . . the “G’day!” or Welcome page

appears with seven coloured bars next to
the current Australian Boat Mag’s
cover, to take you straight to wherever
you want to go, instantly.  

Step 4
Having clicked on the navy blue bar for
“The Latest Edition of Australian Boat
Mag” here’s where we see the
magazine. As you CLICK on the Latest
Edition Bar, 30-40 seconds later, the
magazine pops up on screen, ready to
enjoy. But remember, whilst it is on your
screen - it is NOT yet saved into your
computer, and we need to do that, now.   

Downloading ‘Australian Boating’ PDF Edition
After you’ve downloaded the PDF edition of Australian Boating onto your computer, tablet

or smartphone (or any device) you can then read it anytime or anywhere without the
internet. Furthermore, you can keep it on a virtual ‘bookshelf’, or build up your own AB

library in a convenient folder on your desktop, easily print out pages, reports (or the whole
magazine in minutes) and/or transfer the issue to your iPad or smart phone with your

Subscription number. And it is now so much easier to do . . .    



Step 5
By the way, the first stage that loads is
often far too big . .  but before you adjust
the actual IMAGE, make sure its window
is a good size to view - not like this one,
which is hopeless. The window is too
small for this size image, 
so we need to make a couple of
adjustments . . .

Step 6
So firstly, adjust the size of the magazine
WINDOW for good reading on screen
with the bottom right corner tab . . . . 

Step 7
Next, we need to get the magazine
down to a convenient size in that
window, right?  To do that, gently moving your mouse arrow (or ‘hand’) across
the bottom of the image window will raise a control bar like this - or possibly
one that’s wider with even more controls. As you can see, the two ‘magnifying
glass’ symbols INCREASE or DECREASE the image . . .  Many computer
systems have these controls on the top ‘TOOLS’ bar - so if this control panel
doesn’t appear  at the bottom - don’t worry - you’ll find all the PDF controls on
the top as well. They will look like this grey bar:  

Step 8
Now all we have to do is SAVE this magazine PDF file
where you can easily access it in the future.
There are several ways to do this - but we find the easiest
method is to do a normal “Save As” in your internet software
program such as Explorer (in PC’s) or Safari (Apple/Mac
devices) - and whilst there are countless programs that
people use, every single browser program has a “Save As”
facility.
Most people have an Australian Boat Mags folder on the
desktop; many readers with Windows PC’s put them in a
folder in “My Documents”. 
It doesn’t really matter where the magazines are kept, as
long as they are safely saved for the future, and where you
can acess them in seconds, 24/7. 

On some computers, this symbol can be used right
off  to  ‘SAVE’ the PDF (the magazine) to a Download
Folder - but most PCs are best done as a regular
SAVE AS
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Peter’s Tips For Faster& More Enjoyable  AB
Magazine Reading

Learn to use the PDF system - it is so easy and quick.

n In Acrobat (the program for reading PDF files like AB) go to
VIEW in the very top tool bar. The drop down Menu will list PAGE
DISPLAY which will give you 4 ways of viewing the mag - but
Single Page or Two-Up are best. Two-Up is by far the best way of
browsing through the magazine usually, before going back to
SINGLE Page to read something intently. 

Trick: When you tick ‘Two Pages To View’  . . . also tick ‘Show
Cover Page In Two Page View’ so the magazine is displayed
just like a printed magazine in sequenced double page spreads.

n Browse thru the magazine with 
(1) The scroll slider on the side of your screen 
(2) The ‘Page Down’ keys on the keyboard or 
(3) Use the page arrows on the tool bar, or 

(4) Use the page arrows (shown above) in the tool bar -
whatever is easiest for you. 

Or, if you know the page number you want, just type the page
number into this box (it’s on every tool bar) and press ENTER. It’s
a very handy way of getting around the magazine.

n “93” shown here in the tool bar, is the number of pages in
this particular issue - simple, hey!  Go to contents (always P.2,
P.3) first, check the page you need, and tap that page number
into this box on the tool bar - and bingo, you are there in
milliseconds.  

n Use the up down ( + ) or ( - ) symbols to resize the pages
and type for a comfortable reading size.

