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Peter Webster’s

Comment

F

or boat owners and boating families, the festive
season offers a much needed break of at least 2
to 3 days for most of us, or the longer and very
popular break between Christmas Eve and (work)
Day One in January.
For some lucky families, it can even allow the
opportunity to take off various lengths of holiday
time ranging from the traditional Christmas - New
Year break, plus the invaluable extra weeks they may
be able to string together.
Given that most families now have not one, but two
breadwinners, getting the time off together, is
increasingly difficult - and that’s without adding in all
the issues those pesky children introduce into the
holiday equation.
Thinking back on the days when we had four kids
at school, the more I realise how lucky we were. We
talk a lot about Australia being the ‘Lucky Country’,
and I think we baby boomers did actually live in what
proved to be the lucky country through the 1960s and
1970s, (Vietnam notwithstanding) in terms of our
lifestyle, employment, job security and social fabric.
In the natural order of things, I sometimes think
Australia was in a better place in that era…
Family holidays are a good example. The fact that
it’s become so difficult to take them together, as a
family unit, is an example how modern life has
impacted adversely on today’s families. For the wife
and mother to get this time off to coincide with the
father, at the same time the kids can be dragged away
from netball, tennis, cricket (whatever) is becoming
quite difficult to achieve.
Now to do this with several families, is almost an
impossibility. That’s one of the main things I notice
very clearly compared to the 1960s, 1970s and
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1980s. In our family, we might work it out to meet
with my brother Tom and his wife Judy and their
three children at places such as Bermagui NSW, for a
fishing-camping week together. It took a bit of
juggling sometimes, but by and large, if we gave each
other enough notice, we’d all get together for an
enhanced holiday experience.
It was easier then to do this, because by wife Mary
didn’t ‘work’ in an external job, so it was always
simpler for us to decide we were going to XYZ for
one, two or three weeks. As the responsible
breadwinner (with some obvious shortcomings, my
family would want pointed out!) I worked the
business, and organised the camping gear, boats and
important stuff like the fishing tackle (yeah – I know;
the obvious goes without saying!) and Mary looked
after the family issues. It was her role to prepare all
the paraphernalia a family of two plus four very
active children required, being assembled for such
adventures.
Again, with hindsight, I realise how extraordinarily
lucky we were for that situation to exist. Over a
period (1974 to 1988) we enjoyed travelling right
around Australia with four kids, the dog, tents and
boats all somehow stuffed in, around, and behind the
ever-faithful Toyota Land Cruisers we used through
that period.
We weren’t alone doing this by any stretch of the
imagination. Thousands of families were doing the
same thing; we’d quite often meet-up at different
fishing locations and share a coldie at the adult level,
whilst the kids would disappear off into the adjacent
beaches, headlands, townships etc., to explore in and
around the camping ground.
In our case, the kids were always guarded by their
faithful “security hound”, Rastas, a bitsa of samoyd,
kelpie and border collie extraction. In the 16 years we
had that wonderful dorg, we never put him on a lead
in a camping ground, or a beach – and he’d never let
the kids out of his sight, literally rounding ‘em up like
sheep if he felt they were swimming out too far, or
getting lost in the bushes. Amazing. Secure. Safe.
Then, in the early ‘90s, they starting bringing in the
‘No Dogs’ rule at camping grounds all over Australia.
In the name of progress.
That wonderful freedom our kids experienced is
pretty much gone now, isn’t it? I can’t imagine
today’s young parents pulling up to a camping
ground, erecting the tent (A what? You’re joking,
right?) for 2-3 weeks, and then settling back to relax
as the kids disappeared off exploring the beaches,
headlands, etc.
In all of the dozens of places we visited around
Australia, from Exmouth to North Queensland, and
everywhere in between, over a 15 year period, the
children could do pretty much as they wanted to,

6 Production Street Noosaville Qld 4566 Australia
Phone (07) 5449 8888 Email mail@noosacat.com.au
Fax (07) 5449 9480 Website www.noosacat.com.au

Comment . . .
provided they stayed together as a team, and had
Rastas with them.
This all sounds inconceivable at this point in time,
but that’s how it was for all those years. The kids
were safe; they looked after each other, and stayed
within a set of common sense ground rules.
But so much has changed. This sort of thing
scarcely happens anymore because hardly anyone has
four kids; most wives and mothers have to work 4-5
days a week, and let’s not forget that other little gem
that has invaded today’s world, the COST of
travelling together as a family around Australia and
staying in places like the Big Four caravan parks in
the mandatory school holidays, is often prohibitively
expensive for a family, for more than a very
expensive long weekend.
It is actually much cheaper (I’m reliably informed
by my mob) to jump on a P&O cruise ship for 10
days, or alternatively, fly to Fiji with the family for a
fortnight. I don’t doubt that for a minute, either.
I just think it’s very sad that so few of today’s kids
are going to grow up with a view of Australia that my
mob were able to glean, having travelled so
extensively round this wonderful country, and spent
such quality time with their parents in the cocoon that
we otherwise called our Land Cruiser.
Times Have Definitely Changed
It’s with no little sadness I recognise that not too
many families will be able to get away for that sort of
holiday this Christmas. Similarly, not too many
families will be looking to buy a boat for the same
sort of reasons – most are now as much time-poor as
financially tight. Families are finding it difficult now
to get away together at all, never mind (say) 10-15 or

so weekends of the year for a boating camping fishing
adventure.
The competing pressures are immense. As I am
writing this, part of our family – eldest son Jeff and
wife Helen are travelling in a motor home through
Spain with teenage siblings; another son, Jody, his
wife Alisha and their two little girls are in Brazil,
South America on a work/holiday expedition;
daughter Tracy and David (plus Kyla and Matty) are
about to board ship to do their annual South Pacific
Xmas-New Year cruise, whilst #4 son Jamie, Melissa
and family (thankfully) will be heading south to spend
some quality time at Tuross Lakes (one of the
family’s favourite locations on the Far South Coast of
NSW) with another week down at Merimbula.
Jamie and Melissa are rarities, actually. They would
both like nothing more than to purchase a boat to take
with them because they still love the family boating
world, and Jamie still believes it is a better option
than overseas travel – he is quite clear about that. But
(and there’s always a ‘But’ isn’t there?) he and his
family need to extend their house in Sydney (selling
up and re-buying is out of the question) and they have
to replace their eight-year-old Commodore wagon,
because it is costing too much to maintain . . . So the
boat has now slipped back down the list of priorities.
So I’m a little rueful about all this talk of personal
development in our New World society… it seems to
me, most of us are working harder for less (in real
terms), in a time frame where the value of our work /
effort is being negated by exceptionally high costs.
When we read things like “You need to earn $180,000
(plus!) a year to afford to buy a house in Sydney”. Or
where the cheapest properties in the big cities like
Melbourne and Sydney start around $500-$600,000 . .
even up here in the south east urban corridor from
north Brisbane down to the Gold Coast and the

Starting this month, Editor PW begins an in-depth series
of reports on the three best ways to buy a cruiser - and
commences with buying secondhand. Boats like this
venerable Mariner 43, one of the best (older style) deep
sea, long range, sea kindly gameboats - and today,
available for a mere fraction of its replacement cost.
See Page 40 for more . .
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My Thrifty Yanmar
“That’s how I sum up the amazing performance of the Yanmar
6BY2 fitted to my Cheviot 32.
My wife and I logged more than 2000 hours on the Yanmar as we
travelled from Perth, across the top of Australia then all the way
south down the East coast back to Melbourne.
At 1800 RPM we made 9 knots and fuel consumption was only 4.5
litres per hour. The engine never once faltered pushing the 5 tonne
all-timber semi displacement hull almost the whole way around
Australia.
Motoring the entire trip in a 32’ single engine power boat was truly
an amazing experience. I felt entirely comfortable knowing that I had
a Yanmar aboard!”
Tim Phillips
Principal- Wooden Boat Shop, Sorrento

Yanmar 6BY2
191kW (260mph) @ 4000rpm

Phone: 1800 069 469

• Class leading fuel economy
• CAN Bus Electronic Controls

www.powerequipment.com.au

• 6 cylinder 2.993 litre displacement
• Common Rail Fuel System technology

• Yanmar Transmission
options

Comment . . .
Tweed River, most project homes start at about
$375,000 - $425,000 . . You really have to wonder
where this is all headed. Who’d want to be a young
married couple putting together $40-$50,000 as a
deposit on a house with a mortgage of $400-$500,000
when you start?
So when thinking about the festive season, I think
sometimes we need to hold back, and take a good
hard look at what it is we’re trying to achieve in
working the way we are, on the projects we are doing,
for the results we are getting.
More From Our South Aussie Team
Readers will have noticed the spectacular race boat
photography in our SA Editor’s Di Ross and John
Batty’s recent previews of the Aust vs. USA
Powerboat Championships to be held in Berri, South
Australia, next month on the 23rd and 24th of
January.
Di Ross is a most unusual woman, surely. Not only
was she an original river ski-racing lady in her teens,
but after a lengthy career working as a specialist
armourer with the RAN ships and submarines in the
dockyards around South Australia’s waterfront, she
has a most unusual understanding of powerboats and
of all things, high end powerboat racing.

Di became involved in the Berri Spectacular
Championships at the behest of a very keen, hardworking bunch of amateurs in Berri who won the
rights to stage this premier event on the Australian
powerboat racing calendar.
It reminds me so much of the world of speedway
that I knew so intimately back in the 1970s, in what
was one of the most interesting periods of my life. I
loved working with the speedway drivers, teams,
mechanics, promoters, fans etc, at racetracks all over
Australia when we launched and published the
original version of national magazine Speedway
Racing News.
Looking at Di’s work with the South Aussie
powerboat racing fraternity, one cannot help but make
the comparison – and it is particularly so, when we
write about the work and effort these dedicated
8
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powerboat enthusiasts are putting into this major
event.
I can totally understand the impact this event will
have on Berri and the surrounding community.
Thousands of fans will pour into this unique riverside
community on the banks of the Murray River, to
watch what will prove to be some of the most
spectacular, high performance river racing ever seen in
Australia, as our guys go head-to-head with several of
the top American ‘pilots’ and their state-of-the-art
machinery.
What got right up Di Ross’ nose, was the fact that
the organisers have had such a struggle to get any
support whatsoever from the South Australian Tourism
people.
Not only is this disappointing at a personal level and
heartbreaking from the organisational viewpoint, it is
morally bankrupt of the South Australian Government
to ignore such good work by a struggling regional
community doing their level best – with no little
success, I must add - to boost the economy in South
Australia.
This state, I remind you, has lost much of its
manufacturing income from the automotive and allied
industries; this is the state screaming to get the
submarine contract to the extent Australia will
probably be pushed into buying the wrong sort of
submarine just to slate the South Australian political
system. And yet here we have a home grown South
Aussie organisation working their backsides off to
bring millions of dollars into the S.A. economy, with
the opportunity of garnering world wide publicity and the South Australian tourism people in their fancy
downtown offices in Adelaide, can’t be bothered to get
involved in any way, shape or form.
This is a truly disgraceful situation, and our hearts
and minds go out to these people in Berri, S.A. It’s
part of the reason why we’ve gone a bit overboard in
our support of them.
However, it’s not just altruism (or Di’s enthusiasm)
that has encouraged and developed our support. I’m
very aware that we have thousands of readers who
have all had sorts of involvement in motor racing of
one kind or another; we have hundreds of readers who
have been involved in water sports such as high
performance ski-racing, let alone pure powerboat
racing, both inshore and offshore. Furthermore, part of
the Australian ethos I respect so much, is the way most
Aussie blokes love all sorts of sport at the top levels.
It doesn’t mean we’ll go to every AFL, soccer or
league game, or every cricket match – but it does
mean that most of us will keep an eye on what
happens at the Boxing Day test at the MCG; most of
us will have a pretty good idea of what happens in the
Sydney-Hobart yacht race from Boxing Day, and I
doubt there’s a reader that didn’t follow Craig

It’s Happened:

Single Engine Mako Cats
MAKO CAT 450
Exceptional stability, flat
cockpit floor, easily the
softest riding boat of this
size, simplified launching &
retrieval (can ONLY go off
and on the trailer properly),
wonderful rough water
handling - amazingly
economical performance
with just 40-60hp
outboards. It fits in a
normal garage, and can be
towed with any 1.5L sedan
or SUV.

Introducing an
‘overnight success’
about 40 years in the
making: The single
engine Mako cat.
When Bruce Harris first
popularised the “Sharkcat”
in the early 1970’s the focus
was on carrying twin
engines as much as it was
on twin hulls, as outboards
back then were not very
reliable, and offshore
fishermen needed two
outboards for safety . . . but
today’s 4-stroke outboards
are completely reliable,
smooth, economical, light
and powerful; we just don’t
need two of them for
reliability or peace of mind.
Single engine cats are not
really new; the trick has
been to get them to perform
as well as the twin engined
versions.
Now, by combining his
vast 40 years of ally boat
design experience, with his
unrivalled knowledge of
production ally boatbuilding,
Alf Stessl has mastered a
range of single engine cats
that will change the way
Australian fishermen go
boating.
It’s finally happened.
Twin hull performance with
mono economy.

Mako 450 Cat

MAKO CAT 485

Mako 485 Cat

Arguably the biggest 16
footer on the planet,
arguably the softest riding
boat in this class, with
roughwater handling
capability that is second to
none. The 485 is now
available as a centre (or
side) console, runabout
(shown here) or the cuddy.
It is easily towed by almost
any 4WD, and works
superbly with a single
80-115hp outboard.

Mako 520 Cat

MAKO CAT 520
Available as a centre/side
console, runabout or with a
cuddy cabin, the 520 is
capable of going just about
anywhere, anytime with
legendary cat stability and
soft riding performance that
leaves similar sized monos
in its smooth, flat, wake. Not
with two big expensive
engines, either - it does all
this on a single 100 -115hp
outboard.

Mako 450 Cat

Mako 485 Cat

Mako 520 Cat

Mako 485 Cat

Australian Power Cats Pty Ltd
ABN - 60 164 036 300

52-54 Nobility Street, MOOLAP, Vic 3224
Phone 03 5248 0622 Fax 03 5248 0044 E-mail stesslboats@bigpond.com
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to wither ‘on the vine’ and the necessary
infrastructure (dealers, suppliers, service shops, etc)
will be irrepairably weakened.
Lowndes and the Red Bull racing team around
Sad to say, scarcely a new fibreglass boat was
Bathurst this year – true?
last year in trailerboat land. Yachting
developed
So in that context, I’m not too fazed by going a bit
is non-existent, and only two or three
manufacturing
overboard on world class powerboat racing down on
builders are left.
boat
power
luxury
the Murray River in January. I wish them every
In 2015, we saw an industry struggling at almost
success for what is promising to be a first-class,
level, with disappointing boat show
every
exciting spectacle and one that I would really love to
poor new boat sales across the board,
attendances,
see myself. But then, I’ve always been something of a
prices (critical for trade-in continuity)
boat
used
and
rev-head!
continuing their depressing fall(s) as the hoped for
numbers of new and used boat buyers went missing
Year’s End
for another year. So much so, it has inspired this
Frankly, I found the year just gone to be a very
little
a
not
us
of
most
left
has
that
one
year,
issue’s first instalment of the new trilogy exploring
unsettling
how savvy readers can take advantage of the
concerned about the very future of the industry. Not
situation and snap up a bargain; cruisers have never
so much about there being a boating service industry
been so cheap. Ever.
for evermore, but tellingly, whether there will be any
All that said, there are some pointers we need to
growth in the near future, or whether the new boat
keep in mind. We ARE very pleased about a number
and engine sales of the past couple of years, will keep
of things that happened in the past year, the most
‘trending down’. Without growth, without new boat,
engine and equipment sales, the industry will continue outstanding being the way Mary Webster, our hard
working subscription manager, has been
able to convert most of the original
THE FUTURE IS HERE
subscribers across to the new digital,
PDF format we now use.
This publishing technique settled down
really well in 2015.
I don’t think many of our readers are
all that fussed about reading on screen
•
anymore, and whilst obviously some
•
would prefer that we still printed
magazines, the reality has sheeted home
•
that small, niche magazines like ABM,
•
will rarely be printed again.
Mind you, heaps of readers have
discovered they can print out pages of
ABM they want to keep and re-read
further down the track; we believe
several hundred readers actually use the
new generation of cheap to run laser
printers to print out their own
magazines! This is a major benefit of the
PDF system we actually didn’t see
coming – but hey, if it works for you,
bewdy!
We’re very grateful for the support our
readers have given us this past year. It’s
no longer a chicken and egg situation,
Slow Speed
59.5
17
3.5
because today our subscription income is
what keeps us here. Advertising income
e
ottle
Full Thrro
9
1
9
is very restricted, although our family of
2
002
advertisers has stayed with us through
om.au
thick and thin over the last couple of
years.
In that context we particularly want to

pulsion.com.au
opulsion
e ro
epro
epr
www.e
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single out Wayne, wife Debbie and daughter Tracey
Hennig at Noosa Cat, and Garry Bakouvas from
Parsun outboards and Island Inflatables, and our
redoubtable mate Alf Stessl from Mako Craft who is
STILL developing new and interesting aluminium
boats . . along with Mark and Debbie Bowdidge
from BMD who have been largely responsible for rekindling the whole DIY boat building process in
Australia in very recent years, with their brilliant take
on composite fibreglass DIY boat building.
Mary and I would also like to sincerely thank
ABM’s team of contributors from around Australia
for their fantastic efforts this past year - all because
they too believed, and supported, our boating world.
Contributors like Neil Dunstan in Sarina, Qld;
Andy Meyers all the way from Darwin, NT (who has
just moved back south, actually, to Hervey Bay); the
unstoppable Di Ross and her partner John Batty,
(photographer extraordinaire) down in Adelaide;
Gary Fooks, Australia’s very own marine ‘Clean Air
Champion’ and our resident outboard guru; Don
Gilchrist, our fave FNQ Great Barrier Reef and
Cougar Cat contributor, and our new ‘legal (sea!)
eagle’ Katherine Hawes who joined our team only a
few months ago, but has already made an impact on
readers and the trade.
We also have had the backing and technical support
of a terrific team of behind the scenes specialists Tony and Cassie Jewson, our IT people with a
genuine passion for off-road 4WD adventures; Todd
Dixon our resident computer guru (he has a PhD in
Computer Whispering) and our long term friends
Ruth Cunningham and her mate Gordon
Richmond - we’re still doing the occasional boat
project together, and always appreciate their input,
advice and help.
Forever the optimist, I remain confident of our
growth in 2016, and expect to introduce a number of
innovations in the production area that will make us
even more efficient and cost-effective than ever
before. These will be needed if we are going to
successfully embrace the the new Small Craft
magazine we are planning to release late in January
2016.
So it is not all gloom and doom. Yes, there’s a lot of
uncertainty in the boating world, and not much
confidence about the future, but for this little black
duck, 2016 is going to be the Year Of Going Fishing
Again, and we have some very special trips in our
sights.
In closing, we’d like to wish all of our readers and
colleagues a wonderful festive season to be enjoyed
with safety, love, and hopefully, very tight fishing
lines!
See you next year - Peter& Mary.
ABM

Ern Grant’s Twelfth Edition Of
The “Bible”
One of the Oz fishing world’s ‘living treasures’
author, ichthyologist, story teller, ‘Reef expert,
boatie and fisherman, Ern Grant might have
turned 90yrs young recently, but he’s just
upgraded and re-organised his most famous
legacy work “Grant’s Guide To Fishes”.
Together with his marine biologist son
Morgan, the Grants are continuing a legacy
Ern started in 1965. Since then, 116,500
copies have been produced, making it
arguably the longest-running and bestknown book on fish identification in
Australia. Although originally Queenslandcentric, it now covers all commonly-caught
fish across Australia. It has 1078 fish,
sharks & rays, and 1007 colour
photographs. A wonderful, memorable gift.
Now available direct from the Grants for
$95 including exc. post & packaging.
ISBN: 978-0-646-14106-0
Format: Hardback, 880 pages, 2.5kg.
25cm long, 18cm wide and 5cm deep
Email: erngrant@aanet.com.au
Phone: 0466 401 440
Web: www.grantsguidetofishes.com
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Legal Waves
Looking at how
the law interfaces
with today’s
boatowners and
fishermen.
By Katherine Hawes,
“The Fish Lawyer” from
Aquarius Lawyers, Sydney

Stop And Read The Fine Print . . .

T

he good news is that the weather is warming up
and many people are considering purchasing a
boat in order to get out and enjoy the water.
However, there are a few key considerations before
making that all important purchase!
As a marine and boat lawyer, I often come across
people who have ended up disappointed or even
exploited as they got carried away in the excitement
of buying a boat and didn't pay attention to that all
important small print.
It may sound obvious but always make sure on the
location of the boat! I recently had a client who rang
me with a rather unusual question. He asked 'could
you sell a boat that had sunk'! After further
investigation, it turns out that he could - as long as
he disclosed the location of the boat which was
'somewhere underwater ' in the inner harbour!
Interestingly enough, when selling a boat, it is
more about whether or not the seller has title to the
boat rather than the condition of the boat.
Therefore, before you hand over your hard earned
cash- make sure you inspect the boat and factor in
any repairs to make sure it is in fact seaworthy!
Most professional brokers are based at the major
marinas such as this one at Abel Point, FNQ. Buyers
must excercise due care and diligence with the paperwork.

The other key factor to consider when buying a
boat is to ensure that the contract for the sale
includes the engine. I recently worked with a client
who had inspected the boat, but failed to read
carefully the contract for sale.
As a result, he only later on discovered that he was
only purchasing the hull and not the brand-new
engine.
When buying a boat overseas, ensure that it
complies with Australian standards and that the
actual contract is in English. Unfortunately, another
client of mine signed a contract in French when he
does not speak French!
Needless to say the terms of the contract were in
favour of the seller and he now finds himself in a
position of having to pay additional money to have
the boat lifted out of the water and stored.
To make sure you are making good buying
decisions, be sure to check the Hull Identification
Number (HIN) / Boatcode before handing over any
money. The HIN or boat code provides a unique
numbering system that makes it easy to identify each
vessel.
HIN/Boatcode is compulsory for:
• New vessels prior to initial registration
• On transfer of registration, where the vessel has not
previously been affixed with a HIN
• Second-hand vessels being registered for the first
time.
The HIN / Boatcode provides:
• The expansion of the Personal Property Securities
Register to include vessels. If you are buying a boat
you should conduct a search and check that there is
no money owing on the vessel. By searching the
Personal Property Securities Register (PPSR) you can
find out if the boat you are planning to buy has a
previous security interest registered against it by a
finance company or bank. If you buy a boat that is
subject to a security interest, you are risking that the
secured party (e.g. the bank) will repossess it.
• A numbering system that deters vessel theft and
assists in the recovery of stolen vessels.
No matter how beautiful the boat is; no matter
how gorgeous the day and no matter how enticing
the price appears to be – make sure you actually read
the terms and conditions of the sale. If it is in any
way hard to follow or understand – and you really
like the boat - call in a local solicitor for a
professional assessment and summary of the terms
and conditions.
It could just save you a great deal of hassle – for a
fraction of the boat’s cost and real peace of mind.
ABM
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2 STROKE & 4 STROKE OUTBOARDS

-MORE CHOICE, MORE VALUE
www.parsun.com.au

Parsun Outboards bring the price of
outboards down to where they should
be, and with a 2 year manufacturer’s
warranty you can’t go wrong!
• 2.5hp to 90hp
• 2 stroke to 4 stroke options
• long shaft or short shaft

Island Marine Enterprises
Island Marine Enterprises
(02) 9532 0002
(02) 9532 0002

www.islandinflatables.com.au
www.islandinflatables.com.au

USA versus Australia

Berri Speed Boat Spectacular

January 23-24, 2016
Our Third Introductory heads up by ABM’s SA Editor, Di Ross with John Batty

Stunning powerboat racing photography by official course photographer, Rolf Stanisch, with
additional pics from Mike Smith

T

he 1.6 litre OZLITE Class Hydroplane will be
well represented over the race weekend.
These quick planing hulls seem to dance on the
water surface; they are spritely in both power and
handling. The following is a little background on
some of the drivers and their very nimble boats who
will be racing over the Berri weekend.
They are just as fanatical as drivers in all the
Classes. They are competitive and supportive of their
fellow drivers and when anyone is in need, there are
extra hands readily available. Age does not appear to
be a significant factor in speed boat racing; young,
teenage, prime years, heading toward retiring age they love their sport so much, I don’t believe
anything would stop them other than physical injury.
Liam “Holley” Holland, driver of HBR#05, hails
from Melbourne and has been racing for 7 years.
HBR#05 is a Holley Hydro hull powered by a
1600cc Toyota 4AG-E, twin cam, fuel injected
engine and has a top speed of 172kmp (107mph).
Holley is sponsored by True Blue Plumbing, EPS,
KAVS Auto Parts, Rosemont Automations, MSC
Signs and Packing Needs. His most memorable race

Driver: Duff Dailey, USA
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was at Dargle, where he outran Bradley Nankervis.
His best win: 2014-2015 Australian Championship.
Crew: Holley, Brad, Mark, Adam, Bluey and Rick
Macansh.
In Liam’s own words: “After 5 long years of hard
work and dedication, the HBR project can easily now
be ticked off as an accomplishment, and we couldn’t
pat our backs any harder.
“For people who don’t know, this boat has a lot of
history, starting way back with my father Greg
“Holley” Holland racing in the 5.0 litre class, being
successful winning major trophies including 6.0 litre
trophies, holding records for classes and winning
major trophies such as the Waggot open 5.0 litre
trophy. When it came time for Holley to retire, and
let his sons take over, 5.0 litre hydros were
disappointingly low on numbers, so we had to think
of other options. Being a huge fan of the 1.6 Ozlites
since a young age, this was the path I chose.
“After many weekends of testing and late nights at
the shed, not to mention the money that’s gone into
this project and the help from experienced people
such as Holley, Bluey (our head mechanic) and ex-

Steve Sequeira very happy after a
successful warm-up run and hot laps.

multiple Ozlite Aus Champ winner, Rick Macansh,
the ex-5.0 Litre Beer ‘n’ Boats have managed to win
the Australian Championships and hope to go back to
back this year again at Berri Spectacular.”
Good luck, Liam!
Kane Ross, driver of Hydrophobia, is travelling
across the border from Victoria with his Toyota
powered Ozlite with a top speed of 145kmp (90mph).
Kane has only been racing for one season (but has
crewed for Paul Norrish for some 20 years) and
toasts the two Australian Titles he has achieved.
Even though he is running one of the older types of
hull he has done a remarkably job – generally at the
pointy end of the field. Racing in Adelaide last May,
Kane was chasing down a Formula 3 hull and doing
a mighty job. As he came into the corner, the nose
dug-in, causing Hydrophobia to barrel roll, and
throwing Kane out of the boat and into the water.
Kane was not injured but the boat suffered
considerable damage. The team have worked
extremely hard to repair it, and the deck has now
been repaired and replaced. Crew: Burnies, Rohan,
More stunning raceboat photography as ‘El Cid’
runs hard in trials - trimmed to perfection. But
check out its engineering on the right absolutely ‘state of the art’ and for once, the
cliché is an entirely accurate description.
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Driver: Steve Sequeira, USA

Driver: Paul Norrish, Australia
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Driver: Liam Holland

Paul Norrish (from
previous spread)

Driver: Kane Ross
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Kane Ross

Driver: Dooie Nicholls

Australian Boat Mag

19

Hans and Ryno.
Mike Smith, driver of Obsessed, is a true blue
South Aussie powerboat racer. He has been racing for
over 20 years, and started racing at 8 years of age.
His family have three generations of racers spanning
over 50 years. You could say boat racing runs
through his veins.
His 16 foot Jones hydroplane was built by Stephen
Scott and is fitted with a Graeme Howard cockpit.
Obsessed has recently been overhauled by
Grant Rollason hydroplanes in Victoria having a
brand new Z-drive configuration gearbox installed.
The 1.6 litre Toyota Twin Cam 4A-GE with twin
45mm Weber carburettors was built by Bill Hanson
Engine Developments in Adelaide using all stock
parts producing 145hp with a race speed of 145kph
(90mph). Bill Hanson is somewhat a legend when it
comes to building performance engines be it for race
cars or boats.
Mike is sponsored by Flexistrut Aust, MSC Signs,
Riverbush Cottages, Mike Smith Graffix, Chris Price
Composites, Grant Rollason Hydroplanes,
Allthetorque Photography, with support from Stephen
Noble and Shane Kulmp. Mike won the Victorian
and Australian 1.6 Hydroplane Series Championship
in 2013/14.
His most memorable and enjoyable race to
date was at Lake Eppalock, Vic., racing furiously
with Liam Holland and passing him on the finishing
Right & Below: Mike Smith

Driver: Mike Smith
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line. The special part of this win, was that Mike’s
father, Terry, had many similar battles with Liam’s
father, Greg, in their 4.2 litre hydros back when Mike
and Liam where only youngsters. Crew: Ashlee,
Tom, Rick, Jarrad and Adam
Ryan “Dooie” Nicholls, driver of S15, hails from
Lake Boga NSW. S15 is a Donzi/Theo Jansen hull
design powered by a 4AGE Toyota Engine built by
Ian Nicholls (his crew chief) who has been involved
in the sport for some 22 years. This spritely boat gets
a top speed around 120khp (75mph). Ryan’s Dad
started racing in 2000/2001, his favourite courses
being Lake Charm, Yarrawonga and Lake Eppalock.
Ryan’s career highlights are the very first race he
won, an encouragement award and Rookie of the
Year in 2014/15. His pre-race relaxation is listening
to his favourite song ‘Recapturing the Vibe’, by the
Hilltop Hoods.
He is passionate about the Ozlites Class, the craft,
the good drivers and quality racing. Why does he
race?
As Ryan explained “There are wonderful people in
the sport and nothing beats going fast on the water.
My other hobbies are (not surprisingly) water ski
racing and wakeboarding. I don’t have any particular
favourite drivers, I respect them equally. And
Sponsors? I dream, I wish, I’m waiting, please call!’
Paul “Frog” Norrish, driver of Times “R” Tuff,
comes from Yarrawonga, Victoria. Paul will be
racing his Scott designed hydroplane hull, built by

I’d like to add a few well earned ‘Thank
You’ notes to those who have assisted in
many ways and forms; competitor profiles,
photographs and technical advice to help
us present the coming Speed Boat
Spectacular for our ABM readers:
Rachael Dashwood from the Riverland
Power Boat Club
(www.facebook.com/R.P.B.C.H20), Mike
Smith of (www.mikesmithgraffix.com) and
Rolf Stanisch from (www.allthetorquephotography.com), it has been an absolute
delight working with you. Whilst the flag
hasn’t fallen for the first race, your time and
effort afforded to this project has been
outstanding. Sure, we all share a common
goal in promoting the Best Berri Speed
Boating Spectacular via ABM and beyond
through our readership, but I do believe
your efforts deserve to be realised by all
over the Spectacular Race Weekend.
Well done!! (- Di Ross, Adelaide).
Stephen Scott and powered by a Toyota 4AGE,
producing a top speed of 145-153kph (90-95mph).
Paul has been in boat racing “since I was born”.
“My grandfather, Jim Norrish, and my father, Phil
Norrish, raced as far back as I can remember. I was
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always part of Dad’s team growing up and racing
was something I always wanted to do. I first started
racing back in 1993 when I was 10 years old at
Albert Park Lake in a boat called Unus which is
Latin ‘numero uno’ or No. 1” he told me.
“When I was old enough to step up, I started racing
1.6 litre Ozlite hydroplanes. Over the years I have
raced many different hydros in the class. In 2008 I
won the Australian and Victorian championship in a
boat called Times “R” Tuff.
Paul continued “My current boat is also called
Times “R” Tuff. It is a Scott design hydroplane built
by Stephen Scott with the assistance of my father and
myself. It’s into its 3rd season now, and are still
playing with the set up to reach its full potential. We
have high hopes of moving up the field this season
with the help of my team Phil Norrish (crew chief),
Megan Norrish, Jetta Norrish, Skyla Norrish, Carolyn
Norrish, Mat Norrish, Kane Ross and Micky Walls”.
“All this wouldn’t be possible without my sponsors
L & M Automotive and Marine Yarrawonga, KAR
Above & Right: The mechanical excellence
in Steve Sequeria’s awesome ‘Back To The
Future’ power plant will be closely studied
by his Aussie competitors. They relish the
opportunity of racing against the
world’s best, and studying the very
latest in technology from the land
where horsepower is grown!
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Constructions, Dream Weaver Painting and
Decorating Yarrawonga, Yarrawonga Battery’s, Caps
N More Embroidery and Boris the boxer
productions” he said.

The Main Game: Big Berri Spectacular
Challenge - U.S.A. versus Australia
Having published profiles of some of the Aussies
competing in this challenge, ABM can know give
you some background on the two challengers from
the USA. Both drivers have been directly involved in
formulating these profiles, for which we are most
appreciative.
Let me introduce Duff Daily from Florida, and
Steve Sequeira from California.
K-999 El Cid.
Owner, Mike Stock and Driver, Duff Daily. Duff is
62 years young, married to his lovely wife Rhonda
for 23 years. They have three children. Duff worked

as a Fire-Fighter/EMT for the City of Miami in
Florida for 35 years. He has been racing boats since
1964. During his 41 years of competition he has
many reputable ‘scores on the board’. Duff has
graced our shores on many occasions and it would
seem he rather enjoys the racing ‘down under’ and
naturally he has made some long term friendships
with several of our racing personalities.
Duff’s Racing CV includes – 8 Hall of Champions
Inductions, 16 World Championships, 7 North
American Championships, 25 National
Championships, 19 Divisional Championships, 8
Point Championships, 3 President’s Cup of Panama
Championships, Powerboat Magazine Driver of the
Year 1978 and some 16 Speed Records, many of
which he still holds to date.
K-24 Back To The Future.
Owner/Driver, Steve Sequiera, hails from Corona,
California, USA. He has been racing since 2008, but
took a four year layup to build his new capsule boat,
and recommenced full time racing in 2013.
Steve is 47 years young, married with two children
with their third child due in March 2016. Steve’s
business, Inspection Resources Co., Santa Ana,
Should there be any further update on the
Spectacular, ABM will keep you informed in the
January issue #230 scheduled to be released in the
first working week of the New Year, 2016.
I hope your Christmas is celebrated with your
loved ones and dear friends amid joy and happiness.
Take care and keep safe if you are travelling, for life
is more precious than ever these days. May 2016
bring all that you would wish for yourselves and
those you cherish. – Di Ross & John Batty.

‘El Cid’ pilot Duff Daily with owner Mike Stock
beside the amazing Kboat they’re bringing to Oz
to run around the tight, spectacular Berri course
on the Murray River. This is gonna be amazing!

California, specialises in ground penetrating radar,
concrete/structural x-ray and underground utility
locating services and non-destructive material testing
for many full service laboratories in the Southern
California area.
In addition to www.inspection-resources.com
support, ALARD Machine Products, AMSOL Oil
Twins, Downey Grinding Co., Lifeline, Nick Rose
Insurance (NRI) and PFAFF Engines also sponsor
Steve in his K-24 ventures.
Steve’s Racing Accomplishments: 1st Place Long
Beach 2013 Main Event, 1st Place Lucas Oil Parker
Arizona 2015, Summer National Champion 2015,
Long Beach, CA, 2nd Overall American Power Boat
Association (APBA) Points 2015 and Winner of 2015
Long Beach – Australia 6litre B.A.D. Boat VERSUS
USA K-Boat Challenge, 2nd Overall American
Power Boat Association Points 2015.
Race weekend on the 23-24th January 2016
weekend will be memorable particularly for all the
behind the scenes workers, those that don’t always
get due recognition. The Welcoming (Meet and
Greet) Dinner on the Friday evening (22nd) before
Racing commences, will be a perfect opportunity to
meet the foundation behind the Berri Spectacular.
This is a great idea for all; the local, interstate and
overseas drivers and all their crews, many of their
family members travelling with them, the support
teams and importantly their hosts for the weekend –
the people of Berri, SA.
ABM
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Claudia’s
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Inspirational
Journey

Report & photos by Claudia Moffat,
with Peter Webster

The story of how a very determined German engineer followed her dream
to create a ‘boat house’ that might well change the way we think about
such matters in the future.
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A n o t h e r

W o m a n ’ s

B o a t

Question:
Just What Do We
Need In A
Retiree’s (Boat) ?
This is not your usual ‘houseboat’ concept, although on reflection, that in itself
raises its own issues. But ignoring, for the moment, just what a ‘standard’
houseboat is supposed to be, what German engineer Claudia Moffat has
created is inspirational in more ways that even she thought possible. This is,
we must stress, a prototype, but crikey, it sure is very, very interesting.

T

his is the story about a very determined
female German mechanical engineer who has
built a very unusual houseboat that has quite
exceptional potential for applications way beyond
that of a conventional cruiser or houseboat, or for
that matter, a caravan or motorhome.
The engineer, Claudia Moffat, gained inspiration
from a Round-Australia trip she did some years back
in a motorhome that she also designed and built - for
the simple reason that she couldn’t afford to buy a
commercial one, and as (obviously) a highly skilled
and practical engineer, she figured it was much
cheaper to build her own.
Everywhere she went around Australia, she met
and talked with many people with caravans, motor
homes, trailer boats, etc, as people do when they are
making the Big Trip. A disturbingly common thread
was the on-going issues with boats. Trailing them, or
roof-topping, there didn’t seem to be a happy
solution that worked - especially for the serious
fisherman doing the Big Trek.
Returning to home base on the Sunshine Coast,
Claudia was literally inspired by the trip to create this
unusual craft as a blend of her experience with the
motorhome and her desire to get out on the water
with all the creature comforts of home.
Now, so far there’s nothing all that unusual in the
project. As we all know, Australia has a very active
caravan, RV and camper trailer industry, so there’s no
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lack of choice for the determined ‘around the
blockers’. And plenty of people have built house
boats before, whilst some folk have even built their
own caravan, or converted an old bus on the
‘whatever works for you’ basis. So what makes
Claudia’s project different from those who have gone
before? And why are we featuring it in a national
boating and fishing magazine?
The Original Dream
Claudia Moffat has not only touched on something
that is very close to the heart of thousands of Aussie
fishermen – and yes, the writer is referring to fisher
“men” - who have worked for 40 or 50 years to get
to their retirement, at which point in time they’ve
envisaged going fishing and boating off into the
proverbial sunset.
However, there are some sad realities attached to
this popular dream. One of the most common is that
the lady in his life, his partner or wife, whilst sharing
the dream in a general sense, aged now in her 60’s
and 70’s, she really has no interest in banging
around the waterways in a tinny or an uncomfortable
boat that barely sleeps two, let alone can’t really be
lived in for more than a weekend – and even that’s
usually a struggle – especially for women.
The reality confronting our retiree is that his wife,
whilst sympathetic in the big picture sense, doesn’t
really want to be restricted to living on board even a

Well, the lines clearly didn’t come from the
Pininfarina Studios in Italy, but designer Claudia
Moffat was totally focused on the function of the
craft at this prototype stage.

big trailerboat as they go round Australia, as 99.9%
are desperately unsuitable and quite impractical
unless they get up to F&B’s remarkable 8.6m “FarAway” level, a long range trailerboat specifically
designed to be just as comfortable as most 23’- 24’
caravans when it was pulled off the highway, plugged
into a camping ground, or snuggled up in Deluge
Creek underneath Mount Bowen off Hinchinbrook
Island. But the Far-Away concept creates its own
challenges, not least of which is the $250K (plus)
needed to invest in it, plus (at least) a Ford F-250 or
Chev Silverado to tow its 4.5-5.5 tonnes, and a very
skilled crew to handle it on and off the trailer and/or
around our waterways which can often become
disturbingly rough, as we all know.
So for 99% of Australian menfolk, the onset of
retirement does not necessarily lead to a happy
ending in the boating department. More than likely, it
will end with a change of direction, as Dad comes to
realise Mum will happily agree to the inevitable
compromise of towing a caravan around the long
track, with (usually) a tinny on the top of the tow
vehicle, and a small outboard bolted onto the 4WD
bracket at the back.
For thousands of Australian families and retirees,

this is the way they do the Big Trek, and as Dad
looks wistfully out at all those waterways, rivers,
creeks, dams etc, that he’s going to pass all around
Australia, the tinny is used less and less because of
very real limitations of where and how it can be used
– especially as Dad gets older and starts to get a few
wobbles in the strength department, probably crook
knees, almost certainly a creaky back and all those
other afflictions older folk discover when they hit the
60-70 age zone.
Moffat’s Answer
When Claudia sent the writer the initial batch of
photos I all too quickly decided it was just another
houseboat on aluminium pontoons, and because it
looked like a block of flats on two very ordinary
looking pontoons, almost dismissed it out of hand.
But the houseboat concept has enormous appeal for
the commercial rental market, and is very
successfully operated all over Australia – especially
in southern waters such as the Murray River or in
many of the estuaries along the Far South Coast of
NSW. Fair enough, they’re good for what they are,
and very popular with the holiday rental family
market. Why not?
They have massive stability, most of the comforts
of home, heaps of space for kids and they make quite
a useful fishing platform, especially at night when
normally the holiday renters can’t go fishing – unless
they are securely anchored up the Wagonga Inlet or
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along the Murray etc. Then it’s just a case of cracking
a cold one, or pouring your lady a soft little red, and
sitting on the aft decks whilst you drown the odd bait
or two. Very pleasant.
But hang on, isn’t this what Claudia Moffat’s
houseboat does too? It was at this point that I decided
it was time to put my usual cynicism and suspicions
of anything a bit out of the ordinary in the boating
world to one side and take a much closer look at
Claudia’s concept.
Firstly I was intrigued by the fact that she has
engineered (literally) and built this houseboat with
exceptional attention to the weight issue, to the extent
she’s got this a big mother of a houseboat sitting
around 3.1 tonnes, on a tandem trailer ready for the
highway.
I can tell you, that is no mean feat, but wait, it gets
more interesting. It was about then I realised that
those boxy looking things on the side were in fact
extensions of the sides of the houseboat in exactly the
same way that caravans today have sliding, fold out
or lift out sections to enlarge the living area of the
van.
Well, Claudia has done exactly that here, and as
you can see if you study the two floor plans we’re
publishing, you can see the enormous difference it
makes to the living area of this 7.5m “house”. The
central area becomes so big, Claudia believes she can
actually reduce the overall size of the houseboat in
the production models (this is a prototype) because
there is almost too much space – can you believe
that?
The layout, or floor plan she’s developed is a real
credit to her. She was determined to create the
comforts of home to the extent of having a separate
28 Australian Boat Mag

Below: This is where Claudia’s design skills really
kick-in, and whilst fold-out sections are de rigeur in
the caravan world these days, we’re pretty sure this is
a first in boats. And doesn’t it make a difference! This
would have to be the most roomy, comfortable, liveaboard 8.4m boat on the planet.