Printing
n Printing out stuff (or the whole darn magazine) is a piece of

cake. Just click on the “Printer” symbol, put in the pages you want
printed - and grab your stapler! 

Trouble Shooting
n “AAaarrrgghh! My subs number doesn’t seem to work . .”

Probably because it’s run out! It’s easy to check - if your number
was (say)

0784 8207 0215 4216 
the ’0215’ translates to February, 2015 . . so it’s time to renew! 

n Subs are now only $61 x 12, $33 x 6, $19 x 3 and $11.95 for
single copies, and can be booked online by ‘phone direct to Mary,
our subscription manager.   

� It’s Brilliant: The New 2017 Beneteau 6 Barracuda

� Special Report: The Fascinating 30° Deep Vee Oceancraft 6000
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� Brooke Takes Us
On A Family 

Holiday Tour Of 
Her Tweed

Coast

� We Continue To Ask
The Hard Questions:

Which Are The Softest
& Most Stable -

MMoonnooss  oorr  CCaattss??

Loading, Transfering or
Storing AB or ABM’s PDF

Books On Your Tablet
(or Smart Phone) 

There are nearly as many ways of
doing this as there are different
tablets, laptops and ‘smart’ phones. 

Some general rules apply to them all,
though, and in our experience now, we
know that once the process is done the
first time - from then on, it is simplicity
itself. It’s mainly the first time that
the process is all decidedly
mysterious!

Firstly, all devices have a “search
engine” which allows you to type in the
name of our web site
www.ausboatmags.com.au
then ‘log-in’ with your Membership
Number; this takes you to the ‘G’day’ or
‘Welcome’ page’ on our web site. Click
on the dark blue bar marked
Australian Boating - and the
magazine will start downloading
instantly.

When it’s downloaded, SAVE it to a
desktop folder, iBooks, or wherever
your system will display the covers.

For Apple users, iTunes is a very
common place to load and file the
magazine - they even have a section
for PDF publications. And you can then
use the iTunes sync system to share
the magazines between devices - just
like your favourite music albums. 

Increasingly, readers are using
Cloud storage synced to their various
devices. Many believe this will be the
way of the future.



2011
F&B’s Australian Boatowner #1 January-
February – Cuddles 29/30 Cruiser
F&B’s Australian Boatowner #2 May-June –
1980 Mariner 31 Cruiser
F&B #180 August – Savage 640 Sabre (Ally)

2012
F&B’s TBM #186 April - 1974 Nova 2200
B/Deck
F&B’s TBM #187 May – 1986 Haines Signature
2250
F&B’s TBM #188 June – 1979 Randell 32
F&B’s TBM #190 July-August – Steber 530
Fisherman
F&B’s TBM #191 October – Riviera 30
Flybridge
F&B’s TBM #192 November – Mustang 2400
F&B’s TBM #193 December – Precision 45

2013
TBM #194 January – Honeymoon 26
TBM #195 February – Sharkcat 560
TBM #196 March – 1986 Riviera Flybridge 38
Mk11
TBM #197 April – 1979 Markham Whaler 16
TBM #198 May – 1975 Formula 233
TBM #199 June – 1979 Seafarer 6.3 Volante
TBM #200 July – 1976 Twin Test Monark vs
Haines Hunter V117R
TBM #201 August – 87 Steber 36 Express
Flybridge Fisherman
TBM #203 October – Bertram 28
TBM #204 November – Kevlacat 5.2 Explorer
TBM #205 December – 1988 Riviera 27
Express 

2014
TBM #206 January – Nautiglass V150
TBM #207 February – Cruise Craft 800
President 
TBM #208 March – Kingston 770
TBM #209 April – Haines Hunter 565 Centre
Console
TBM #211 June – Haines Signature 543F
TBM #212 July – Southwind 640 Cuddy
TBM #213 August – Whittley 700 Cruisemaster
TBM #214 Septemb – Cruise Craft Outsider 685
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TBM #215 October – Haines Signature 630F
TBM #216 November – Haines Hunter 635 W/A
ABM #217 December – Arvor 20 Diesel