toilet with standing headroom, a separate shower
cubicle, a proper galley and pantry, comfortable
lounges – this is a very comfortable little house – that
just happens to be a boat, as well.
The further we looked the more intrigued we
became. The sides of the houseboat are really
cleverly engineered and if you study the big picture
of the rig on the trailer, you can see how the sections
along the side slide into the overall beam of the
trailer – sliding out 800mm when the boat is in the
water, or at rest in the camping ground. How clever
is that?
It means that she easily complies with our 2.5m
national road width trailer limit, and the whole
process only takes a few minutes to slide in and slide
out. We haven’t done it ourselves yet, but I’m
assured by Claudia that the system works particularly
well – so much so that she is going through the
hooplas attached to the International Patent process at
the moment which is one of the main reasons we
can’t go into close detail of how the sections slide in
and out. Suffice to say it’s not quite “child’s play” but
certainly well within the scope of the average size
and strength adult.
Inspire . . . As A Boat
Blind Freddy can see what is going to be the main
issue with Inspire as a boat.
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At approx 3.1 tonne, the weight of Inspire is really
pleasing, and a credit to its design, material(s) selection
and engineering. Towing it up to about 60-80 k/ph will
be easy, but pulling it through any wind ‘wall’ is going
to suck horsepower and fuel unless a wind foil is made
for the square face front. However, of itself, this isn’t a
big deal, as boatowners with powered cats and the like
will quickly attest. It won’t be too hard to create a foil
that will allow the rig to safely doddle along the
highways at around 80-90 k/ph. Armed with a good CB
radio, it’s easy enough to stay out of everybody’s way and let’s face it - they’d see you coming!
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Whilst it has massive stability because of the width
and design of the sponsons, it also has probably the
highest and squarest topsides we’ve ever seen on
anything described as a “boat”.
Certainly this allows fantastic comfort and
convenience inside the houseboat, but it’s going to be
an absolute mongrel of a thing in any sort of breeze.
Claudia is the first to admit that her jetty set up in
Noosaville has to be virtually dead calm and the top
or bottom of the tide so she can manoeuvre the rig
into the jetty with the single Honda 60hp outboard.
Once under way it all gets much better, because the
Honda is effective in terms of displacement speeds,
steerage etc, although it would probably be better
with a different gear case set up swinging a bigger
prop. At that point there would also be a very strong
case, I suspect, to put in a two-way 12v bow thruster
between the bows to give the boat some control over
the bows when working against the wind and ny
current trying to manoeuvre in and out of a jetty.
Frankly, the writer would be very keen to explore
the potential of putting on two much smaller, high
thrust outboards working with big props and low
gearing with an outboard on each hull to give it some
directional stability so that at least you can work the
engines fore and aft from both sides of the houseboat.
With a two way bow thruster carefully positioned
between the bows in a (permanent) ally nacelle, the
handling problems would be neutralised to a large
extent, although with the sides of the boat being what
they are, there would always be issues with beam-to,
close quarter manoeuvering in poor weather
conditions.
32 Australian Boat Mag

That said, these problems are not insurmountable
by any means, and the combination of two much
smaller outboards (thinking 18-20hp per side) would
easily push the boat to its hull speed of around 7.x
knots, and would create a more useful boating
performance in all sorts of situations.
Inspire . . . On the Road
Anybody that’s ever trailed across the Hay Plains
or back down the coast from Townsville to Mackay
(or Mackay To Rocky) against the sou-easter will
chuckle at the thought of towing this particular block
of flats into the head winds encountered in conditions
like these – and they are by no means unusual, are
they?
So looking at that picture on the double page
spread with the 4WD, it becomes very evident that
Inspire needs a bit of wind tunnel work to create a
softer, more easily towed wind profile.
Actually, this is not as serious as it sounds because
we’ve actually made several of them over the years
using Craft Covers’ Phil Baker and his son
Cameron’s enormous experience in this area to create
a wind foils and curtains for various cats and big
trailerboats we’ve created over the years.
In this case, for the front of the houseboat, it would
mean making the hardtop roof or patio on the front
fold down over the windscreen and front door (which
wouldn’t be hard at all) and then rigging stainless
steel snap clips from each corner of the roof to go
down to a special bracket on the tow vehicle in such
a way that side curtains could be then be run back to
the lower corners of the front of the houseboat. It

Left & Above: No doubt about the comfort levels, is
there? All this and a separate shower and toilet - easy
to see the appeal of Inspire in a live-aboard holiday
(or rental) situation.

would solve the problem instantly, creating a true
wind foil to ease the burden of pulling the beast into
head winds - with a system that could be unclipped,
de-tensioned, folded up and put into the back of the
tow vehicle in a few minutes. So we don’t see the
front of Inspire as being a problem for the future,
although it would certainly be an important factor to
be taken into consideration early on.
After that, the rest of it is all quite simple – at
around 3.0 or even 3.5 tonnes it’s easily towed and
easily launched – obviously with a deep water launch
going in and coming out – but so what? We do that
today almost as a matter of course with anything over
about 6.5m LOA.
Summary
No doubt Claudia Moffat is a very clever engineer,
because this craft has really ticked a lot of boxes. It
goes very close to resolving so many issues for our
retirees who want the comfort and live-ability of a
caravan for Mum, with something they can use safely
and efficiently on the water for Dad.
Clever, hey? I reckon this rig could not only be a
fantastic houseboat on the water in its own right, it
could also be a superb ‘mothership’ for the 3.0m
sportfishing rig I’d have hanging off the back of this
boat on davits in about 30 seconds flat. You’ve got to
think outside the square here. Not only can you fish
out of the houseboat itself when it’s anchored up for

the night, what a superb mothership you’ve got as the
base for all your other fishing activities – crabbing,
prawning, sportfishing etc, with the dory that you
take with you as well, permanently hanging off the
back of Inspire.
In this way, both Mum and Dad could realise their
dreams – because Inspire is exactly the same as a
luxurious caravan on the highway, in the camping
ground or out in the bush (its ‘green’ credentials and
independence are very impressive) but at the same
time, it is a wonderful home on the water for all those
countless waterways that they’re going to cross on
their way around Australia.
Claudia has built Inspire as a prototype with the
specific intention of inspiring other people to chase
their dreams; that she’s put so much energy and
commitment into that dream for other people is not
only commendable, but it could be very good
business too.
Claudia is openly looking for people who are
interested in the concept to talk about it, maybe to
figure out ways it could be tweaked and fine tuned
and made ready to put into production. She’s quite
open to working with professional boat builders or
caravan manufacturers in the future. As a
professional engineer, she holds the patents to the
crucial slide-in, slide-out cabin process, but more
than that, she has the knowledge of having built the
first one, made it all work successfully, that she’s
more than happy to share with professional
manufacturers.
She doesn’t want to become a houseboat
manufacturer. Basically, I suspect she’s more of an
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inventor than she is a manufacturer, and typically,
like every other engineer I’ve ever known, she’s
fascinated now by her next project – yep, this time
she’s building an off-road camper trailer because she

In Her Own
Words . . .

thinks the ones that are out there can be so easily
improved . . . you just need to be inspired to do it.
(-PW)
ABM

Above: It’s the underwater sections that give rise to
how Inspire’s boating performance could be
improved. Because it is almost a ‘tri’ anyway, there
would seem to be a strong case for the centre hull to
be fully developed (if only to carry a centre, 2-way
bow thruster), even better directional and static
stability and a full beam-width wave breaker.

f I can inspire one person to give something
a go, then my effort was all worth it.
In 2007 my then 4 year old son and I travelled
around Australia for 9 months in our custom-built
motorhome. On the road we saw many rigs and
realised that everyone wants to have a car, a
house and a boat. There are a number of
options, but nothing is easy, and unless the road
traffic authorities will allow us to be like a road
train, the only other alternative was a houseboat
on a trailer.
As we travelled further, I did see trailerable
houseboats, but the biggest issue was their
weight and with that, a limited amount of sensible
towing vehicles could handle the job.
As I travelled 20,000 km around our beautiful
country, I had a lot of time to think. Based on the
idea of Transformer Toys, many good ideas
came to mind and the plans were being drawn
up in my head.
When we got back home, life just took over; my
son had to start school, I went back to work, (etc!)
and there just didn’t seem any time to take it
further. This project has been in my head for 7
years and I kept making excuses why I “can’t”

I
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Being a prototype, there’s an obvious need to
clean up some of the cruder aspects of Inspire’s
finish. Claudia’s athleticism is obvious, but the
boat as shown here fails pretty miserably in the
ergonomic and safety areas - just getting on and
off the boat is challenging, not to say almost
impossible for older folk the boat is targeting.
However, in fairness, these are really relatively
minor issues that are themselves dependent on
the completion of other issues - hull shapes,
motor wells, decks fore and aft (etc) and would
be quickly sorted in any production model.

do it.
The year before last, I was doing a bit of soul
searching and was listening to some self
development stuff when the guy said: “Don’t
worry about the ‘how’, just start doing it and the
rest will fall into place”.
At that stage I had no idea where the money
for the project would come from. I had hoped to
sell our motor home for some time, but the timing
was all wrong. In the aftermath of the Global
Financial Meltdown, nothing was selling. But I
trusted that when I needed the money it would
come in - and lo and behold, a few months after I
started planning and researching, someone
called and bought the motor home.
Okay, then I had the funds to get started, but
still no facility. But I remembered not to worry
about the HOW, and just kept chipping away in
the hope something would present itself.

One morning, when I had to help my son with a
project to take to school, I ran into another mum
and invited her for a coffee at my house. The first
thing she saw were my plans for the houseboat
and she asked what I was doing. So I told her my
story, and mentioned that I was ready to go, but
had nowhere to build such a project as we live in
suburbia. She told me they had just bought a
farm and it had a huge shed that they didn’t use and I could have a lend of it!
Suddenly the project seemed very real, and I
had no excuse not to do it. I went looking for a
suitable trailer, and bingo, there was one up for
auction that fitted the bill perfectly. After buying
the trailer, I started getting the hulls built by a
professional boat builder. I figured I had no
Australian Boat Mag 35

experience in the field and needed some advice.
Also to buy the equipment for welding alloys is
more expensive than having it built.
Meanwhile I started on the engineering parts to
make the pontoons slide out on both sides. As a
single mum of an 11 year old boy, and a carer for
his disabled dad, I struggled to get much work
done. So I posted a profile on the website “helpx”
for willing backpackers to help with anything in
exchange for food and accommodation. It worked
a treat, I had more applications than I could
handle, so I was able to pick the right people with
some trade experience, i.e. electricians, builders
etc.
I always hosted couples where the girl stayed
back at my house, looking after the daily chores
of cleaning, shopping, cooking, washing, etc. The
boys came to work with me and helped with the
hard yakka. I had many French couples, one
English couple and some German and Dutch
backpackers. They all assured me that they had
the best time staying and working with me.
For me it was a change from the daily ‘same
old, same old’ and I got to enjoy the skills that I
had learned so many years ago. I migrated from
Germany when I was 25 and just after I finished
my studies as a mechanical engineer. I had
previously completed an apprenticeship as a fitter
and turner as well as one year in carpentry, so I
was fairly well equipped to tackle a project like
this one.
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A friend of mine had been building 5th wheelers
with slide-outs from a German composite
material called Monopan™ with a clever system
that uses an air compressor to slide out his
boxes. I ask him for his help, and copied the
design of his slide-out mechanism. My design
was slightly more complex, as I planned to bring
the whole pontoon out with the box, but the
principle stayed the same.
So all of the building materials had to be light
weight and resistant to salt water. The only
materials used are plastics and alloy, and very
little stainless steel. No timber, no fibreglass,
nothing that will rot in either sun or water.
The project had many set-backs and I
wondered many times ‘Why am I doing this?’ But
now that it is done, I feel immensely proud of my
achievement, and when it came to choosing a
name for the boat I thought immediately “Inspire”
because that is what I want to do. Since I have
had the boat in the water for testing and on the
slipway, etc. there have been many people
stopping and staring as well as taking photos and
making comments about what a great idea it is.
Writing this article might provide me with
feedback to see if it would be feasible to put
these houseboats into production. My aim was to
build the prototype as big as possible and under
3 tonne on the road, so that a fairly large range
of vehicles can tow this rig around the
countryside.
I have learnt a few things by building the first
one and would perhaps go a little smaller next
time, but size is always a compromise when it
comes to comfort in your layout.
This model is 8.40 m or 27.55 feet long, and
features a separate toilet and shower cubicle, 2
click-clack couch beds, full kitchen, solar power,
360 amp hour house batteries, large
fridge/freezer, large pull-out pantry, 450 l of fresh
water, 150 l of grey water storage, 60 litres of fuel
tank, and a 60hp Honda 4 stroke engine.
Even on dry land the slides can be pushed out
and the boat used as a caravan. A little boy
walked past the boat ramp last time we pulled it
out and said “Look dad, a caravan boat”. He was
only about 5 years old, but recognised the
concept straight away.
The houseboat is currently moored in
Noosaville and I would be happy to show you
through. Just email to make an appointment at a
convenient time, to claudiamoffat@gmail.com
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There has never been a better time to invest in a
cruiser - whether it is a ‘first time’ boating
experience or the time has come to move up to a
larger craft. Cruisers such as this 1988 Riviera 38
Flybridge are now available from $150K-$190K,
and are usually in excellent condition. New?
Think in terms of $1m+ so there’s plenty of
wriggle room for upgrades!
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Part ONE of THREE Parts

Buying A $100K$250K Cruiser In
2016
A Special ABM Consumer Report By Peter Webster
This is an extremely complex subject. From the outset, we want to make it
clear that to cover this subject completely, would require at least 12-15
‘chapters’ as it is such a multi-faceted task. However, because there is so much
(renewed) interest in this subject at the moment, we’re going to divide the
subject into the three primary sections –
Part One: (December #229) Buying A Secondhand Cruiser
Part Two: (January #230) Building Your Own Cruiser, and
Part Three: (February #231) Buying A New Production Cruiser.
Under these three headings we will attempt to provide a 2016 perspective, and
develop some advice for would-be purchasers based on the experience we’ve
had, and the experience of many readers and experts we’ve been involved with
over the years.
It is, needless to say, a buyer’s market, and no doubt that is driving the
renewed interest in the subject of buying second hand cruisers – so that’s
where we start our trilogy, and we look forward to your company and interest
over the next three months.

B

uying a cruiser in the $75K-$250K range is
simple enough, surely? The buyer merely has
to scroll through the lists of pre-loved cruisers on
any of the classified sites, brokers’ lists or local
For Sale ads in the marina broker’s windows, to
discover any amount of cruisers that are for sale.
It’s hard to identify the actual numbers with any
accuracy, but anecdotally, more than one industry
expert has suggested that as many as 70% of the
available cruisers in Australia on our moorings, in
marinas, berths and in front of private houses, are for
sale at the moment, suggesting that there could be as

many as 30,000-40,000 “cruisers” scattered around
Australia for sale.
Whether this figure – anecdotal at best – is fairly
accurate or off the mark by as much as (say) 33%50% is not really all that relevant, because in any
event, it’s still leaves many thousands and thousands
of cruisers for sale in waterways across the country.
Budget Issues
It seems fairly obvious to note that the first factor to
take into account is the family budget.
But it’s not quite that simple, as that budget needs
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to be carefully assessed from the outset, to determine
a number of critical factors including:
Where is the boat going to be moored or berthed?
And how much is that going to cost in the first year?
What provision would you make for immediate
repairs and equipment upgrades?
How do these two factors impact on the available
cash you have to purchase the boat in the first place?
Bringing this issue to the surface immediately is
deliberate.
It’s not meant to be a ‘downer’ but a reality check,
especially for people coming into boating for the first
time. Or more likely, experienced people wanting to
upgrade from their trailer boat world to a real cruiser
for the family to stay out overnight and fish further
afield in greater comfort.
Fair enough too, that’s why most people buy
cruisers in the first place. But if you’ve got (say)
$100K to invest in a cruiser as the total amount of
cash you have at your disposal for this project, then
it’s critical that before you even start the hunt for the
perfect cruiser, you draw up the costs involved in
keeping that $100,000 cruiser for the next 12 months.
In the first instance, let’s assume you’ve found the
perfect boat, within the budget, and it’s close to hand.
But hold on, even this is presumptuous. It is rarely
that simple.
More likely, Murphy’s Law dictates that you live in
Melbourne and the cruiser you want is in Brisbane, in
Moreton Bay in one of the big SEQ marinas. Right
from the get go, this throws up the whole issue of
cash requirements.
The new buyer in Melbourne could be looking at:
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With good research, and not a small amount of
time trawling the classified sites, it’s possible to
pick up some real gems - like this one. This is a
completely renovated Mariner 28 that’s been
featured in our magazine on several occasions,
and is ready to take a couple back to the
Whitsundays for the live-aboard adventure
holiday of a lifetime . . how much? No, not
$95K, or even $60K - this is currently advertised
on boatsales.com for around $40k - and there is
nothing to spend.

$1,500-$2,000 for a delivery skipper – and often
much more.
At least $1,000 in immediate repairs and
preparation for a trip from Brisbane to Melbourne by
the pro-skipper.
The insurance is upfront and expensive – it could
be as much as another $2,000-$3,000.
And of course, at the end of the Qld fuel wharf,
there will be a man ready to hand you a bill for what
might be several thousand dollars in diesel to get the
boat down to Melbourne, Vic.
Sure, the alternative (and most often it’s the better
one, but not the cheapest option) is to try and
backload the boat down to Melbourne by road
transport, as this saves all sorts of issues. However,
once the boat gets above 10.0-12.0m LOA, this idea
really starts to fall apart in the practical department.
Transporting by road works until the truckie needs to
have an escort and a rider vehicle ie, two more
vehicles, one ahead and one behind a big boat
haulage rig going south on the Hume Highway.

Don’t even think about the cost – it’s much cheaper
with the big boats to take them down by sea, and
that’s what happens in most situations.
And the point is? Before we even step foot on the
boat we’re already spending thousands of dollars and
we still haven’t analysed where it’s going to live in
Melbourne. What about if it’s going to go in one of
the local marinas? How many thousands of dollars
per annum is that going to cost, and do they want the
first six months in advance?
Alternatively, you’ve got one of the rare moorings
available in Melbourne, same thing applies, how
much is it going to cost and how does it affect your
insurance? Because often insurance in the bay in
Melbourne is more expensive than it is in a snug,
secure marina berth. These are issues that have to be
examined before you get too excited about where the
boat is going to be kept.
And in case you’re wondering why we’re doing
this in a Victorian centric way – exactly the same
situation applies in reverse. If you’re based in
Brisbane, or perhaps Mackay in central Qld, and that
beautiful rig you’ve been looking for is in Melbourne
– same rules, similar costings apply. Before you start,
the project will involve spending thousand of dollars
to get the cruiser up from Melbourne.
So from that initial budget of $100K, prudence and
the reality check suggests that perhaps your budget
should be brought back to $80+ grand, just to cover
some of the obvious start-up contingencies.
Invest In A GOOD Surveyor
Lastly, in the pre-costing department, there is no
way you should ever buy a secondhand cruiser

Who doesn’t love Cuddles? Legend has it that
the decidely rounded (ahem) stern of the
Cuddles was originally shaped after
designer/builder Bruce Harris’ wife’s (um) (er)
derriere! I’ve never been game enough to ask
the very gracious Daphne Harris about the truth
of this riposte, but there are those who swear
it’s true! Whatever, a great many Cuddles have
been built, and they remain a staple of our
charter fleets, and a firm family favourite with
those lucky enough to have one. Terrific value,
but priced all over the shop, as so many were
finished by their owners trying to get into
boating as cheaply as they could. I’ve seen
some beautiful craft, and some VERY ordinary
cruisers, so be aware they will all need a really
careful Survey.

without a comprehensive, expert survey by one of the
handful of really good surveyors in Australia.
These guys make their living inspecting and
preparing reports for insurance companies, banks and
boat owners on the state of play concerning the
cruiser in question. Like everything else in life, there
are very good ones and there are very ordinary ones.
It’s because of the existence of a number of surveyors
who really are just eking out their retirement without
any real passion or expertise in the job, the writer
would never agree to just the vendor’s (the seller)
surveyor doing the survey as the final arbiter of the
boat’s condition.
Let’s make this point clear: There’s nothing wrong
with the seller coming up with a comprehensive
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survey of the boat in question -– in fact it’s a good
idea, and a big help for all concerned. Especially so if
you are interstate and trying to decide whether this is
The One.
The vendor’s Survey Report can be made available
to you, and other buyers or brokers as well, because
it is the normal practice to have a survey carried out
on any pre-loved craft.
However, what I’m referring to here, are the
procedures that should apply as you go through the
process of inspecting perhaps half a dozen cruisers
before finding The One.
When you’ve got it sorted and you’ve found the
dream boat, then it’s time for you to pull in your own
surveyor – preferably the most experienced, meanest,
toughest surveyor who’s preferable had a bad night
with his lady and he’s got to do the survey in the
rain! That’s the sort of surveyor you need before you
put out anything from $100-$250K on a preloved
cruiser.
Yes, I’m being a bit facetious, obviously, but I’m
sure you take my point. There is a considerable
difference between having the surveyor work for the
vendor, as distinct from having your own surveyor
working for you.
The top surveyors are usually available at
reasonably short notice; they are not hard to find, and
all of them will fly interstate these days if they’re
paid for the travel costs, their time and their report.
Similarly all the legitimate brokers, especially the
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Despite the crappy ol’ b&w photo, this Mariner 31
flybridge is the cruiser credited widely for
launching the original 1980s wave of cruiser
popularity. It was also the point where Bill Barry
Cotter really made the statement that he was
destined to be a major force in the industry. This
is still a beaut family flybridge cruiser; lots of
room, cheap to run, good basic handling, okay
for a bit of coastal cruising here and there, and a
genuine, live-aboard week-ender. Today, M-31s
can be purchased in a hotly contested $50K-$60K
shoot-out, at which point, a good one is simply
fantastic value for money.

good ones, will welcome the input of a professional
surveyor, and move heaven and earth to provide him
with the resources he needs when he’s on site – be it
having the craft slipped, the use of perhaps a labourer
in some issues, reference to the boat’s service and
maintenance history, log books, etc.
The top brokers and surveyors all work together
really well, don’t have any doubt about that – and it’s
not just because they’re working together in each
other’s pocket(s).
It’s just that the professionals know that this is the
way the top surveyors work, and the surveyors know
that this is the way the top brokers work, and they all
(usually!) get on very well with each other. When
you find yourself in a situation where this is not the
case, with the broker pissed off because he doesn’t

want your surveyor on the site, draw your own
conclusion. Ditto, if your surveyor is getting the run
around at the marina where the broker is based, then
the same thing applies – walk on by.
In this world today, sales are bloody hard to come
by and the legitimate brokers who represent fair
dinkum sellers will work their backsides off to help a
legit surveyor and his buyer close that deal.
It’s in everybody’s interest for that to happen.
What Sort Of Cruiser?
Working in the price range of approximately $75K$250K covers a huge range of boats from waterways
right across Australia – and for $250K, I’d quite
happily go from Southport, Qld, to Fremantle, WA,
to get the right boat.
For example, if I was after a Pleysier 40 and there
was only one available in Australia and it was in
Perth – okay, it’s in Perth. What’s Virgin’s number?
You go where the boats are located if you’re looking
for a model that’s very scarce and hard to find. Or
you could pull back if it’s a popular model which is
available locally or at least in your state. Even this
can be a bit of an issue, because Queensland, for
instance, has so many marinas scattered along 2,000

km of coastline, and it’s not just as simple as saying
“Oh, I’m in Brisbane – the boat’s in Cairns or
Townsville, that’s okay”.
If that is the case, the buyer could still be up for
thousands of dollars (potentially) in air fares going
up/down to inspect it, making arrangements with
local surveyors, having it checked out – and then
you’ve still got the issue of bringing it south of north
depending on which way it’s going. So clearly, if you
can source the model you’re after in a reasonably
Displacement cruisers - ‘tug boats’ or ‘trawler
yachts’ represent one of the best ways a family
can get into boating safely, quite cheaply, with
low maintenance and running costs. The remain
popular for the very simple reason they work so
well in the family (and Mum’s) department. Many
brands around, but this Clipper 34 is typical of
cruisers in the $50-$70K range; Grand Banks are
always a bit more, and buyers wil find a handful
of really superb cruisers set-up for true long
range coastal cruising - that will cost qute a bit
more again. Plenty of choice here - work out an
affordable budget - and go for it!
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local situation, then it makes a heck of difference in
terms of having the transaction go through without
wasting a bucket load of money just on infrastructure
and travel.
For example, it’s obviously easier for someone in
Melbourne to go and buy a cruiser down at Savage’s
Marina in Williamstown, than it is to go up to look at
a boat in Akuna Bay, NSW. Similarly and in reverse,
for a potential purchaser who lives in Woollahra
Sydney, to buy a boat in either Melbourne or
Brisbane, is a pain in the whatnot – but if that’s
where the boat you want is located, then that’s what
has to happen unless you’re prepared to sit on your
hands and wait for it to turn up in the Sydney Metro
region.
But let’s assume the boat you’re after is available
locally, it’s still comes down to some fundamental
issues. These include:
l Monohull or catamaran?
l Petrol or diesel power (plants)?
l Type of construction – fibreglass, aluminium,
timber, steel or composite?
l Configuration – family cruiser, dedicated
sportfisherman, all-rounder?
This of course is part of the fun and joy of buying a
cruiser – and make no mistake, ensure it is fun
because this can be a hoot. Give yourself a few
months to do it, become really familiar with the
various classified websites and start culling your list
of potential cruisers down to a more realistic
appraisal.
For instance, if cruising is your thing and you’re
really not planning on going around Australia or over
to the Galagapos Islands any time soon, but basically
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Mustang’s 2800 Sportscruiser (Series 11 shown
here) was one of Australia’s most successful
bridge deck cruisers, but it suffered from the
fundamental design flaw of all bridgedecks in
Australia - they were neither one thing nor
another, with nowhere near enough cockpit
space for robust Australian summer usage - with
half the boat given over to a cabin that was
hardly ever used, as none of these boats have
the refrigeration, water capacity or cooking
facilities for family overnighting.

would love to spend some time toddling round the
Adelaide Gulfs, or perhaps up into the Hawkesbury,
or down past one of Brisbane’s 364 islands in
Moreton Bay on your way to the ‘Coast, then you’re
probably going to be looking at the displacement
type cruiser.
Commonly called a “tugboat” by all and sundry
because the emphasis that these boats have is all
about family cruising, a lot of comfort, terrific
economy, stability and surprising seaworthiness too,
which people tend to overlook. But there are some
wonderful craft out there that have been preloved and
that includes the old Mariner displacement range,
Grand Banks, Island Gypsy (nee Halvorson) and any
number of imported Asian built ‘trawler-yachts’ (to
give them their popular if not proper name) that were
imported into Australia from the late 1970s and into
the 1980s in their hundreds.
Some of these boats are amazingly good value for
family boating in a very “gently down the stream”
environment which is one of the reasons why women
love them, to the extent that 99% of our better halves

would all preference purchasing a tugboat, as distinct
from that horny looking sportscruiser with two
thundering great MWM’s underneath the floorboards.
Gently down the stream wins every time with
women and kids, and for a very good reason. Ninety
percent of most people’s boating today in the Metro
areas, is at anchor. It’s impossible to beat the comfort
and convenience of a flybridge displacement cruiser
anchored snuggly in the Hawkesbury, Westernport,
over at Rotto, or down the Gulf – these make
fantastic family fun platforms for whatever passion
takes your fancy, be it cruising, fishing, diving,
swimming around – that’s what these boats are about.
And thus the purchaser has to go through and
research the types of craft very carefully. Some of
them are very obvious.
A Black Watch 34 Flybridge for example, one of
the writer’s all-time favourite boats for sportfishing,
is just that – a fabulous boat for sportfishing – but
wouldn’t stand in the shade with a Grand Banks 36 a
far as a family cruising vessel is concerned. That’s as
silly as comparing a Porsche Cayenne to a 7 seat,
2WD SUV with a 1.8 litre petrol engine. The two are
incomparable, but they require, from a purchasing
point of view, a very specific decision – is the
This is more like it - the superbly designed
Riviera 3600 SUV or Sports Yachts - were created
in the late 1990s, and early models can now be
purchased in the $275-$325K range - a huge
saving on their 2016 cost, but a better investment
(in the writer’s ‘umble opinion) than a new one.

potential purchaser interested in cruising or interested
in sportfishing? Both of them are specialist craft that
are polar opposites in their respective fields.
Now coming back more to the centre, it’s possible
to buy craft that do a bit of everything, but all too
often they can be some of the most frustrating boats
of all as they are ‘neither fish nor fowl’.
Front and centre here are the hundreds of bridge
deck cruisers in Australia, mostly imported by the
likes of Sea Ray, Bayliner, Carver, Regal, Larson,
Glastron, and innumerable other American boat
builders. Usually they have higher boat building
standards than we have here in Australia, and by a
fairly considerable margin, because they are all built
to the tough, enforced, American Boat & Yacht
Council (ABYC) Standards.
However, just about all of them have the same
fundamental design weakness. They are not one thing
or another. Not a good live aboard cruiser, not a
sports fishing boat, not a performance boat; they are
the definitive American all-rounders.
That’s why so many of them are turned over so
quickly on the used boat market, and because they
are turned over so often, so quickly, their resale price
is really dreadful (low) in most cases, which
unfortunately encourages more beginners to come
into boating through the purchase of one of these
bridge deck cruisers.
Can I stress here that there is absolutely nothing
wrong with any of these bridge deck cruisers, and
further, many Aussie couples swear by them,
although their popularity wanes with families in
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direct proportion to the number of children or guests
involved.
We’ve built plenty of boats here of the same genre
– Mustang’s fleet of bridgedeck cruisers being the
standout example, although they too aren’t alone as
there have been many local bridge deck builders over
the years who have tried to compete with the
Americans at their own game.
Frankly, I could never see how that was going to
work (and it didn’t) but there was no lack of
enthusiasm in trying, and so Australian boat builders
as well, made countless bridgedeck cruisers through
the 1980s, 1990s and right on up to the pre GFC
period of 2007-2008.
The problem with all of these craft, regardless of
who made them, or where, is that inherently, they are
not ideal for Australian conditions. It’s really as
simple as that. Most of them were designed and built
for waters and conditions unlike anything we have in
Australia. At least half of America experiences quite
severe winters, including snow storms and blizzards,
which require boats such as these to be “winterised”
and laid up for months on end because it’s just
simply too damn cold to get out on the water.
Similarly at the edges of the winter season ie,
Autumn and Spring, when boating is still vaguely
feasible, the priority has always been to give these
boats a decent cabin where people could sit below
even if it was still very cold or blustery – and that is
why they all have very big, impressive cabins which
the women folk love, but the cockpit can be as short
as 4 or 5 foot long. Although they invariably have
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beautifully made lounges and split seats, with folding
this and sliding that in the cockpit, the fact is that in
Australian conditions it doesn’t work as it should.
The cabins are unbelievably hot and sweaty in our
summers – and sleeping in them can be a real
challenge, although no broker is ever going to bring
that up when they’re showing the potential customer
through the boat.
He’s hardly going to take the woman aside and say
“Mrs Smith, you’ll need to get your husband to put
air conditioning in here to sleep overnight, because
you’re not going to be able to breathe. . .” And forget
any thoughts of having a quiet snuggle overnight –
unless the kids or guests are banished to sleep on the
swimming platform, as the world “privacy” does not
apply in a bridge deck cruiser. Nor will that kind
salesman point out that none of the hatches or the
companionway have any insect protection
whatsoever as standard equipment, because you don’t
get midgies and mozzies in Chicago – especially in
the winter time!
So people buy these craft with the best intentions in
the world and there’s no question they have
introduced thousands of people to the world of
boating in Australia. However, I think they’ve turned
off almost as many people in the process, as the
bridge-deck’s limitations become glaringly obvious.
Especially as the realities of boating in Australia
sinks in reasonably quickly after the first blush of
enthusiasm and excitement wears off.
All joking aside, this is why you see all these
bridgedeck cruisers with Australian made canopies

Left: This is the stunning Tom Fexas designed
Southern Cross 44, built by South Cross on the
Gold Coast in the late 80’s, driven here by
legendary boat builder Phil McIntosh and taken
from Southern Cross (and Sanctuary Cove
creator) Mike Gore’s helicopter. Gore was one
hell of a chopper pilot - and the shoots were
always very exciting, not to say heart-stopping!
SC-44s from that era can be purchased for as
little as $200K-$220K fully found - they just need
the original GM diesels replaced with something
at least 50% lighter!

that have kept many canopy makers and sail makers
in business for years, because it’s about the only way
you can rescue the situation.
Moral of the story is simple – if you’re looking to
buy one of these bridge deck cruisers, make sure it’s
1. Cheap –it is always going to be hard to sell.
2. After you’ve examined the anchoring set-up
carefully, please don’t fall for the “Yes, but you just
step up through the windscreen and then walk down
over the cabin to the bow” routine. That is utter
bullshit and incredibly dangerous. Check if they’ve
got some way of getting to the anchor that is safe in
choppy, blustery and probably wet conditions. If it
has had a power winch fitted (and most have) ask
yourself the question: If the anchor winch is jammed,
how do you get down to clear it?
You’ll find 95% of the 1970s and 1980s American
boats don’t even have an anchor locker, or any sort of
bollard, let alone a pulpit on the front for the anchor,
because 99% of the U.S. boats were kept in marinas
or on the hard. So make sure the bridgedeck you’ve

been admiring has been modified (most of the later
models have been modified, fortunately) because
otherwise you’ll be up for a couple of thousand
dollars just to anchor the boat, safely.
3. Check the covers are made for Australian
conditions and then, before you buy, ask the broker to
join you, as you both stand them up, erect and secure
the covers – right? Then having stood them all up
and clipped them into position, take them down as
quickly as you can and see how long it takes you to
undo the whole shebang and stow them away. This is
what drives people to drink with bridge decks – it can
take 20 – 45 minutes to stand the curtains up and the
same to take them down again – and that gets to be a
pain in the bum, especially in the rain . . .
Sportfishing/Gamefishing Craft
This is a real can of worms in the second hand
market and it must be noted the writer is a very jaded
observer in this department.
So many used craft are misrepresented as suitable
for game fishing, but when you walk down the wharf
to see the boat and realise there’s no halyards on the
One of the writer’s dream boats - the glorious
Precision 17, designed by one of the all time
great Australian naval architects, Phil Curran,
and built by Norm Wilhelm’s Precision team in
Perth, at the very peak of their world class
prowess. In one of the traditional hallmarks of
good design, it’s hard to believe this boat was
designed and built just over 30 years ago, and
yet it is as contemporary as anything built in
Australia today.
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outriggers, the game chair’s been replaced by a silly
sort of coffee table in the centre of the cockpit, the
live bait tank isn’t plumbed or doesn’t work, it
doesn’t take very long at all to realise the boat’s
never been game fishing in its life and/or it might
have done so perhaps 20 years ago and it’s been let
go in the fishing department ever since.
There’s no way the writer is going to tell an
experienced fishing skipper what to look for – you
don’t even have to go on the boat to do it. You can
just stand on the wharf, quietly study the boat
carefully and decide whether the boat has ever been
fishing in its life – much less been regularly used 3040 miles offshore.
But hang on, not everybody actually wants to do
that. I’m extremely aware that today’s sport fishing
purists (or nutcases by another definition, like the
writer) are becoming a very rare breed indeed.
Not too many people are interested in true game
fishing (or ‘sports fishing’ if you like) anymore, for a
whole host of reasons which have got a lot to do with
the changing of the guard and the passage of time.
That’s just another way of saying most of the original
guys in game fishing are now aged in their 60s-80s,
and they can’t or don’t want to handle the offshore
work anymore. Very commonly, they can’t put a
crew together, and equally commonly, don’t want to
spend $1,000-$2,000 a day on fuel. Funny that!
Time Out: You think I’m kidding? I can still recall
pulling up to the RMYC at Newport (NSW) to fill up
Tracey-J 5 (a custom Outsider 44) and handing the
fuel guy my Diners Card and signing off $2,000
worth of diesel for a three day fishing session off
Broken Bay wide. The big Caterpillars we had (and
which are still in many, many gameboats to this day,
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The Bertram 35 has been the backbone of
Australian gamefishing and recreational
sportsfishing since the early 1970s. Wonderful
hull then, and still is. Very popular, and there’s
plenty of good stock in the $100K-$150K range. I
think you get what you pay for in the Berties so be cautious about mechanical integrity; some
of these classics are getting very old now.

commonly used 60-80L/ph EACH in the models up to
350hp, and I won’t even mention what the big boys
used in their Rivieras and Precision 50’s etc, because
it could cause serious heart palpitations with some of
our readers who were there in the 1980-90s and have
been trying to forget that part of it, ever since . .
Real game fishing is a pretty damn expensive
business – but thus it has always been. Back in the
days (1960-70s) when radio celebrities Jack Davey
and Bob Dyer ran around in their two magnificent
wooden diesel cruisers, game fishing, then in its
infancy, was correctly considered the sport of the
very rich and famous. Frankly, not a lot’s changed –
we just don’t have many rich and famous guys left
out there chasing the big ones off Sydney, Bermagui,
Port Stephens or even the Gold Coast. And Zane
Grey, the famous American sportswriter who was
largely responsible for popularising the gamefishing
movement ‘downunder’ hasn’t been seen around
Bermagui for about 80 years!
The result is that there are plenty of old game boats
for sale. Some of them are in absolutely wonderful
condition, superbly maintained and looked after - and
these are the jewels you’ll have to suss out in the
market. They’re really easy to spot too. You can eat
off the cockpit sole, the engine room is immaculate,
and whilst they might be old, they’ve obviously been

loved with a passion that’s kept them in pristine
condition for possibly 20-30 years.
How long, you ask? Well that’s what we’re dealing
with today – boats that were built in the 1980s are
now approaching their 35th birthday, so you’ve got to
expect that the machinery is pretty damned ancient –
and there’s no gainsaying it, no matter how well it’s
been looked after, it’s OLD. Very old.
Worse than that, in some ways, is the fact that most
of the 1980s-1990s gameboats are not only old, they
involved machinery and boat building systems that
are positively ancient in terms of contemporary
power units and boat design.
Looking back on the boats we had in the 1970s1980s is really horrifying, because all of them were
based on truck engines from the likes of Caterpillar,
Cummins, GM, Perkins, kind, all of which weighed
upwards of a tonne each, produced 230-280
continuous horsepower if you were very lucky, and
were put into boats that weighed anywhere from 1220 tonnes.
Very few game boats could cruise offshore at more
than 17-18 knots, 20 knots across the ground was
remarkable, and 22-23 was always the province of
the light weight fliers of the Riviera kind – but few
fishos took the lightweight Rivs, Marklines, Rangers,
(etc) seriously for gamefishing in that era.
Not that there was anything wrong with them I
might add, so much as they simply weren’t designed
and built for days and long hours at sea going out
before dawn and coming back after dark. The Rivs
and Mariners of that era were not designed for that
work and whilst they’re more than capable of going
up to Port Stephens in good conditions, from Sydney,
or working the Shelf off the Gold Coast and back
again in a day, nothing could hide the fact that they
were all based around horribly heavy, under-powered
and thirsty ex-truck diesel engines.
So in 2016, buying one of these old craft calls for a
very, very careful examination of the costs of
purchase, the costs of storage, the cost of fuelling –
and the costs of rebuilding them. And whether the
cockpit was really designed for game fishing. Most
weren’t – which is why Australia supported a
specialist game boat building community for many
years through the 1970s-1990s. Thinking Pleysier,
Woodnutt, Norman Wright, Bracken, HMGHalvorsen (etc)
A number of our readers are already transforming
‘pre-loved’ boats by dumping the old truck engines,
and replaced them with modern lightweight diesels.
Modern diesels today are approaching the
power:weight ratios of petrol (inboard) engines, and
they are capable of transforming the performance and
economy of what might well be a 20 year old
gameboat classic.

People forget (or don’t know) that the original
Bertram 35 was designed in the 1960s around V-8
MerCruiser inboard petrol engines – beautifully
smooth, powerful engines that delivered terrific
power:weight ratios very close to the sort of numbers
we get today with outboards. And the fact that they
sucked up a lot of fuel didn’t mean a thing, because
the Americans at that point were paying 10-11 cents
a gallon (that’s 4.55 litres in metric) for their fuel, so
it didn’t really matter a damn if you ran out of
Florida Keys for 15-20 miles to the fishing grounds,
or out of Kona Harbour in Hawaii (commonly) a
mere 7-8 miles, because the petrol cost was sweet
f.a., and the engines and boat’s performance was
terrific.
Back in Australia though, our distances here killed
petrol usage in gameboats, so the next Big Thing was
to start putting diesel engines into the Bertie. Frankly,
I’ve yet to run a Bertram 35 with diesel power that
had anything like the sparkle of the original petrol
models. They were truly awesome – as long as you
didn’t have to pay the fuel bill, or you had 5 or 6
mates to share the costs.
So today, going into 2016, there are Bertram 35’s
and craft of that ilk for sale all over Australia - and
some of them are beautiful craft, make no mistake. I
particularly think the Berties that were converted to
Volvo TAMD 60B diesels in the 1990s were getting
pretty close to the mark, although none of the diesel
conversions – especially those with Caterpillars,
really worked without the poor old Bertie slowly
settling on its marks under the sheer weight of the
cast iron in the engine room.
It wasn’t just the Berties that were affected.
Everybody had the same problem, whether they were
Crestas, Mariners, Precisions, Rivieras, Randalls,
Mustangs, etc. Everybody had to work with diesel
engines that had awful power:weight ratios, and
whilst they might have been cheaper to run in theory,
the poor bloody boats were so heavy they ended up
having to be driven harder - and using as much diesel
as they were trying to save.
Going back into the marketplace today looking at
these boats is a bit scary because whilst there’s some
very good, beautifully maintained craft there, the cost
of running these old boats today is quite off putting.
Apart from needing a crew of at least 2, the fuel bill
is still going to be horrific, mainly because we have
so far to go in Australia to fish.
With the singular exceptions of the coast off
Exmouth, WA, (Ningaloo, specifically) Bermagui
(NSW) Port Stephens (NSW) just about everywhere
else involves a run of at least 20 miles straight out to
the Continental Shelf - or beyond the Great Barrier
Reef which in many parts of Qld is way more than
20 miles – commonly up to 70-80 miles out.
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These are all the facts that need to be taken
onboard today. The position of the game fishing
grounds haven’t changed one metre; all the currents,
islands, Continental Shelf etc, are in exactly the same
place they were in 1985, so the potential owner needs
to sit down and figure out just how much money it’s
going to cost to drive back and forth to the fishing
grounds in that amazingly cheap ol’ 1980s -1990s
gameboat – and I’m talking about the one that’s been
maintained in pristine condition and is really a lovely
boat.
Not All Bad
In case readers are wondering whether I’ve lost the
plot by harping so much on this fuel situation. There
is a good side to these old boats and it’s one that
needs to be raised, Why? Because it’s still germane
to our thinking today about how game boats need to
be designed in the future.
Using my own (1984-87) boat as an example
(pictured, centre right) Tracey J-5, an Outsider 44,
weighed 18 tonnes empty, and by the time fuel and
ice, crew (etc) were onboard, was pushing 19 tonnes
in the water for its two supposedly 370hp Caterpillars
– ignoring the fact that the only time they ever saw
370hp was in the hyperbole of the advertising copy.
The reality was that we never had more than 260
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Soaked through, down to the last outfit to bring
in, and locked into combat with a very big ‘fin had to be a very big fin, ‘coz it got away, didn’t
it? And we all know only the really BIG ones get
away !! But it was often hard to hold the
yellowfin (our speciality) amidst the line squalls,
as the extra movement of the boat in the rough
conditions, made popping the line a matter of
course. Note the teak deck, huge freeing ports
(scuppers) safety rails around the cockpit.

continuous horsepower, but that’s another story.
This is the point: At 18-19 tonne, flat out, downhill
with a 30 knot southerly up its arse, TJ-5 was capable
of about 18 or 19 knots ready to fish, but we were
rarely able to do much more than 16-17 knots across
the ground in day to day cruising. Mind you, it still
did 16-17 knots in gale, too, as rough water didn’t
make a lot of difference, and we invariably stayed
quite easily with the lighter, faster brigade coming
home in the nor’easter.
Loaded for a long ‘serious’ day off shore from our
home base at Palm Beach in Sydney’s Pittwater,
Sydney, we knew it was painfully slow, so we very
quickly developed strategies to work with this speed
issue.
This mostly involved leaving Broken Bay before

Above: AB’s fulltime
boat(s) skipper and
manager, Brian
Hoschke works with
Jeff Webster setting
drags in Tracey-J5’s
massive cockpit.
Out of sight under
the floor are the kill
tanks, live bait tank
and rear anchor
stowage. Right:
Brothers Jeff and
Jody Webster with a
chunky yellowfin.

dawn, and then steaming up past Cape Three Points
(the northern side of Broken Bay) and on to the
Norah Canyons (wide off Gosford/Terrigal) before
coming about (around 7:00am, usually) putting out
the outriggers, lures and baits, and steaming south
with just one engine ticking over in the warm waters
of the 3-4kn S.E current, at a beautiful surface
trolling speed of around 5.0-7.0 kn depending on
whether we had live baits, plastics, Yozuris or
whatever.
So we’d then steam all the way back down the
Continental Shelf until we (usually) ended up wide
off Sydney Heads, leaving us with about 25-28 nm
to go home to Barranjoey Lighthouse, right on dark,
mooring back in Pittwater at around 8:30 pm.
So whilst the boat was slow by any standards, we
worked out how we could take advantage of the
boat’s enormous stability, seaworthiness, and very
considerable comfort.
A magnificent fishing boat, we could spread
combinations of up to 7 outfits, with two off the big