2015
ABM #218 January – Dominator 700 Canyon
Runner
ABM #219 February – Haines Signature 483F
ABM #220 March – Pacific Sportfish 7.4 (plate)
W/A
ABM #221 April – Haines Signature 600F
ABM #222 May – CCC 8.0 Mini Game Boat
ABM #223 June – Quintrex 4.35 Trophy
ABM #224 July – Haines Signature 702C
ABM #225 August – Blackwatch 26
ABM #226 September – Cruise Craft Explorer
500
ABM #227 October – Quintrex 455 Escape
R/Bout
ABM #228 November – JBS 5.8 W/A
ABM #229 December – Sailfish 5.0m Ally Cat

2016
ABM #230 January – Haines Signature 460 SF
ABM #231 February – Ocean Cylinder 7300
“Shutterbug”
ABM #232 March – Haines Signature 650F
ABM #233 April – Whittley 660 Cruiser
AB #234 May – Noosacat 4400 W/A
AB #235 June – Haines Signature 600RF
AB #236 July – Mustang 2250 (Diesel)
Walkaround
AB #237 August – Quintrex 455 TopEnder
AB #238 September – Haines Hunter 773L
AB #239 October – Haines Signature 530 BR
AB #240 November – Stingray 7.2 (platey)
AB #241 December  – Haines Signature 702L

2017
AB #242 January - Runaway 6000 (platey)
AB #243 February - Haines Signature 702 WA
AB #244 March -  Sportfish 5.8 W/around
AB #245 April - Cairns Custom Craft 5700 Cat
AB#246 May - Quntrex 650 Offshore
AB#247 June - Cruise Craft Executive 700
AB#248 July - Glacier Bay 2270 (cat)

RETRO BOAT TESTS
as republished in AB and previous magazines

($5.00 ea, or free for current subscribers)



          ABM’sABM’s BOATRenovationsions 
& MaMakeOveeOvers

Asset!

Hundreds of Tips’n’Tricks for trailerboat owners who want to know how the professionals do it !

� Build Your Own
Fibreglass ICE CHEST -
That Works!

� How To Turn A Tinnie
Into A Top Fishing Rig 

� Fixing That Rotten Old
Transom

� Dealing With ‘Soft’ Or 
Spongy Flooring

� Fibreglassing At Home - 
The Tradies’ Secrets!

� Rebuilding A Southwind
SF21 Cuddy

� Renovating A 40 Year 
Old DeHavilland Trojan

� Converting A Cuddy To A
Centre Console

� Haines Signature 1850L
Makeover

� Replacing Old Stringers
& Bearers

Save Thousands $$S

By Learning How To Do 

Your Own Boat Maintenance!

� Turn A Bargain Into A Valuable

$AUD
14.95

Book 2.5

Now Available . . the ONLINE PDF Edition of the very popular and
widely acclaimed reference work for the DIY and Reno enthusiast:

ABM’s Boat

Renovations & MakeOvers
Completely revised, 156 Page, Book 2.5 edition with many extra features
including the in-depth look at Neil Dunstan’s infamous 6.4m Dehavilland

Trojan (and how he went about restoring it to create a comfortable fishing
cruiser) plus restoration projects on a Signature, CruiseCraft, Quintrex
along with generic reports on restoring just about anything in GRP and

aluminium. All your favourite DIY authors - Neil Dunstan, Tony Ravenscroft,
Steve Jones and many others. Just $14.95 with an instant download.

Check out R&Ms’ contents and previews on

www.australianboatmags.com.au

n 156 Pages
n Std 275mm H 

x 205mm W
n Easy to read, 

simple layout
n Now available
with PW’s Step By
Step guide to
setting up your PC
for max enjoyment
of a our digital
productions - (It’s
so easy when you
know how!)