Reelax outriggers, the green stick in the centre, and
4-5 more spread around the cockpit providing we had
enough crew. As they were mostly high school mates
of our teenage family crew, and our fulltime boat
manager/deckie/#2 skipper & mate Brian Hoschke,
that was never really a problem.
Another technique we developed, was specifically
in response to TJ-5’s phenomenal bluewater handling
and sea kindliness. In the height of Summer, when
the southerly busters would roar up the NSW coast,
we’d deliberately steam wide offshore and head
south (like a Sydney-Hobart yachtsman) working in
the S.E. Current until we could see to see the
southerly buster coming up coast, way down on the
horizon. We’d then come about, heading back north
to Sydney Heads and on to Long Reef, and re-set the
lines and gear, in anticipation of the southerly
overtaking us.
We knew that for about an hour, we would have the
most unbelievable fishing you’ll ever get off Sydney,
as the fish - pelagics, billfish and sharks - that
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gathered just in ahead, underneath and behind the
southerly line squall (or the ‘buster’ ) front would go
ballistic in the highly oxygenated water, foam, waves
and spray, creating an adrenaline rush that was
unbelievably exciting.
The spray-laden wind would be howling past the
boat, the seas definitely ‘rising to bloody spectacular’
and mayhem would follow as the crew – all soaking
wet, finding it hard to see through the blinding rain
squalls, freaking out as all the rods would go ‘off’ in
every direction – damn, it was some of the most
exciting fishing we’ve ever experienced anywhere . .
. . for about half a crazy hour at its peak.
Obviously, this is not a strategy that anyone in a
trailerboat or even a light sport fishing craft could
handle safely, but in a big 19 tonne 44 footer, we
actually looked for the southerly buster to come
through during the summer. It was always a slide
‘downhill’ and we tried to stay with the Southerly
front for as long as possible! TJ-5 scarcely moved
unless the waves were over 3.0m-4.0m, and was very
safe, with it’s full length steadying keel that slowed
us down in smooth water, coming into its own in sea
conditions like these.
Summary, Part One
So going into these old game boats from the 1980s
and 1990s is not all bad news by any means.
Be very suspicious about the engine room
machinery, and ask yourself whether you can dump
the old engines and replace them with modern
diesels. Take a long, hard look at the condition of the
boat, the type of cockpit it has, the boat’s gen-set,
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At the end of the day, the basic rules still apply make SURE you know what you want in the boat,
look for the top brands, don’t worry too much
about the age of the fibreglass boats concentrate on the mechanicals and
accesssories. Get a good Surveyor to go thru
the boat from stem to stern - and buy hard. You
could be fishing next weekend in a 1990s twin
diesel Steber 36 like this, for only $110K-$130K,
and that is simply incredible value.

electronics, plumbing (etc) because some of these
older boats have retained their structural integrity –
they just need the original inventory upgraded to
modern specs.
As long as you go you go in with your eyes wide
open, there won’t be too many surprises, and you
could end up with a fabulous cruiser, six months or
so later, with new machinery and electronics, ready to
go again for another 10 years . . . for a fraction of
the cost of a new one.
Gotta be the way to go in 2016.
Next Month: Part Two
Is Building Your Own An Option - Again ?
We take all this on board and look at some of the
other options. You might be surprised to learn that
custom building is making a very welcome return –
from the 1970s, we might be going back to the future.
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l Arvor 20 Diesel l Bar Crusher 6.1 l Cairns Custom Craft 8.0m Bridgedeck l Cruise
Craft Explorer 500 l Cruise Craft Outsider 685 l Dominator 7000 Canyon Runner
l Haines Hunter 585 Seeker l Haines Hunter 635 Walkaround l Horizon 490 Family
Cuddy l Kevlacat 5.2 (‘Krazy Kate’) l Mustang 2250 Walkaround l Noosa Cat 1850
Cuddy l Noosa Cat 670 Walkabout l Quintrex 435 Hornet Trophy l Quintrex 455
Escape l Seafarer 5.0m Viva l Signature 493F l Signature 542F l Signature 600F
l Signature 630F l Signature 702C MerCruiser l Signature 702L Yamaha 225
l Southwind 640 l Sportfish 7.4 Centre Cab l Stacer 475 Easy Rider l Streaker 545
Cuddy l Whittley 700 Cruisemaster

Available Now From www.australianboatmags.com.au
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ABM’s

DIY

@Home

Aluminium - Composite GRP - Timber/Ply

All over Australia, in garages, lean to’s, sheds and
out in the open under a tarp, hundreds of boating
families are working on the dream - to build their
own affordable, practical, safe and easy-to-build DIY
boat building project.
Most of them have been created by Brisbane-based
husband and wife team of Mark and Debbie Bowdidge.
Together, this charismatic couple are re-writing the old
Hartley, Hedges, Young and Boden songbook, with a
whole range of composite fibreglass designs that are
easily built by complete amateurs who have never
picked up a drill in their lives. With exciting new
building techniques, terrific, personal internet forum
support, they have smashed the cost of going boating,
and have done so with highly sophisticated hull shapes
and designs that are (literally) leading the professionals.
Interest and activity in BMD’s designs is now so
high, we’re running a regular section celebrating the
progress for Australia’s magnificent DIY enthusiasts.

BMD Composite DIY Projects Underway Around Oz . .

Doug’s Edgetracker 426
from Queensland is an
excellent example of what
you can build with a handful
of tools from Bunnings,
perhaps 20-25 spare
Saturdays, a good radio in
the shed (to listen to the
footie or the cricket!) and a
willingness to roll up your
sleeves, do something really
enjoyable - and earn
bragging rights for years to
come . . . .
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Above: Brendon in NSW is another boat builder
assembling the very desirable Broadwater 5.1
cuddy. We are keenly awaiting to see one
launched - so we can try it out ourselves.

Below: Over in WA, BMD’s Pro Tournament 21 is
fast becoming the first choice of hot fishermen
up and down the coast. Alistar is doing a
beautiful job of the Paulownia strip planking.
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Above: Another from WA, where Hendrik proudly
stands alongside his Broadwater 5.1 Cuddy, to
show how big ‘n roomy this cuddy is going to be!
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Below: Another shot of the BMD strip planking (on
James’ Riptide 457 in the ‘States). This technique
allows home boat builders to create beautiful hull
shapes, in a simple, easily built technique.

Above: We reckon Kelvin and his family in
Sydney are having way too much fun building
their huge Pro Tournament 26. Not a bad effort for
a dentist, hey!

Below: Pat’s been working hard on his
spectacular 24’ Run Riot panga-style centre
console. Fascinating project here on the ‘Coast
we are following wih great interest.
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Above: Here’s another model that is causing a great
deal of interest - this is Phil’s 5.2m ‘Cruise Control’
in WA, and as we can plainly see, he’s doing a totally
professional job of it, too.
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Below: More from the BMD enclave of DIY boat
building in WA - Scott’s Roguewave is coming along a
treat - gotta lurve that big, flat, walk-around floor and
the forward casting platform.

Above: Yes - it’s our cover boat! Plus the pic (right)
we published a few months back as Matt was
finishing his Magnum 12 and we were admiring his
seating treatment. Well, as they say, ‘the proof is in
the pudding!” and Matt, you’ve got yourself a
winner. Enjoy to the max - and send us some more
pics with the barra you are going to catch!
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Above: All the way from Canada, Terry’s
EdgeTracker 426 (one of the most popular boats
in the BMD range) is well on its way, with Terry
applying the fibreglass cloth over the strakes
here, showing how simple it is to do a pro job.
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Below: Steve is doing a great job on his big Sea
Strike 18 down in Vic - check the massively
strong longitudinal substructure that is ultimately
filled with foam bouyancy - except for the
amidships fuel tank cavity.
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Jigging Combo
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Visit: downriggershop.com.au PH: 0402 075 000 Email: sales@stelco.com.au

240 Pages Of Invaluable Info & Performance Data

Australian Boat Mag’s 2014 Edition

ABM’s 27 POPULAR TRAILER

FISHING THE HINCHINBROOK
WILDERNESS

BOAT TESTS
$19.95

Including
Arvor
Bar Crusher
Cairns C. Craft
Cruise Craft
Dominator
Haines Hunter
Horizon
Kevlacat
Noosa cat
Quintrex
Seafarer
Signature
Southwind
Sportfish
Stacer
Streaker
Whittley

 Vital Fishing, Boating and Exploring Info To Get You Started In This Unique World

 Best Fishing Techniques

 Where to Find Them

 Best Baits & Lures

 ‘Mud Maps’ You’ll Need

ABM’s 27 Popular Boat Tests

Fishing The Hinchinbrook Wilderness

$19.95, 240 pages

$9.95, 70 pages

Plate Alloy Boats of Australia

Boat Renovations & MakeOvers

$19.95, 320 pages

$14.95, 156 pages
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F&B’s BOAT

AUD $19.95

 FAQs About  Desals  Gen Sets  Paints & Finishes  Outboards  Diesels  Toilet Systems
 Latest Architect ALLY KITS & PLANS  Working With The Builder  The Documentation

$AUD

14.95

Book 2

Australian Boat Mag

Hundreds of TipsʼnʼTricks for trailerboat owners who want to know how the professionals do it !
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Collector’s Edition



Build Your Own
Fibreglass ICE CHEST That Works!



How To Turn A Tinnie
Into A Top Fishing Rig



Fixing That Rotten Old
Transom



Dealing With ‘Soft’ Or
Spongy Flooring



Fibreglassing At Home The Tradies’ Secrets!



Rebuilding A Southwind
SF21 Cuddy



Renovating A 40 Year
Old DeHavilland Trojan



Converting A Cuddy To A
Centre Console



Haines Signature 1850L
Makeover



Replacing Old Stringers
& Bearers

FULL DETAILS: How To Stop Boat ‘Twist’ on Multi-Roller Trailers

TRAILERS,TOWING
& Rooftopping

(Putting The FUN
back into
trailerboating ! )

BOOK 4
2014-15
$19.95

ALUMINIUM TRAILERS: Are They Better Than Steel?
 Safe Trailerboating - With The Family In Tow!
 The Secrets Of A Successful

Trailerboat To The

KIMBERLEY

- The inspirational adventures of two separate trailerboat expeditions

Beach-launching Set-up
 TIPS For Hassle-Free
Trailer Boating



Good News:

The BIG Fords
Are Back!
 The LATEST Towing Rules & REGULATIONS  Rebuilding
An Old Trailer To Pass Rego  Why The Rhino Roof
Topper Loaders Work So Well  Braking Systems That Work
An Australian Boat Mags Publication

Trailers, Towing & Rooftopping

Trailerboat To the Kimberley

$14.95, 136 pages

$19.95, 110 pages
SEE full previews/contents of all books at

ABM’s Sportfishing

www.australianboatmags.com.au

The Secrets Of A Fabulous Outrigger System
$19.95

Sportfishing
ABM’s

BOATS, TECHNIQUES & TACKLE

 The Anatomy Of A Sportfishing Boat  The Latest Terminal
Rigs & Techniques  Why Downriggers Make Such A Difference
 Muscle-up For The New Jigging Techniques!

Buy One - Get
Another For
Christmas, FREE!
Or
Give Someone You Love a 6 month/6
issue Gift Subscription to ABM (for just
$29) - and get one of these terrific books
you’ve always wanted for yourself - Free!

HOW?
Easy. Just email Mary on
subs@ausboatmags.com.au with the
order detail and your phone number for
her to call you back for the credit card
info. Easier still, just ‘phone Mary on
(07) 5502 8233 and we’ll take the details
all down over the ‘phone - it couldn’t be
simpler, safer or faster.

Australian Boat Mag

$19.95, 170 pages
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ABM’s December 2015 Outboard Specs

Make

HP

Honda
Yamaha premix
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Parsun
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Yamaha premix
Mercury
Evinrude
Mercury
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Parsun
Evinrude
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Yamaha premix
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Evinrude
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu

2.0
2.0
2.5
2.5
2.5
2.6
2.5
2.5
2.5
2.5
3.0
3.3
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5
3.5B
3.6
3.5
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6
8
8
8
8
8
8

Model

RRP 4-stroke
Cylinders Weight
2-stroke Capacity
(Kg) Green*
Carb/Inject (cc’s) Amp/hr
Compliant

BF2.3DK2
$1,234
2CMHS
$900
M
$1,374
M
$902
T2.5BMS 2C
$700
F2.6MBS 4C
$899
DF2.5S
$1,125
MFS2.5A S
$1,494
M2.5A2 S
$894
F2.5AMHS
$1,349
3AMHS
$1,099
M
$979
E3R4
$1,459
M
$1,460
MFS3.5A S
$1,527
M3.5A2 S
$925
M3.5B2 S
$1,029
T3.6BMS 2C
$720
E4R4
$1,769
M
$1,662
M
$1,416
F4BMS 4C
$1,195
DF4S
$1,638
MFS4BD S
$1,693
M4C S
$1,411
F4BMHS
$1,689
4ACMHS
$1,468
BF5DK2 SB
$2,195
M
$1,738
M
$1,505
F5BMS 4C
$1,245
DF5S
$1,731
MFS5BDS
$1,746
M5BDS
$1,536
5CMHS
$1,782
F5AMHS
$1,919
E6R4
$1,889
M
$1,846
M lite
$1,939
T6BMS
$1,495
DF6S
$1,913
MFS6B S
$1,851
MFS6BSUL(Sail)$1,900
M6B S
$2,013
6CMHS
$2,196
F6CMHS
$2,149
BF8DK2 SHD $3,392
M
$3,140
M lite
$1,991
DF8AS
$3,133
MFS8A3 S
$3,080
M8B S
$2,040

4c
2c
4c
2c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
4c
2c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
2c
2c
4c
4c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
4c
2c
4c
4c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
2c
4c
4c
4c
2c
4c
4c
2c

57
50
85
74.6
74.6
72
68
85.5
74.6
72
70
74.6
87
85
85.5
74.6
74.6
74.6
123
123
102
112
138
123
102
139
83
127
123
102
112
138
123
102
103
139
123
123
169
169
138
123
123
169
165
139
222
209
169
208
209
169

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
1
2
2
2
2
2
2

5A

4A
5A
5A
0
6A
5A
5A
6A
5A
3A
5A
4A
6A
5A
5A
5A
6A
5A
6A
5A
5A
6.7A
6A
6A
6A
6A
6A
6A
-

Notes: Shaft length - representative models shown use the following convention where
possible. Up to 10hp, short shaft. 10hp to 150hp, long shaft. Over 150hp, extra long
shaft. Up to 18hp, tiller steer. 20hp and over - forward steer. Readers are advised to
make sure they check the latest prices with their local dealers, before making a purchase
decision - and please note, freight costs will vary according to the location of the dealer.
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12.2
16.5
19.0
13
16
18
14
13.0
12.5
17
16.5
13
18.4
13.0
19.0
12.5
13
16
26.0
25.0
20
24.5
25
26.0
19
27
21
27.0
25.0
20
24.5
25
25.0
19
21
27
26
25.0
26
26
25
25.0
25.0
26
27
27
42.0
38.0
26
39.5
37.0
26

ABM
Emiss
Emiss.
Star HC+NOX
CO
Rating (g/kw/hr) (g/kw/hr)

s
s
s
s

s
s
s

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

3
0
3
0
0
3
3
3
0
2
0
0
3
3
3
0
0
0
3
3
1
3
3
3
1
3
0
3
3
1
3
3
3
1
0
3
3
3
0
0
3
3
3
1
0
3
3
3
0
3
3
1

20.8

304.0

25.5
277.1

434.1
399.4

29.8
4.0
24.1
305.3
42.9

134.5
367.8
382.1
150.0
466.2

277.1
27.7
27.7
24.1
305.3
280.2

399.4
468.8
468.8
382.1
150.0
150.0

24.3
24.3
221.9
21.8
19.1
24.7
204.0
22.5
332.3
23.1
24.3
221.9
21.8
19.1
24.7
204.0

468.9
468.9
236.2
339.9
268.0
354.4
258.4
290.9
598.3
189.0
468.9
236.2
296.5
268.0
354.4
258.4

22.5
24.3
24.3
306.1

290.9
468.9
468.9
225.5

19.1
24.7
20.7
220.9
322.7
22.5
18.5
20.7
306.1
17.6
20.0
220.9

268.0
354.4
263.0
377.3
331.7
290.9
317.0
144.4
225.5
196.0
296.4
377.3

*Where the s confirms the
outboard meets the proposed
Australian Emissions Standards;
see www.blueskyalliance.com.au
for more details.

HP

Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Evinrude
Suzuki
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Parsun
Yamaha
Yamaha premix
Honda
Evinrude
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Parsun
Suzuki
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Tohatsu
Honda
Mercury
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Mercury
Parsun
Parsun
Suzuki
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Suzuki
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Yamaha

8
8
9.8
9.9
9.9
9.8
9.9
9.8
9.9
9.9
9.9
9.8
9.8
9.9
9.9
10
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
18
20
20
20
20
20
20
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30
30

Model

8CMHS
F8CMHS
E10EL4
DT9.9S
DF9.9S
M9.8B S
M9.9D2 S
MFS9.8A3 S
M
M
EL Big Foot
T9.8BMS
F9.8BMS
F9.9FMHS
9.9FMHS
BF10DK2
E15RL4
BF15D3 LHD
15ML
M L super
ML
T15BML 2C
F15BML 4CT
DT15S
DF15AS
MFS15CL
M15D2 S
15FMHL
F15CMHS
M18E2 S
BF20DK2 SHD
20ML
DF20AS
MFS20CL
20DMHL
F20BMHL
E25DTSL
ML EFI
T25BML
F25BML FES
DF25S
DF25A
MFS25B (EFI) L
M25C3 L
25NMHL
F25DETL
E30DTSL
BF30DK2 LHTD
EL GA EFI
EL lite
T30BML 2C
DF30A
DT30S
MFS30B (EFI) L
M30A4 L
30DETOL
F30BETL

RRP 4-stroke
Cylinders Weight
2-stroke Capacity
(Kg) Green*
Carb/Inject (cc’s) Amp/hr
Compliant

$2,467
$3,149
$2,935
$2,412
$3,311
$2,188
$2,494
$3,147
$3,519
$2,506
$4,591
$1,575
$2,095
$3,199
$2,709
$3,906
$3,349
$4,200
$3,821
$2,249
$2,726
$1,810
$2,645
$2,679
$3,918
$3,858
$2,601
$2,952
$3,899
$2,601
$4,694
$4,526
$4,324
$4,114
$3,599
$4,749
$5,589
$5,279
$2,635
$4,045
$4,887
TBA
$5,312
$3,384
$3,839
$5,969
$6,685
$6,398
$6,467
$3,773
$2,660
TBA
$3,194
$5,312
$3,384
$6,229
$6,549

2c
4c
4c
2c
4c
2c
2c
4c
4c
2c
4c
2c
4c
4c
2c
4c
4c
4c
4c
2c
2c
2c
4c
2c
4i
4c
2c
2c
4c
2c
4c
4c
4i
4c
2c
4c
2di
4i
2c
4i
4c
4i
4i
2c
2c
4c
2di
4c
4i
2c
2c
4i
2c
4i
2c
2c
4i

165
197
209
284
209
169
247
209
209
262
209
169
209
212
246
222
351
350
351
294
262
246
323
284
327
351
247
246
362
294
350
351
327
351
395
362
576
526
496
498
538
490
526
429
395
498
576
552
526
430
703
498
499
526
429
496
747

2
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
3
2
2
V2
3
3
2
2
2
2
3
3
2
2
3
2
3
2
3
3

6A
6A
6A
2.5A
6A
6.7A
6.7A
6A
6A
8A
6A

6A
6A
6A
12A
6A
11A
6A
6A

2.5A
6A
12A
6.7A
6A
10A
6.7A
6A
11A
6A
12A
6A
10A
56A
15A

6A
14A
15A
6.7A
6A
10A
56A
10A
15A
6A
14A
2.5A
15A
6.7A
6A
16A

27
38
37
33
37.0
26
37
37.0
38.1
35
43
26.0
38.0
39.9
36
42.0
52
46.5
52\
42
35
37.5
51
33
44
52.0
37
36
50
37
46.5
53.0
44.0
52.0
48
53.7
64.4
71
53
68
70
62
82.5
52
48
79
64.4
72.5
71
48
75.1
71
57.5
82.5
52
66
99.6

ABM
Emiss
Emiss.
Star HC+NOX
CO
Rating (g/kw/hr) (g/kw/hr)

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

0
3
3
0
3
1
1
3
3
0
3
0
3
3
1
3
3
3
3
1
0
0
3
0
3
3
1
1
3
1
3
3
3
3
1
3
3
3
0
3
3
3
3
1
1
3
3
3
3
1
0
3
1
3
1
1
3

322.7
21.9
20.7

331.7
325.0
144.4

17.6
195.0
180.9
20.0
20.7
323.2
20.7

196.0
150.0
287.2
296.4
144.4
533.4
144.4

13.6
18.6
249.6
18.5
18.4
15.5
18.4
173.5
323.2

104.2
267.7
408.4
317.0
150.7
172.6
150.7
270.3
533.4

16.0

221.3

17.1
16.8
180.9
249.6
22.3
173.5
16.6
18.4
17.1
16.8
201.9
14.6
16.4
14.9

59.9
155.6
287.2
408.4
229.0
270.3
182.0
150.7
59.9
155.6
200.4
311.1
139.8
279.4

12.8
15.5
16.5
16.1
160.7
201.9
14.6
16.4
13.5
14.9
164.2

152.0
205.2
34.0
226.3
194.0
200.4
230.5
139.8
215.0
279.4
202.9

16.5

34.0

16.1
164.2
237.6
15.6

226.3
202.9
425.6
131.7
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Make

Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Suzuki
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu TLDI
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu TLDI
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Yamaha
Mercury
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury
Parsun
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Yamaha premix
Yamaha
Yamaha
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu TLDI
Yamaha
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury

HP

40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
50
55
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
60
70
70
70
70
70
75
75
75
75

Model

RRP 4-stroke
Cylinders
2-stroke Capacity
Carb/Inject (cc’s) Amp/hr

E40DLP11
$8,612
BF40DK2 LRTL $9,059
ML
$7,148
ELPTO
$6,197
MHL Lite
$6,233
ELPT EFI bf
$8,802
T40BML 2C
$3,140
DT40L
$4,087
DF40ATL
$7,605
M40D2 L
$4,519
MSF40A
tba
MD40B EPTOL $8,373
40XWTL
$5,579
40VETOL
$6,499
F40FETL
$7,824
E50DPL11
$9,487
BF50DK2 LRTL $10,049
ELPT EFI
$8,889
ELPTO
$7,285
ELPTEFI BigFoot $9,164
DF50ATL
$8,655
M50D2 EPTOL $6,962
MSF50A
tba
MD50B EPTOL $8,551
50HETL
$6,949
50HETOL
$7,699
F50FETL
$8,831
Sea Pro MHL
$7,236
E60DPL11
$10,437
BF60AK1LRTL $10,999
ELPTO
$7,606
Sea Pro Big Foot $7,432
ELPT EFI
$9,237
ELPTO BigFoot $8,101
ELPTEFI BigFoot $9,633
T60FEL
$7,100
DF60ATL
$9,130
M60C EPTOL $8,995
BFT60A
tba
F60CETL
$9,250
E60HMHDL
$7,592
FT60DETL
$9,375
60FETOL
$8,459
DF70ATL
$10,403
M70C EPTOL $9,045
MD70B EPTOL $11,994
70BETOL
$8,959
F70AETL
$10,412
E75DPL11
$12,087
BF75DK2 LRTL $14,249
ELPTO
$9,389
ELPT EFI
$12,914

2di
4i
4c
2c
2c
4i
2c
2c
4i
2c
4i
2di
2c
2c
4i
2di
4i
4i
2c
4i
4i
2c
4i
2di
2c
2c
4i
2c
2di
4i
2c
2c
4i
2c
4i
2c
4i
2c
4i
4i
2c
4i
2c
4i
2c
2di
2c
4i
2di
4i
2c
4i

864
808
747
644
697
995
703
696
941
697
856
697
703
698
747
864
808
995
967
995
941
697
856
697
703
698
996
967
864
998
967
967
995
967
995
1141
941
938
998
996
849
996
849
1502
938
1267
849
996
1295
1497
1386
1732

2
3
3
2
3
4
2
2
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
2
3
4
3
4
3
3
3
3
2
3
4
3
2
3
3
3
4
3
4
3
3
3
3
4
3
4
3
4
3
3
3
4
3
4
3
4

Weight
(Kg) Green*
Compliant

81A
17A
6A
18A
11
18A
18A
19A
11A
21A
23A
6A
6A
15A
81A
17A
20A
16A
20A
19A
11A
21A
23A
6A
6A
17A
18A
81A
18A
16
16A
20a
16A
20A
(tba)
19A
11A
22A
17A
6A
17A
6A
27A
11A
23A
6A
17A
81A
35A
18A
50A

Notes: Shaft length - representative models shown use the following convention where
possible. Up to 10hp, short shaft. 10hp to 150hp, long shaft. Over 150hp, extra long
shaft. Up to 18hp, tiller steer. 20hp and over - forward steer. Readers are advised to
make sure they check the latest prices with their local dealers, before making a purchase
decision - and please note, freight costs will vary according to the location of the dealer.
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109
98.0
93
78
69
120
75.1
76.0
104
85
95
93.4
80.7
88
90.4
109
98.0
112
93
120
104
85
95
93.5
87
86
111
100
109
110
99.5
108
112
109
120
119
104
115
110
111
102
115
105
156
115
143
105.5
118
145
162
138
181

ABM
Emiss
Emiss.
Star HC+NOX
CO
Rating (g/kw/hr) (g/kw/hr)

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

3
3
3
1
1
3
0
1
3
1
3
3
1
1
3
3
3
3
1
3
3
1
3
3
1
1
3
1
3
3
1
1
3
1
3
0
3
1
3
3
1
3
1
3
1
3
1
3
3
3
1
3

15.2
13.2
13.0
142.2
142.2
14.2

66.5
74.5
185.4
192.3
192.3
188.9

14.6
153.0
13.6
16.1
196.6
167.5
15.6
15.2
13.3
14.2
140.1
14.2
14.6
167.8
13.6
16.1
167.5
167.5
15.1
140.1
13.4
13.3
140.1
140.1
13.0
140.1
157.9

73.7
150.0
212.0
96.6
364.8
329.7
131.7
66.5
99.1
188.9
411.0
188.9
73.7
387.0
212.0
96.6
329.7
329.7
128.7
411.0
66.5
99.1
411.0
411.0
161.4
411.0
298.1

14.6
157.9
13.3
15.1
168.2
15.1
168.2
12.4
151.4
12.4
168.2
11.2
12.3
12.3
122.9
15.4

73.7
298.1
99.1
128.7
319.4
128.7
319.4
60.3
291.2
134.7
319.4
108.0
69.8
103.1
401.5
336.0

*Where the s confirms the
outboard meets the proposed
Australian Emissions Standards;
see www.blueskyalliance.com.au
for more details.

HP

Mercury Opti
Parsun
Tohatsu
Honda
Suzuki
Mercury
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury Opti
Parsun
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu TLDI
Yamaha
Honda
Suzuki
Mercury
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury Opti
Mercury
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Tohatsu
Tohatsu TLDI
Yamaha
Yamaha
Mercury Opti
Evinrude E-TEC
Yamaha
Honda
Mercury Verado
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury
Mercury Verado
Suzuki
Tohatsu

75
75
75
80
80
80
80
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
90
100
100
100
100
115
115
115
115
115
115
115
115
115
115
115
115
125
130
130
135
135
140
140
150
150
150
150
150
150
150
150

Model

ELPT
T75FEL
BFT75A
BF80ALTRL
DF80ATL
ELPT EFI
F80BETL
E90DPL11
BF90DK2 LRTL
ELPT EFI
ELPTO
ELPT
T90FEL
DF90ATL
M90A EPTOL
BFT90A
MD90B EPTOL
90AETOL
BF100ALTRL
DF100TL
ELPT EFI
F100DETL
E115DPL11
E115DHX11
BF115DK1XD
ELPT EFI
ELPT
PRO-XS
DF115TL
M115A2 EPTOL
BFT115A
MD115AB EPTOL
F115LB
115CETOL
L
E130DPX11
F130A
BF135A4 LD
L
DF140ATL
M140A2 EPTOL
E150DBX11
E150DHL11
BF150K2 LD
L EFI
L EFI
L
DF150TL
BFT150A

RRP 4-stroke
Cylinders
2-stroke Capacity
Carb/Inject (cc’s) Amp/hr

$12,540
$7,200
tba
$14,249
$12,432
$12,036
$12,376
$13,260
$15,199
$13,699
$10,522
$12,358
$7,400
$13,307
$9,799
tba
$12,249
$10,179
$14,499
$15,134
$13,733
$13,928
$16,253
$16,847
$18,499
$15,495
$12,358
$15,476
$15,647
$12,314
tba
$11,994
$16,099
$10,999
$14,124
$16,966
tba
$18,799
$17,916
$16,234
$12,795
$19,674
$20,361
$21,126
$18,203
$14,616
$19,458
$19,753
tba

2di
2c
4i
41
4i
4i
4i
2di
4i
4i
2c
2di
2c
4i
2c
4i
2di
2c
41
4i
4i
4i
2di
2di
4i
4i
2di
2di
4i
2c
4i
2di
4i
2c
2di
2di
4i
4i
4i sc
4i
2c
2di
2di
4i
4i
2i
4i sc
4i
4i

1526
1141
1496
1496
1502
1732
1596
1295
1497
1732
1386
1526
1141
1502
1267
1496
1267
1140
1496
2044
1732
1596
1726
1726
2354
1732
1526
1526
2044
1768
2354
1768
1832
1730
1526
1726
1832
2354
1732
2044
1768
2589
2589
2354
2980
2507
1732
2867
2354

3
3
4
4
4
4
4
3
4
4
3
3
3
4
3
4
3
3
4
4
4
4
V4
V4
4
4
3
3
4
4
4
4
4
V4
3
V4
4
4
4
4
4
V6
V6
4
4
V6
4
4
4

Weight
(Kg) Green*
Compliant

60A
35A
35A
27A
50A
25A
81A
35A
50A
18A
60A
(tba)
27A
11A
35A
23A
10A
35A
40A
50A
25A
133A
133A
40A
50
60A
60A
40A
27.5A
40A
40A
35A
20A
60A
133A
35A
40A
70A
40A
27.5A
133A
133A
40A
60A
60A
70A
44A
40A

170
119
166
165
155
181
172
145
163
181
138
170
119
155
135
166
143
122.5
166
182
181
172
167
177
217
181
170
170
182
164
217
173
171
167
170
177
171
217
231
179
164
190
190
217
206
193
231
215
220

ABM
Emiss
Emiss.
Star HC+NOX
CO
Rating (g/kw/hr) (g/kw/hr)

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

3
0
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
1
3
0
3
1
3
3
1
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
1
3
3
3
1
3
3
3
3
2
3
1
3
3
3
3
1
2
3
3

13.3

127.5

12.4
12.3
12.4
15.4
16.2
12.3
12.3
15.4
122.9
13.3

135.7
103.1
60.3
336.0
102.0
69.8
103.1
336.0
401.5
127.5

12.4
147.7
12.4
12.4
161.4
12.3
13.9
15.4
16.2
12.8
12.8
13.8
15.4
13.3
12.6
13.9
199.6
13.0
13.0
11.8
169.4
12.6
12.8
11.8
13.8
15.4
13.9
167.3
15.2
15.2
13.8
13.8
117.2
15.4
14.1

60.3
286.0
135.7
134.7
432.5
103.0
56.0
336.0
102.0
122.8
122.8
75.6
336.0
127.5
139.7
56.0
150.0
80.2
80.2
204.9
356.4
139.7
122.8
204.9
75.6
336.0
56.0
355.3
114.2
114.2
75.6
115.2
282.4
336.0
85.9

ABM’s December 2015 Outboard Specs

Make

Footnote: Readers are reminded that all the outboard data, and the prices Australian Boat Mags has published here, are as accurate as
we can make them at the time of going to press. The database is derived from various sources in Australia and overseas, and regularly
spot-checked for accuracy. We maintain the lists on a monthly basis, but from time to time, an ammendment will come in too late to make
the cut for the following issue, so the published prices and specs can be as much as 5-6 weeks behind the ‘street’ figures. Do Not Rely
On Them To Make A Purchase Decision! Always check with your local outboard dealer to get the latest ‘deal’, ‘package’ or price before
deciding which one to buy - and don’t forget to clarify whether the ‘price’ includes the propeller, throttle, gearshift and appropriate
cables, the engine gauges, and installation charges.
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ABM’s December 2015 Outboard Specs

Make

HP

Model

Yamaha
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury Verado
Suzuki
Yamaha
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury
Mercury Opti
Mercury Opti XS
Mercury Verado
Mercury Verado
Mercury Verado
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Yamaha
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude E-TEC
Honda
Mercury Opti
Mercury Verado
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude G2
Honda
Mercury Verado
Mercury Opti
Suzuki
Suzuki
Tohatsu
Yamaha
Evinrude E-TEC
Evinrude G-2
Mercury Verado
Suzuki
Yamaha
Mercury
Yamaha

150
F150LA
150
150FETOL
175
E175DPX11
175
BF175 AK2XD
175
175ProXS
175
XL
175
DF175TL
175
F175LA
175
175DETOX
200
E200DPZ11
200
E200DHL11
200
BF200A6 XD
200
XL EFI
200
XL
200 (Pro) L
200 (Pro)L
200
XL6
200
L4
200
DF200TX
200
BFT200A
200
200FETOX
200
LFL200XA
200
F200XB
225
E225DPZ11
225
E225DHX11
225
BF225AK2 XD
225
XL PRO XS
225
XL
225
DF225TXX
225
BFT225A
225
LF225XCA
250
E250DPZ11
250
E250DHX11
250
E250X
250
BF250AXD
250
XL
250
250 XL PRO XS
250
DF250TX
250SS DF250APX
250
BFT250A
250
F250DETX
300
E300DPZ11
300
E300L
300
XL
300
DF300APX
300
F300XA
350
XL
350
FL350XCB

RRP 4-stroke
Cylinders Weight
2-stroke Capacity
(Kg) Green*
Carb/Inject (cc’s) Amp/hr
Compliant

$20,210
$14,999
$21,325
$24,199
$20,312
$23,154
$21,377
$22,599
$16,029
$23,302
$23,957
$25,299
$17,411
$19,970
$20,284
$23,128
$22,414
$22,150
$24,475
tba
$17,199
$23,216
$23,999
$25,469
$26,204
$26,999
$24,655
$29,706
$26,082
tba
$25,840
$29,332
$27,708
tba
$29,490
$31,515
$27,473
$27,349
$29,214
tba
$28,772
$31,777
tba
$35,470
$32,306
$31,578
$35,615
$39,601

4i
2c
2di
4i
2di
4i sc
4i
4i
2c
2di
2di
4i
2i
2di
2di
4i sc
4i sc
4i sc
4i
4i
2c
4i
4i
2di
2di
4i
2di
4i sc
4i
4i
4i
2di
2di
2di
4i
4i sc
2di
4i
4i
4i
4i
2di
2di
4i sc
4i
4i
4i
4i

2670
2596
2589
3471
3032
1732
2867
2785
2596
2589
3279
3471
2507
3032
3032
2598
2598
1732
3614
3471
2596
3352
2785
3279
3279
3471
3032
2598
3614
3471
4169
3279
3441
3400
3583
2598
3032
3614
4028
3471
4169
3441
3400
2598
4028
4169
2598
5330

4 35A
V4 45A
V6 133A
4 60A
V6 60A
4 70A
4 44A
4 50A
V4 45A
V6 133A
V6 133A
V6 60A
V6 60A
V6 60A
V6 60A
6 70A
6 70A
4 70A
V6 54A
V6 60A
V6 25A
V6 45A
4 50A
V6 133A
V6º 133A
V6 60A
V6 60A
V6 46A
V6 54A
V6 60A
V6 70A
V6 133A
V6 133A
V6 133A
V6 90A
V6 46A
V6 60A
V6 54A
V6 54A
V6 60A
V6 70A
V6 133A
V6 133A
V6 133A
V6 54A
V6 70A
V6 50A
V8 50A

Notes: Shaft length - representative models shown use the following convention where
possible. Up to 10hp, short shaft. 10hp to 150hp, long shaft. Over 150hp, extra long
shaft. Up to 18hp, tiller steer. 20hp and over - forward steer. Readers are advised to
make sure they check the latest prices with their local dealers, before making a purchase
decision - and please note, freight costs will vary according to the location of the dealer.

70 Australian Boat Mag December 2015 Outboard Database

216
198
190
267
229
239
215
219
198
190
238
267
196
225
225
288
294
239
263
270
198
274
227
238
238
267
229
294
263
270
253
238
234
253
278
294
229
263
274
284
253
242
253
294
274
253
365
365

ABM
Emiss
Emiss.
Star HC+NOX
CO
Rating (g/kw/hr) (g/kw/hr)

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s
s

3
1
3
3
3
2
3
3
1
3
3
3
1
3
3
2
2
2
3
3
1
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
3
3
3
3
3
2
3
2
3
3
2
3

10.8
22.3
130.0
354.8
15.2
114.2
11.9
105.2
15.1
92.8
12.1
278.8
14.1
85.9
11.0
169.9
122.5
241.8
15.2
114.2
10.6
84.9
11.9
105.2
117.2
282.4
15.1
92.8
15.1
92.8
18.6
124.2
15.1
278.2
17.7
119.8
12.9
200.4
11.9
105.2
122.5
241.8
12.7
199.9
7.4
196.6
10.6
84.9
10.6
84.9
11.9
105.2
15.1
92.8
15.1
92.8
12.9
200.4
10.4
10.6
10.6
12.2
13.2
103.6
15.1
12.9
12.9

219.8
84.9
84.9
48.7
91.7
248.3
92.8
200.4
200.4

10.4
29.5
12.2
15.1
12.9
10.4
15.1
9.2

219.8
251
48.7
278.8
200.4
219.8
278.8
216.1

*Where the s confirms the
outboard meets the proposed
Australian Emissions Standards;
see www.blueskyalliance.com.au
for more details.
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Home of the SEA Library (and hundreds of boat and engine tests!)

ABM
RETRO
BOAT TEST:
Unchanged, as
first published,
written and
photographed
by Peter
Webster in
February,

Y-2000
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Sailfish 5.0 m Cuddy
- Reef Runner Series
A 5.0 m aluminium cuddy cabin runabout based on a well proven 5.0 m sailfish
hull. It’s light, strong, easy to drive and very economical to run. In short, it’s
one of the better light trailerboats on the market today. Peter Webster spent a
very interesting morning learning how it all comes together.

T

here’s probably no greater challenge for boat
builders than to produce an alloy catamaran
that works successfully with two relatively small
outboard motors.
Just about everybody would like to have a
catamaran, so the issue is not so much whether a
catamaran is a good thing or a bad thing - simply, it’s
more about whether you can afford it and/or justify
the higher cost of a boat that has to have two engines.
Over the years, there have been many spectacular
(and usually very expensive) cats produced by the
likes of Noosacat, Kevlacat, Dominator, Cairns

Custom Craft and so on, but the common
denominator they share is their cost.
Pro rata, they are all much more expensive than a
comparable monohull of the same length.
This is one of the reasons why we pricked up our
ears when the chance came to run the Sailfish 5.0 m
Cuddy. If you’ve not heard of the brand, Sailfish is a
small family business based in Alstonville, NSW, a
township just outside of Ballina on the Richmond
River. From fairly humble beginnings, Sailfish has
built up quite a reputation in NSW, and more
recently, southern Qld.
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Sailfish 5.0 m Cuddy Cat . .
The test boat is a new version of a three year old
hull design. It has been built in quite large numbers
for a very diverse audience, but fishing is the central
theme.
Responding to requests for a boat that is pretty
much 100% fishing, this cuddy version was
developed.
There certainly isn’t any waste space - although
there’s probably room for a transverse double berth
underneath the windscreen and dash arrangement, it
would be a tight squeeze for the sleepers. That’s not
what the boat is about - this area is basically a storage
area for tackle boxes, rods, reels, etc, in the front
compartment, with items such as life jackets, the
EPIRB, wet weather gear (etc) being stowed behind
the shelf literally under the foredeck.
Overall Design
It’s a very chunky, high wooded boat, with more
than a metre in the topsides, and a definite sheer (in
the horizontal plane) along the deck line. In other
words, the bow is up noticeable higher than the stern,
although a straight line actually connects the two
points. It’s a stance I’ve always preferred, as a boat
that 'stands up' rather than 'sits down' in the water
looks better, and in my opinion, works better. The old
18' SharkCat, with its 'droopy nose' and bow-down
stance is a good example of how not to do it . . .Here,
as you can see in the photographs, the stance is
excellent.
The overall shape is boxy, a bit chunky, angular,
and obviously plate aluminium. I don’t think it’s
going to win any awards at the Concourse
D’elegance for styling and grace.
But it doesn’t have to, does it? This is a rig that’s all
about fishing, fishing - and more fishing! And boy,
isn’t it set up well to do that?
Love the cockpit - I think it needs a kill tank come
bait prep/work box in the centre, but this point aside,
just have a quiet look at the set-up around the
coamings, the transom and the targa. Sailfish has
really packed a lot of boat into a very small space!
This is only a 5.0 m cuddy, but the men from
Alstonville have done a really good job of setting up
the cockpit for most types of fishing.
Particular points of interest include the transom
arrangement, with its walk thru "stockyard" style
landing board and transom gate. The Sailfish 5.0 has
excellent "flats" for rod holders, a nicely positioned
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targa, a very good 40 litre live bait tank to starboard,
and a very practical battery and oil bottle locker (as
well as the spin-off filter) behind a hatch to starboard.
Good design this - and very practical, too. The
Sailfish 5.0 m Cuddy has 4 rod holders positioned in
good spots for trolling, a 6 rod rocket launcher, and a
terrific self draining cockpit with a "checker" plate
alloy floor hidden under good quality cockpit carpet.
This is a good set-up, isn't it ? You’ve still got the
"ballsy" checker plate floor, but it is underneath "feetfriendly" carpet. So for 95% of the time you leave the
carpet in place - but when the mackerel or tuna are
flying thick and fast around the cockpit, you roll up
the carpet and go back to the "serious" checker plate
floor to deal with the blood 'n gore. Good stuff, eh?
Engine Room
With two 50 hp Johnson 2-stroke outboards on the
back, we returned near 30 knot performance with
four people onboard and our basic test equipment.
This is a very good result, and apart from suggesting
that maybe 60 hp outboards would give you
(obviously) a bit more grunt, I certainly wouldn’t go
past 60 hp motors and install (for example) 70 hp
engines. It’s just not warranted. This boat is designed
to work offshore - there’s no way you’d buy it just to
go up and down the Murray River or Lake
Eucumbene.
No, it’s designed for serious offshore work, and
viewed in that light, you have to come back and look
at the hulls’ capability and potential.
This is where we get a tad more serious. With a
waterline length of around 4.2 m, you’ve got to keep
in mind this boat is actually much smaller than it
feels - and so there’s not a lot of point kidding
yourself about having it work at high speed offshore.
As we found out during the performance trials, it just
loves cruising between 18-19 knots, and will do this
all day, every day. Loves that speed!
Yes, you can drive it faster than that, and we did at
some length offshore; quite comfortably, too.
But to work offshore in typical summer conditions,
with a bit of a light chop on the water in the morning
and on a lower ground swell, (with the warm sun on
your face, a couple of mates, good tackle and some
coldies!) this rig will very quickly settle back to
cruise in that 18-19 knot slot, I promise you.
At this speed it’s just a thorough delight - you can
cruise everywhere in quite serious chop, up and down

Storage measurements:
(*Targa UP)

;
;
; ;

1.2
Tonnes

3.1 m high*

;;;;
;;;;
6.3 m long

2.3 m wide

Fisherman & BOATOWNER Test Evaluation

Boat/Model Sailfish 5.0 Cuddy Test Date September 99
Rating
Poor
Excellent
0

1

2
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Design / Styling
General Handling
“Downhill” Handling
Ride Softness
Dryness
Helm Comfort
Fishability
Stability At Rest
Seaworthiness
Inherent Safety
Finish & Fit-out
Value For Money
SPECIFICATIONS
Manufacturer . . . . . .Sailfish 5.0
Model . . . . Reef Runner Series
Construction . . . . . . Aluminium
Configuration . . . . . . . . . Cuddy
Centreline Length 5.0 m (16’5”)
Max Beam . . . . . . 2.30 m (7’6”)
Deadrise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .(Cat)
Berths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .n/a

Fixed Std Seats . . . . . . . . . .Two
Hull Weight (dry) . . . . 650 kg (+)
Apprx.Weight On Trailer . 1.25 t*
Maximum Power:
- Outboard . . . . . . . . . 2 x 60 hp
- Sterndrive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . n/a
Fuel Capacity . . . . . . . . 2 x 80 L
Water Capacity . . . . . . . . (opt)
Price As Tested . . . . . $39,995**

What You Get In The
Standard Boat

Feature
Bow Sprit
Berth Cushions
Cabin Shelf
Cockpit Carpet
Two Colour Hull
Two Tone Deck
Anchor Locker
(No Hatch cover)
Underfloor Fuel
Tank & Gauge
Cabin Light
Navigation Lights
Cabin Windows
Mech. Steering
Hydraulic Steering
Enclosed, off-floor
Battery locker
Unsinkable
Rating (foam)
Canopy
Hardtop
Toughened Glass
Windscreen
Swim Boards
Boarding Ladder
Foam Insulated
Ice Box
Live Bait Tank
Live Bait Tank
Plumbing
U/FloorKill Tank
O/Head Targa
or Rod Rack
Std. Rod Holders
Cockpit Side
Storage (length)
Switch Panel
Bilge Pumps
Float Switch
Deck Wash
Transducer
Pre-Rigging

N/a
4

Std Opt
4
4
4

4
4

4
4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4

4

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

4
4
4

4
4
4
4
4

The information shown here was correct at the
time of going to press insofar as SEA Media
can check; always obtain the latest prices and
specifications from the factory or dealer before
making a purchase decision.