Having trouble reading your digital mag? Not
happy with your computer settings - but unsure

how to fix it - without ‘losing’ the mag
completely? (GGggggrrrrrr . .!!) Not to worry -

help is at hand . . . 

The GOOD News:
Editor PeterW has made a plain
English video ‘walking’ readers -
step by step - through the
easiest ways to set up and use
your computer with a digital mag
like Australian Boating and our
growing digital book collection.
It’s practical, timely and free.
And like so many things today,
once you’ve seen how it’s done,
you won’t believe how easy it is
to ‘drive’ your PC or laptop in the
future to get the most satisfaction
from any digital publication.  

We’ve All Gone Through It . . .

More good news: PW is only on
screen for 37.4 seconds (that’s a
relief!!) before it becomes an on-
screen production, and you can
actually SEE what he’s doing as he
moves the cursor around the screen,
taking readers through the best
procedures for

� Downloading the magazine.          
� SAVING the mag forever. 
� Getting the best page size to read
the words comfortably. 
� Changing from single page view to
two page view - and back again - in
seconds.             
� Moving back and forth through the
mag’s editorial contents instantly.
� Setting up the videos for max
viewing enjoyment.  

www.australianboatmags.com.au

Click on pic to start video

https://vimeo.com/198781163


PL ATE AL LOYBoats Of Australia  Australia    
- BOOK 7.5 - AUD $19.95

� FAQs About � Desals � Gen Sets � Paints & Finishes � Outboards � Diesels � Toilet Systems
� Latest Architect ALLY KITS& PLANS � Working With The Builder � The Documentation

CCoolllleeccttoorr’’ss  EEddiittiioonn
UUppddaatteedd TToo  22001144

www.australianboatmags.com.au

This is the biggest, most comprehensive publication we
have ever produced. 322 pages, hundreds of

photographs, 6 authors, dozens of plans, 11 project boats
and 15 years in the making. 

To study the full contents properly, check the previews and order your
own OFFLINE PDF ʻCollectorʼs Edition  ̓please go to this ʻlive  ̓link: 

TECH SPECS:

Plate Alloy Boats of
Australia Book 7.5
“COLLECTORʼS EDITION”

Is an ʻofflineʼ PDF -based
publication that is
downloaded from our web
site
www.australianboatmags.
com.au
onto your computerʼs (iPad
etc) desktop, after which it
can be accessed 24/7
without any internet
connection. A 29.7mb
download using our hugely
popular SEA Library PDF
protocols, it has terrific
typography, magazine
layout and countless
breathtaking pics.
Wonderful just to browse.
We recommend you file it in
a convenient folder where
you can access it as
required, either to read as
reference, inspiration or
enjoyment, or to print out as
you need. 

Published in our usual
ʻprintableʼ American quarto
275mm H x 205mm W,
with 322 pages grouped in
six principal sections. 

$19.95 rr, available to
download now, credit card
purchasing as per normal
subscription and shop
activity. 

PL ATE AL LOYBoats Of Australia  Australia   
- BOOK 7.5 - AUD $19.95

� FAQs About � Desals � Gen Sets � Paints & Finishes � Outboards � Diesels � Toilet Systems
� Latest Architect ALLY KITS & PLANS � Working With The Builder � The Documentation

CCoolllleeccttoorr’’ss  EEddiittiioonn

This is one of the biggest, most comprehensive
publications we have ever produced. 322 pages,

hundreds of photographs, 6 authors, dozens of study
plans, 11 project boats and 15 years in the making.


	AB 248 000-001
	AB 248 002-003
	AB 248 004-011
	AB 248 012-013
	AB 248 014-027
	AB 248 028-031
	AB 248 032-035
	AB 248 036-057
	AB 248 058-063
	AB 248 064-065
	AB 248 066-069
	AB 248 070-071
	AB 248 072-075
	AB 248 076-077
	AB 248 078-095
	AB 248 096-097
	AB 248 098-107
	AB 248 108-111
	AB 248 112-113
	AB 248 114-116
	AB 248 117-124