**Obviously, this is the price in September 1999 - PW
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4-6 foot seas - no problem at all. We came in and out
through the bar quite happily at around this speed,
and the boat loved it.
Later during the test, I ran it fast offshore, cruising
around 24-25 knots. Then, the boat starts to move
around a lot because it’s only a 17 footer. It’s all very
well to talk about travelling at high speed, but I’m
here to tell you it’s bloody hard to stay upright in a
17 footer working offshore at 24-25 knots! So after
you’ve done the hero bit for about five or ten
minutes, and everybody’s sick of hanging on for grim
death, the throttles are slowly eased back, everybody
starts to relax, and the skipper will find himself
talking to his mates, and before you know it he’ll be
back to around. . . yep, 18-19 knots!
This is why I think it’s really a bit of waste of time
putting more than say 50-60 horsepower on this hull.
Sure, the boat can handle it no problem at all - but I
suspect you’ll never use it and very few crew would
enjoy the experience.
Of more importance to the writer these days, I must
confess, is the issue of fuel tankage and range. With
the little 50’s on the back using around 12 litres per
hour and an 80 L fuel tank deep in each sponson, this
rig has an excellent range of around 130 - 140
nautical miles. And gee, doesn’t that open up some
options. Allied to its seaworthiness and long range
cruising ability, this boat could certainly cover an
awful lot of territory very comfortably and take the
crew to many new and exciting fishing grounds.
Construction And Engineering
The Sailfish 5.0 Cuddy has a 4 mm plate hull with
3 mm topsides and cabin. It has built-in foam
buoyancy (polystyrene in plastic) packed in each hole
to make the boat completely unsinkable as well as
having the sealed cockpit sole (floor) and a proper
self draining cockpit.
As standard, it’s painted in at least two colours over
a white hull with a grey cabin and cockpit, but
Sailfish are pretty flexible on this point, and if you
want a purple one with yellow spots I’m sure they’d
be happy to do it. (Well, maybe not purple . . . )
Seriously, because it’s aluminium there is a degree
of flexibility in some of the fit-out areas although fair
dinkum, I thought the fit-out was just about spot-on
and there is very little in there you would need to
change.
I think it’s more that you might want to add things
ie. I’d be keen to see a central bait prep/kill tank
positioned in the cockpit like we had in one of our
cats sometime ago - a strategy that was hugely
successful in a cat of a very similar size.
Likewise, one of the few criticisms we had of the
boat concerned the windscreen set-up.
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It’s a typical aluminium framed, smoked perspex
swindscreen (nothing much wrong with that, either)
but it badly needed a strong reinforcing bar around
the top of the screen not only to brace and strengthen
the windscreen itself, but to give the crew additional
hang-on space when they’re travelling at sea.
This is the sort of thing I mean by custom additions
- taking the basic boat which is pretty well spot-on
and just fine tuning those little bits and pieces that
you like that makes the boat such a special, personal
statement.
Performance And Ride
By comparison to other cats of this size, the
Sailfish 5.0 m Cuddy is right up there with the best
of them.
I don’t think it’s as soft as some, but this is partly
due to the fact that the Johnson’s were set-up about
one pin too high and we couldn’t lift the nose as
much as I would have liked without the props
aerating and losing traction.
This meant that we were running slightly bow
down a lot of the time - only a smidgin, mind you but it was enough to just make the forefoot hold-in
when in fact I would have preferred to have it lift up
a tad, so the water was paring away from just behind
the helmsman’s standing position.
As it was, this was happening slightly ahead of the
helm so when we were working in the choppy waters
coming up Runaway Bay, the ride was a bit harder
than other cats (using our own Cairns Custom Craft
5700, for example, as a benchmark) or the very
popular 5.2 m Dominator GRP cat. This is something
of a benchmark for performance in this class of cat.
However, by comparison to mono hulls of this
length, there is no comparison. Period.
This cat is so far ahead of most monos, fibreglass
or aluminium of this length, it’s silly to make the
comparison. The ride is dynamically stable, soft and
comfortable, and if you keep your hand off the
throttle and run it sensibly in offshore conditions,
guys with a bad back will just love it. You can take
this boat to sea and bring it home again without
getting a single "thump" in the day’s outing.
So when I make the observation it’s a bit harder
riding than some of the cats in this class, let me make
it clear that still puts it a quantum jump ahead of the
mono hulls of this length and category.
Offshore or inshore, the stability from the fishing
platform when it’s at rest or on the pick is fantastic three or four blokes can just wander over to the one
side at any given time, and it hardly makes any
difference - and as far as the fishing or fighting
cockpit is concerned, it simply doesn’t get any better
in this length of boat.
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Offshore, working at the sweet speed around 18-19
knots it’s very relaxed and very easy to drive. As the
speed increases, the skipper has to work harder, and
you'd need to learn how to 'walk' the boat through the
hills and valleys to get the most out of it.
But this is no different to any other cat ever built, I
should add, but it’s just more obvious in the shorter
cats. In seriously rough conditions, you’d come back
to the 4000-4200 rev range, settle back, enjoy the
ride and go home - it’s that simple, and that safe.
Inshore, it’s not nearly as happy or as impressive
because not only do all the cat characteristics come to
light, they do so in a fairly short hull. It leans over
the wrong way into turns, needs to be backed off
pretty severely for sharp turns, and would be truly
useless for waterskiing - but for heaven's sake, who’s
going to use this for waterskiing?
Sure, it would tow the kids round on a tube on a
Sunday morning on a bad day when you’ve snuck up
the river, but I can’t believe anybody would actually
buy one of these boats for that sort of “soft” usage.
There are much better products on the market to
consider for that purpose.
Application
The Sailfish 5.0 Cuddy is designed to take two to
four fishermen offshore a long way with a very, very
high degree of safety and comfort, and bring them
back in safety and comfort, too - even if the weather
has turned quite nasty. That’s what this boat is all
about. That’s why you buy a boat with two engines,
two hulls and pay heaps more money than you would
for a 5.0 m GRP or aluminium mono hull.
Viewed in this light, it is in fact one of the best
value boats in the offshore class, because there are
very few boats with this level of safety, comfort,
performance and fishing application that you can buy
for less than $40,000.
Sure, there’s hundreds of boats you can buy for less
than $40,000 - but you’ve got to sit down and ask
yourself the question, how many of them have
1. Twin engines
2. A self draining checker plate cockpit sole
3. A 3.9 sq m fishing cockpit
4. The fabulous stability of this fishing platform
5. The outstanding seaworthiness
6. The ability to cope with offshore storms and bad
barred entrances like this cat?
I think you’ll find when you sit down and do the
homework, there are very few boats in this league
that you can buy for much better than $40,000.
Trailing
This is more good news. With a beautifully
engineered single axle aluminium trailer with
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hydraulic override disc brakes, would you believe the
Sailfish 5.0 Cuddy as shown on these pages weighs
just 1.2 tonnes? This means it is easily towed by
virtually any family sedan from the big Fours up, let
alone the medium size 4WD’s. And the big 4WD’s
(like Troopies, Land Cruisers, Pajeros, etc) would
scarcely know it was behind them. This is really a
dramatic example of the huge weight saving that can
be had in true aluminium boat and trailer
construction.
Full marks to Sailfish - they also made the trailer.
Conclusion
I liked it very much. It’s a tough, chunky, hot little
sportfisherman that in the right hands, is capable of
fishing damn near anywhere, and coming home
safely, and comfortably with the team working away
in the back on the transom, filleting and cleaning the
catch. As a entry level sportfisherman it’s very hard
to see how it could be made better - and I guess the
biggest criticism of it really concerns the chunky,
somewhat boxy styling. But this is part of the breed.
If you want this level of freeboard, a cockpit this
big, a self draining deck 150 mm off the water, and
have it all in less than 5 metres overall length, then
let’s face it, it can only end up being a fairly short,
stumpy, boxy shape.
Personally, it doesn’t bother me one bit - and I
think about the only way this boat could really be
improved would be to make it 6.0 m LOA, or
perhaps a 7.0 m model. . . Point being, in a length of
5.0 m, it doesn’t get much better for the entry level
bluewater fisherman.
Test Boat originally supplied by Gavan Daly at
Webbe Marine Sutherland, Sydney, phone (02) 9524
8534
05.12. 5 We phoned Webbe Marine several times for
an update on this craft, which we suspect is probably
still available from Sailfish, but no-one was available
to talk to us, and our calls weren’t returned. As a
result, we can only conclude they are so busy
fullfilling their Sailfish orders, or terrified that we
might be calling them about advertising (kid you
not!), so the Hindsight comment we usually make on
these Retro Tests isn’t warranted. However, ABM
subscribers who would like some of the back story
info on this Sailfish, know they call always call me privately, anytime - for a yarn about their ideas and
boating concerns.
- PW
ABM

Master Class Innovation
Mako Craft 432 Commander

There is no shortage
of ally boat builders
and fabricators in
Australia, but very
few have anything
like Alf Stessl’s 40
years’ experience in
this exacting field.

Tough, stable
commercial-fishing
& crabbing quality
open boats where
special personal
needs (Trak-Rails,
electric o/b pads,
bait tank, consoles,
etc) are met with a
smile, not a groan.

Mako Craft 440 Estuary Tracker Tournament

Even fewer have made the
impact on our standards of
ally building, welding and
boat design that he has and he’s still leading the
industry with innovative,
practical designs that reflect
his innate knowledge of
what Australian fishermen
want in their new craft.

ESTUARY
TRACKER
TOURNAMENT
381 391 421
441 491
Much loved by both
keen tournament fishos
AND family men, the
ETT series is more
popular each year.

Mako 445 Frenzy Side or Centre
Console (with some optional equipment)

Special Mako Craft roof-topper,
complete with a unique lift-out outboard bracket

Based in Geelong, Alf
Stessl and his team of
highly skilled fabricators
are building an exceptional
range of high-tech
monohulls, in a huge
variety of styles and
configurations. No ally
trailerboat job is too small
(they have a terrific range
of roof-toppers for 4WD,
RV and caravan owners)
or too complex for this
exceptional team.

Commander
Series

Mako Craft 560 Canyon Runner

FRENZY
445 485 520
Everybody’s favourite
side (or centre)
console, the Trak-Rail
fitted Frenzy series is a
first class all-rounder
for the fisho running
from the river to the
sea. Class-leading
stability, deep sea
transom.

Canyon
Runner 560
With models ranging
from 5.20m - 7.6m,
the Mako Canyon
Runners can be
built to the
customer’s exact
requirements, with
virtual custom
building a speciality.

mako craft
52-54 Nobility Street, MOOLAP, Vic 3224
Phone 03 5248 0622 Fax 03 5248 0044 E-mail stesslboats@bigpond.com
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Peter Webster

Exciting Towing
Vision Released in
New ‘Cruiser.
23 October 2015

Toyota Launches ‘ALL-SEEING’
Landcruiser
Toyota has released the ultimate “allseeing” LandCruiser 200 Series - a
top-of-the-line Sahara with innovative camera
applications that make it easier than ever to
perform manoeuvres from off-road driving to
parking.
Drivers can now obtain a panoramic view
around the Sahara using four cameras - front,
rear and in the side mirrors - to provide added
confidence with the placement of wheels, both
when moving forward and reversing.
The front camera now rotates so that the
horizon is always displayed as level on the
enlarged in-car display to provide drivers with an
intuitive understanding of the tilt angle of the
vehicle.
An under-floor view, displaying images taken
approximately 3m ahead of the vehicle, allows
drivers to see an image that indicates where the
front wheels are placed.
These clever features, particularly useful in
tricky off-road situations, have been adopted as
part of wide-ranging advances to the legendary
LandCruiser 200 Series range that cover
everything from styling to performance and
safety.
As the premier model, Sahara adopts
advanced safety features that include a pre80 Australian Boat Mag

collision system, dynamic radar cruise control,
lane-departure alert, and blind-spot monitor with
rear cross-traffic alert.
These are in addition to standard safety
features across the range that include seven
airbags, vehicle stability and active traction
control, multi-terrain anti-skid brakes, hill-start
assist control, trailer sway control, an emergency
brake signal and tilt/telescopic adjustments for
the steering column.
Updates for LandCruiser’s V8 engines - the
4.5-litre twin-turbo diesel and 4.6-litre petrol bring improved fuel economy and Euro 5
emissions.
Diesel power has increased by 5kW to 200kW
due to new injectors and revised mapping while
torque remains at 650Nm. Combined cycle fuel
consumption also benefits, and is now just 9.5
litres/100km*, an improvement of 7.7 per cent.
Along with the addition of a particulate filter, CO2
emissions have improved to 250 grams/litre*.
Economy and emissions for the 227kW, 439Nm
petrol engine have improved to 13.4
litres/100km* and 309 grams/km*, gaining from
the adoption of secondary air induction through
the exhaust ports for faster catalyst warm-up
from a cold start.
All models receive more modern and
aggressive styling with a new grille, headlamps,
bumper, bonnet and fenders at the front, and a
restyled rear that includes LED tail lamps.
Upgraded interiors for grades above GX include
soft padding around the centre console in areas
that come in direct contact with occupants’ legs.
Two new colours, Copper Brown and Onyx
Blue, are available on all grades except GX,
bringing the total palette to 10 colours.
The LandCruiser 200 Series line-up remains
diesel-only GX, followed by petrol or diesel GXL,
VX and Sahara, all driven through an
electronically controlled six-speed automatic
transmission.
GX is trimmed with grey fabric and GXL with
grey or beige fabric while VX and Sahara offer
the choice of black or beige for their leatheraccented interiors. GX is a five-seater, diesel VX
and Sahara have seven seats and all other
grades offer eight seats.
Newly designed headlamps are halogen on
GX, projector on GXL with LED low and halogen
high beams with static auto-levelling; and dusksensing Bi-LED for VX and Sahara with dynamic
auto-levelling. The two higher grades also feature
LED front fog lamps.
As the entry model to the range, GX also gains
a 12-volt accessory socket in addition to its 17-

This is superb multi-function vehicle with an awesome rep in the field. Huge power for towing and
sublime comfort inside - and what about the ‘media room’ in the back ? Where was that when we
hauled our Sharkcat and the mini tribe of 4 kids and a dog to Exmouth in the early 80s ? Sheeesh!
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inch steel wheels and snorkel. Its use as a
workhorse is reflected in features that include
vertically hinged rear door and vinyl floor
covering.
New GXL features include roof rails, LED lowbeam headlamps with auto-levelling (static), LED
clearance lamps, leather-accented steering wheel
and gear-shift knob, a revised analogue
instrument cluster and variable intermittent wipers
(front and rear).
Other GXL features include 17-inch alloy
wheels, dual-zone front climate-control airconditioning, a rear cooler, rear spoiler, aluminium
side steps, a second 12-volt connector and a
220-volt rear connector, horizontal-split tailgate,
smart entry and start, reversing camera, satellite
navigation#, privacy glass and body-coloured
mirrors.
VX steps up with new features that include
dusk-sensing bi-LED headlamps that incorporate
dynamic auto-levelling. It gains side airbags for
the outboard second-row seats as well as LED
front fog lamps and daytime running lamps,
newly designed Optitron instruments with a 4.2inch colour multi-information display and a
nine-inch touchscreen display (one inch bigger).
Other standard VX features include leatheraccented seats, 18-inch alloy wheels,
rain-sensing wipers and the Kinetic Dynamic
Suspension System - originally developed in
Australia.

Other comfort and convenience items include
front and rear parking sensors, power-retractable
exterior mirrors, moon roof, black side steps and
woodgrain-look interior highlights.
At the top of the range, Sahara - in addition to
the new safety equipment and other features
shared with the VX - gains a wireless
smartphone charger and revised rear-seat
entertainment with screens mounted on the back
of the two front seats.
It is also uniquely equipped with a power
tailgate, heated electric side mirrors, multi-terrain
monitor, a cool box, heated front and second-row
seats, ventilated front seats and active headrests.
Its electrically adjustable steering column has
three memory positions that also incorporate seat
and mirror positions.
Upgraded LandCruiser 200 Series is priced
from $76,500^ for the GX turbo-diesel. Price
changes are below 2.6 per cent for petrol models
and between 3.9 and 4.3 per cent for diesel.
R/R PRICES
GradePetrolDieselGX$76,500GXL$82,000$87,000VX$92,500$97,500
Sahara$113,500$118,500
Options:
Premium paint: $550
KDSS (GXL diesel): $3,250
Snorkel (GXL, VX and Sahara diesel): $500
ABM

The LC200 GX sits in the middle of the costs vs luxury stakes.
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This is the biggest, most comprehensive and fearless
edition of Trailers, Towing & Rooftopping weʼve ever
produced. Itʼs taken 40 years, about as many trailer
boats, and a zillion miles to research, photograph and
ʻexperienceʼ this decidedly ʻgreyʼ subject - which
underpins our boating, fishing and family world.
FULL DETAILS: How To Stop Boat ‘Twist’ on Multi-Roller Trailers

TRAILERS,TOWING
TOWING
& Rooftopping
Rooftoppin

(Putting The FUN
back into
trailerboating ! )

BOOK 4
2014-15
$19.95

ALUMINIUM TRAILERS: Are They Better Than Steel?
G Safe Trailerboating - With The Family In Tow!
G The Secrets Of A Successful

Beach-launching Set-up
G TIPS For Hassle-Free
Trailer Boating

G

Good News:

The BIG Fords
Are Back!
G The LATEST Towing Rules & REGULATIONS G Rebuilding
An Old Trailer To Pass Rego G Why The Rhino Roof
Topper Loaders Work So Well G Braking Systems That Work
An Australian Boat Mags Publication

TECH SPECS:

Trailers, Towing
& Rooftopping
Is an ‘offline’ PDF-based
publication that is
downloaded from our
web site
www.australian
boatmags.com.au
onto your computer’s
(iPad, tablet, etc)
desktop, after which it
can be accessed 24/7
without any internet
connection. A 75mb
download using our
hugely popular SEA
Library PDF
protocols, it has terrific,
easy to read typography,
magazine layout and
hundreds of graphic
photographs. Wonderful
just to browse.
We recommend you file it
in a convenient folder
where you can access it
as required, either to
read as reference,
inspiration or enjoyment,
or to print out as you
need.
Published in our usual
‘printable’ American
quarto
275mm H x 205mm W,
with 140 pages grouped
in 14 principal Chapters.
$19.95 rr, available to
download now, credit
card purchasing as per
normal subscription
and shop activity.

To study the full contents properly, check the comprehensive “Previews” of this awesome new edition on the
ABM web site. To order your own OFFLINE PDF Edition, go to the web site, which you can do by just clicking
on this ʻliveʼ link bar, or if that doesnʼt work, just ʻcut & pasteʼ this address into your browser.

www.australianboatmags.com.au

A BM’s

Ebb &
Flow

With

Neil
Dunstan
Bits and pieces:

Ethanol In Fuel,
Taking PW Fishing (!)
& Plotting A Trip
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I

watched with interest the recent machinations
in the Queensland Parliament regarding the
mandating of ethanol in petrol in Queensland.
It seems that with a hung parliament, the minority
parties having the balance of power are starting to
apply their muscle, resulting in the sugar industry
being looked after so that the production of ethanol
will be guaranteed and petrol supplies will be forced
to include three per cent ethanol in all unleaded 91
RON petrol.
As has been stated in a series of articles by our own
Garry Fooks, this means that we cannot use this fuel
in our outboards without suffering catastrophic
damage to the engine and the fuel system. I believe
that when this was brought up with the relevant
authorities, we were told that we could still use
premium unleaded RON 98 which would be
available without ethanol added - but this is going to
cost us about twenty per cent more for a tank of fuel.
When Neil talks about the ‘big boat’ coming along
for the trio, he’s refering to Alvan Paynter’s hard
working 7.3m Sea Prowler charter boat
“Obsession” which trades as “Cast And Catch”
charters out of Mackay or Sarina. Powered by
2x150 Merc 4-strokes, it is a tried and proven sea
boat which Neil often skippers for Alvan when the
regular skipper can’t make it.

I can imagine how many boat owners (especially
blokes with older, carby two strokes, which still
make up the vast majority of outboards) who will not
be aware of the changes to the their fuel regime and
the implications of those changes in different
engines. Most will only discover the consequences
when their engines fail, miles out to sea.
I reckon it stinks, and we should have a choice to
purchase unleaded RON 91 at (say) a cent or so
above the price for ethanol mandated fuel which
would still encourage motorists to go for the three per
cent ethanol fuel without ripping off the many
thousands of boaties who must use fuel without
ethanol.
Another Exploration Trip.
As I wrote recently, I have been debating whether I
had another trip in me to explore new country, given
I’m not getting any younger and I’ve got my share of
body parts that aren’t working as well as they used
to.
I was discussing this with the editor and explaining
that I had been looking at an area north of the Abbott
Point coal terminal, where I had not been, and on
Google Earth it looked pretty interesting. I have
cruised extensively in the Bowen area and did a
couple of articles about it some time ago, plus I have
travelled to most of the estuaries and offshore areas
from south of Townsville up to Cairns, but there are a
couple of sections in between where I have missed a
bit.
I was thinking of doing a trip from Cardwell to
Cooktown to cover a lot of this area, but that still
leaves a pretty good looking area north of Bowen,
and I know a few people who have been to some of
these places and they seem pretty impressed with the
possibilities.
A lot of the estuaries along the coast are well
visited and get a bit of a hammering from shore
based fishers, and whilst they are still very
productive by southern standards, we like to try to
find places that are rarely visited.
I find that if I study the estuaries along the coast on
Google Earth, I can zoom down close enough to see
if there are loads of fishing shacks or not, which
gives me a good idea of how much they are utilised.
Another thing I look for are bush tracks leading into
these places which indicate whether they are visited
by hordes of four wheel drivers - such as some of the
places around where I live in Sarina (30 kays from
Mackay) which have taken a pretty severe beating
from a lot of these people.
I have therefore earmarked some interesting
looking spots which seem to be pretty well pristine

and have areas that could be very productive as they
can only be reached by a fairly decent boat trip.
When these discussions were taking place with the
editor, I suggested that he should come with me and
to my surprise, he indicated an interest in doing just
that, so I am now starting to get myself organised for
a trip to the places I have selected, with Peter coming
along for the trip.
It is also possible that my mate who owns Cast and
Catch Charters, might come along in his larger boat
with a mate, as there will be a reasonable distance of
ocean travel to get to the area we want to explore.
The plan currently is to drive to the nearest decent
boat ramp and travel to where we want to go by sea.
This requires some study to figure out the better and
safer places where we can anchor up over night with
a good idea of the prevailing winds and tides so as to
access some of the interesting looking estuaries and a
lot of unexplored offshore country which looks quite
interesting.
Also there are a number of offshore coral reefs out
on the inside of the G.B.R. which are well within day
trip distances. At this stage we are thinking that we
will aim for a time when the cyclone season is
mostly over but the maddening south easterly trade
winds have not yet picked up for the winter period
which means that we should be trying for about the
middle of March next year.
I will keep you posted on how things are going
while making sure that the editor does not find an
excuse to wimp out.
Maybe some words on how we prepare for a trip of
this type may make interesting reading for our
friends who read the magazine.
Thinking About Charts.
As part of the discussions with Peter re the
forthcoming trip I asked if he had charts for the area I
am considering as this is one area that I don’t have
covered and after perusing his vast collection of
Admiralty Charts, the one that covered this area was
updated back in 1974, so he decided to buy a current
chart for this area locally on the Gold Coast. When
he enquired he was told that the area had been
recently re-surveyed by the navy and the latest charts
were going to be available in the next few days, so he
ordered two charts to suit.
He rang me with the news, and asked if I wanted
my copy laminated. I replied “Definitely not, as I
always use charts to plot the courses and layover
points (etc) and then mark them on the charts with a
soft lead pencil so that I can erase the notations after
the trip.”
Also, as I use a Garmin 72h hand held GPS, I log
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Ebb & Flow . . . .
all the way points on my chart as the number
allocated by the GPS, so that I don’t have to mess
around entering loads of text to describe the way
point. They are marked on the paper chart and are
obvious where they are. I find that to stick all this
information on a little 5 or 7 inch screen of the other
GPS I use becomes a bit of a nightmare, as I have to
keep zooming in all the time to sort out what I am
looking at, whereas if I refer to the chart, it is many,

many times bigger than a GPS screen and is much
easier to determine a course of action.
I also note that a lot of people only use a GPS for
navigation and I sometimes wonder what they would
do if the system failed as a lot of the people I know
wouldn’t have a clue how to navigate without
electronic help doing it all for them.
Neil Dunstan
Sarina Beach.
ABM

We all know the modern GPS unit is a wonderous
device that has revolutionised ‘small boat’
navigation - but for many of the older hands,
having a paper chart spread
out on a table, to locate the GPS marks,
creates a better overview of the
fishing grounds and allows
the user to plot their own
chart of the seabed by
connecting all the relevant
depth marks . . and much
more. Obviously, the
answer is that we need
both - but fishos
should never forget
the paper chart is still
a mighty useful (and
mandatory) fishing
tool.

MARCEL MAUJEAN t/a

MARCEL BOAT DESIGN
 ACCREDITED

MARINE SURVEYOR, with
35 years Experience In The Boating Industry

Specialist In boat
designs from 4.0m - 35.0m
 Commercial and
private surveys, and
condition reports
 Boat valuations.



127 Russell St Cairns, Qld 4870
PO Box 53, Edge Hill QLD 4870
ABN 662 75017823

Phone 0438 352966
Email: marcel@mbd1.com.au
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FOR SALE: Calibre 6.4 / 180hp Yanmar diesel SD

RUNAWAY 6.4m LOA Plate Aluminium Hardtop semi wheelhouse
custom designed by Oceantech, built by Calibre Marine, powered by
Yanmar 4BY 180Z turbo diesel with Bravo III duo-prop leg (200
hours)  200 Litre commercial standard under floor fuel tank  Seat
modules incorporate Origo 1500 single burner spirit stove, 50L Waeco
refrigerator, SS sink, hand pump, water storage.  Forward bunks with
chemical toilet under  Muir HR 600 powered anchor winch 
Furuno GP 7000F series colour Sounder, GPS  Volvo QL 300
electronic Trim system  VHF Icom Marine Radio, Clarion marine

CMD5 Radio/CD player  Dual batteries with isolation switches 
In built CTEK M200 Battery Charger  Performance Cruise Speed 25
knots at 3300rpm with fuel burn of 20 lph. Top speed 34knots at
4,000rpm  Full storage covers  Custom built heavy duty section
aluminium drive on/off low maintenance trailer with Duratorque IRS
axles and electronic hydraulic brake control
system  Boat REG: YF105S HIN: AUCAL13304F808 
Trailer REG: YIF 420  An excellent cruising and off shore fishing
boat.  Exceptional diesel sportscruiser value.

Located in Adelaide, SA.  Please contact John Batty or Di Ross on (08) 8381 1317
or email at johdia@adam.com.au

MOB 0429 695 748
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Tuesday 15th December, 2015

Emissions Standards For Small
Engines Gets The Green Light –
Locked In For 2016

T

oday’s announcement from the Meeting of
State and Federal Environment Ministers
gave the green light for non-road spark ignition
(petrol) engine emissions standards.
This will bring Australia in line with the USA who
lead the world in emissions standards for small petrol
equipment including lawn mowers, outboards, chain
saws and generators.
The Ministers had made an “in principle”
agreement at their last meeting, which started the ball
rolling with a Working Group formed of industry,
government and community representatives formed
to advise how best to implement standards for
Australia. That report is due before the end of
December.
The timetable after December is up to the Minister
and Parliament. But according to Gary Fooks, Chair
of the Blue Sky Alliance and member of the Working
Group “If we stick to the ambitious program set by
Minister Hunt, that would see the Legislation
introduced in the first half of 2016. The next tangible
output the public will see should be an Exposure
Draft of the Legislation. That should be here in early
2016.
The Working Group agreed that the introduction of
standards should progress through the next steps as
soon as possible. Their advice has included
exemptions, phase-ins for certain engine categories
and how to most efficiently monitor compliance
across the industry.
Asked if that meant no more 2-stroke lawn mowers
or outboards after July, Gary was quick to point out
“Let’s be quite clear. These laws are not an attack on
any one technology. We will still have quality hand
held products like STIHL and Husqvarna chainsaws,
and of course Direct Injection two stroke outboards
like E-TEC, but yes, 4-strokes will be the more
common engine type in future. Especially for lawn
mowers and generators.”
Fooks continued “Any phase-in is likely to be
limited. Existing dealer stock gets exempted as the
laws should only apply to new imports. And of
course, no law will ban what the public already has
in the garage”.
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David Heyes, Chairman of AMEC added “Any
phase-in or broad exemption that Minister Hunt
decided to allow won’t be extensive. Exemptions
are generally only where there is no possible
alternative and a phase-in would be in terms of
months, which means industry needs to finalise their
preparations.”
Some boat builders will need to upgrade hulls,
perhaps widen the transom, to allow for heavier,
clean engines. The outboard weight chart that was
updated in AS1799 Australian Boat building standard
in 2009 will help here.
BMT Dealers need to do their homework too. They
will be largely responsible for the Fuel System
Evaporative Standard.
That will mean low permeation hoses and fuel
tanks, a carbon canister on the vent line and a fuel
tank ullage or overflow tank.
Trade queries should be directed to the State BIA
or AMEC. www.marinecouncil.org.au
Extract Of Minister’s Statement:
[if !supportLists]·
[endif]Ministers agreed
to introduce emission standards for new nonroad spark ignition engines (such as garden
equipment and marine outboard motors). Nonroad spark ignition engines are a significant
contributor to air pollution. The introduction of
new standards will bring Australia into line with
existing international standards, particularly those
in North America. Ministers also noted that a
working group of experts is on track to provide
interim advice this year on implementing the
standards, with the aim of introducing legislation
into Federal Parliament in mid-2016.

Poison Canister Warning
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority is
warning members of the public of the potential
dangers posed by toxic canisters that have been
reported washing up on Australian beaches.
Since February 2012, emergency services have
received reports from the public of small unlabelled
canisters washing up along the coast in the Torres
Strait, Queensland, New South Wales, South
Australia and Tasmania. In the last few months
reports have been received of canisters washing up in
the Western Cape York region and in Yeppoon in
Central Queensland.
The canisters contain a rat poison known as
‘aluminium phosphide’, a white to grey solid which

is hazardous to humans.
When the canister is opened, the powder reacts
with moisture in the air to release phosphine gas,
which is also highly toxic to humans.
The gas has a strong odour that can smell like
garlic, rotting fish or urine, but it can quickly dull the
sense of smell.
Exposure can cause symptoms such as headaches,
nausea, vomiting, difficulty breathing, dizziness,
tightness of the chest, diarrhoea, fluid in the lungs,
liver/kidney damage, and in severe cases death.
The gas is also flammable and can spontaneously
ignite causing burns or small explosions.
Most aluminium phosphide is imported into
Australia from China and Africa, and the unused
nature of the canisters suggests they have come from
an unreported shipping cargo loss sometime before
February 2012.
Queensland and New South Wales Fire and
Emergency services have dealt with over 40 canisters
washed up since 2012.
AMSA will continue to monitor the situation and
provide technical advice to local hazmat and
emergency response services.
The canisters are silver in colour and approximately

22 centimetres tall. They have a tapered top with a
screw in lid.
Although most canisters are airtight, there have
been examples where the seals were broken,
presenting a serious danger.
Canisters should not be moved or opened, and
any sightings should be reported to emergency
services on 000.

‘Action Stations’ Launches
Rebirth Of Sydney’s Darling
Harbour
Kevin Sumption, Director & CEO of the
Australian National Maritime Museum (ANMM),
continues to propel the museum into the future,
overseeing the release of its first-ever movie
trailer, giving a tantalising glimpse of its new, $12million dollar experience which will see its
ex-navy submarine and destroyer brought to life
like never before.
An internationally recognised expert in digital
cultural content, Sumption was appointed in February
2012 to create a museum that encourages visitors to
explore discover and experience maritime science
and history. Since then, visitation increased from
334,374 to a record 616,000 at end of financial year
2014. This was partly due to the great success of the
International Fleet Review in 2013 which celebrated
the centenary of the first entry of the Royal
Australian Navy’s fleet into Sydney Harbour.
In the last two years the museum has also
experienced a 24% increase in membership revenue.
“The Australian National Maritime Museum is not
a conventional maritime museum. It is a more
exciting place to learn about Australia as an island
nation as we have recast the story of the sea to create
a balance between science and ships. With 95% of
our population living near the sea, we have lost the
connection that fundamentally we are still a nation of
the sea”, says Sumption.
Action Stations is the biggest public initiative the
Museum has undertaken since it was opened in 1991.
It will feature a dramatic immersive cinematic
experience, a new discovery and exploration space
and audio-visual encounters that recall sailors’
memories on board the vessels. Action Stations will
give visitors new insight into the inner workings of
navy life at sea.
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Audiences can view a sneak peek of the cinematic
experience that will be available via a dedicated
Action Stations website. Here users can also learn
more about Action Stations, book tickets in advance
and even share their stories if they served on one of
their navy vessels, HMAS Vampire, HMAS Onslow
or HMAS Advance.
The Museum appointed award-winning creative
agency Spinifex Group to develop a thrilling eightminute film which will transport visitors back to
1973 into the world of destroyer HMAS Vampire and
submarine HMAS Onslow.
Projected within a custom-built walk-though
theatre space comprising a 14-metre long floor-toceiling screen, the cinematic experience will show
the ships alive and at sea, performing the dramatic
tasks they were built for.

Honda Intelligent Shift and Throttle
Honda is excited to announce the launch of the
Honda iST (Intelligent Shift and Throttle). iST is a
drive by wire electronic shift and throttle system;
designed to provide flawless communication
between the operator, the outboard engine and
boat. Honda iST ensures smooth and easy gear
shifting, precise throttle control and a Trolling
Control as a feature.
In addition, engine synchronisation is possible on
multiple engine installations.
Honda iST is initially available on Honda’s BF250
engine, compatible with installations of up to four
engines and capable of being operated from either
one or two helm control stations.
The stylish, modern binnacle control heads feature
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Power Trim and Tilt functions and a Warm Up mode
that locks the gearshift in the neutral position whilst
still allowing limited throttle operation. A Trolling
Control feature provides incremental slow speed
control which can be programmed to suit individual
requirements, especially useful for fishing
enthusiasts. A Docking mode restricts throttle lever
response to ensure controlled boat manoeuvring
when docking or in restricted areas such as marinas.
The control head allows throttle lever friction level
adjustment to individual preferences and easy
selection of active helm station on dual station
boats.A user configuration mode allows changes to
the trolling speed increments, with easy to operate
large buttons to increase or decrease speed. Honda
iST trolling speed function operates throughout the
RPM range, acting like a cruise control function at
higher speeds.

The multi engine control unit offers all of the above
features, plus engine RPM and power trim /tilt
synchronization. Once the engines have been
synchronised, they will operate at the same speed and
trim position, using just port hand lever and controls.
A Home to Port backup system is incorporated
which permits limited Honda iST operation in the
unlikely event of system malfunction.
Honda iST features a Start In Gear Protection
mechanism which allows the engine to start even if
in gear. The engine will remain in a ‘neutral position’
until the gear lever is brought back to the neutral
point, therefore resetting the Honda iST ECU
(Electronic Control Unit). This allows the customer
to once again select forward or reverse gear.
ABM
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Downloading ‘Australian Boat Mag’ PDF Edition
After you’ve downloaded the PDF edition of Australian Boat Mag onto your computer,
tablet or smartphone (or any device) you can then read it anytime or anywhere without the
internet. Furthermore, you can keep it on a virtual ‘bookshelf’, or build up your own ABM
library in a convenient folder on your desktop, easily print out pages, reports (or the whole
magazine in minutes) and/or transfer the issue to your iPad or smart phone with your
Subscription number. And it is now so much easier to do . . .

It’s As Simple As
Step 1,2,3 . . .
Step 1
Turn on the computer or tablet, and tap
in

www.australianboatmags.com.au
into the browser’s address panel at the
top, and our home page (just like this)
will appear on screen almost instantly . .

Step 2
With your Subscription Number in hand,
(or Tax Invoice Number if you’ve
purchased a single copy) carefully tap in
your personal Subscription NUMBER not your name. Check them carefully
(there are 16 in total) and press the
LOG IN button next to the numbers, and

Step 3
. . . the “G’day!” or Welcome page
appears with seven coloured bars next to
the current Australian Boat Mag’s
cover, to take you straight to wherever
you want to go, instantly.

Step 4
Having clicked on the navy blue bar for
“The Latest Edition of Australian Boat
Mag” here’s where we see the
magazine. As you CLICK on the Latest
Edition Bar, 30-40 seconds later, the
magazine pops up on screen, ready to
enjoy. But remember, whilst it is on your
screen - it is NOT yet saved into your
computer, and we need to do that, now.

Step 5
By the way, the first stage that loads is
often far too big . . but before you adjust
the actual IMAGE, make sure its window
is a good size to view - not like this one,
which is hopeless. The window is too
small for this size image,
so we need to make a couple of
adjustments . . .

Step 6
So firstly, adjust the size of the magazine
WINDOW for good reading on screen
with the bottom right corner tab . . . .

On some computers, this symbol can be used right
off to ‘SAVE’ the PDF (the magazine) to a Download
Folder - but most PCs are best done as a regular
SAVE AS

Step 7
Next, we need to get the magazine
down to a convenient size in that
window, right? To do that, gently moving your mouse arrow (or ‘hand’) across
the bottom of the image window will raise a control bar like this - or possibly
one that’s wider with even more controls. As you can see, the two ‘magnifying
glass’ symbols INCREASE or DECREASE the image . . . Many computer
systems have these controls on the top ‘TOOLS’ bar - so if this control panel
doesn’t appear at the bottom - don’t worry - you’ll find all the PDF controls on
the top as well. They will look like this grey bar:

Step 8
Now all we have to do is SAVE this magazine PDF file
where you can easily access it in the future.
There are several ways to do this - but we find the easiest
method is to do a normal “Save As” in your internet software
program such as Explorer (in PC’s) or Safari (Apple/Mac
devices) - and whilst there are countless programs that
people use, every single browser program has a “Save As”
facility.
Most people have an Australian Boat Mags folder on the
desktop; many readers with Windows PC’s put them in a
folder in “My Documents”.
It doesn’t really matter where the magazines are kept, as
long as they are safely saved for the future, and where you
can acess them in seconds, 24/7.

Learn to use the PDF system - it is so easy and quick.
n In Acrobat (the program for reading PDF files like ABM) go to
VIEW in the very top tool bar. The drop down Menu will list PAGE
DISPLAY which will give you 4 ways of viewing the mag - but
Single Page or Two-Up are best. Two-Up is by far the best way of
browsing through the magazine usually, before going back to
SINGLE Page to read something intently.
Trick: When you tick ‘Two Pages To View’ . . . also tick ‘Show
Cover Page In Two Page View’ so the magazine is displayed
just like a printed magazine in sequenced double page spreads.
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Peter’s Tips For Faster& More Enjoyable
ABM Magazine Reading

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

MAG

Claudia’s Inspirational
Journey . . .

ABM December 2015 #229 $11.95

 Huge

 Build

This HOT
DIY Barra
Catcha for
Around
$3K!

3-Part Report
Starts This Month:
It’s A Buyer’s Market
- So Grab A BARGAIN
CRUISER !

M More

From the

January Berri S.A.
Race Spectacular !

n Browse thru the magazine with
(1) The scroll slider on the side of your screen
(2) The ‘Page Down’ keys on the keyboard or
(3) Use the page arrows on the tool bar, or
(4) Use the page arrows (shown above) in the tool bar whatever is easiest for you.
Or, if you know the page number you want, just type the page
number into this box (it’s on every tool bar) and press ENTER. It’s
a very handy way of getting around the magazine.
n “93” shown here in the tool bar, is the number of pages in
this particular issue - simple, hey! Go to contents (always P.2,
P.3) first, check the page you need, and tap that page number
into this box on the tool bar - and bingo, you are there in
milliseconds.
n Use the up down ( + ) or ( - ) symbols to resize the pages
and type for a comfortable reading size.

Printing

n Printing out stuff (or the whole darn magazine) is a piece of
cake. Just click on the “Printer” symbol, put in the pages you want
printed - and grab your stapler!

Trouble Shooting

n “AAaarrrgghh! My subs number doesn’t seem to work . .”
Probably because it’s run out! It’s easy to check - if your number
was (say)
0784 8207 0215 4216
the ’0215’ translates to February, 2015 . . so it’s time to renew!
Subs are now only $55 x 12, $29 x 6, $15 x 3 and $11.95 for
single copies, and can be booked online by ‘phone direct to Mary.
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Loading, Transfering or
Storing ABM or ABM’s PDF
Books On Your Tablet
(or Smart Phone)
There are nearly as many ways of
doing this as there are different
tablets, laptops and smartphones.
Some general rules apply to them all,
though, and in our experience now, we
know that once the process is done the
first time - from then on, it is simplicity
itself. It’s mainly the first time that
the process is all decidely
mysterious!
Firstly, all devices have a “search
engine” which allows you to type in the
name of our web site
www.ausboatmags.com.au
then ‘log-in’ with your Membership
Number; this takes you to the ‘G’day’ or
‘Welcome’ page’ on our web site. Click
on the dark blue bar marked
Australian Boat Mag - and the
magazine will start downloading
instantly.
When it’s downloaded, SAVE it to a
desktop folder, iBooks, or wherever
your system will display the covers.
For Apple users, iTunes is a very
common place to load and file the
magazine - they even have a section
for PDF publications. And you can then
use the iTunes synch system to share
the magazines between devices - just
like your favourite music albums.
Increasingly, readers are using
Cloud storage synched to their various
devices. Many believe this will be the
way of the future.

Sea Library
Independent, ‘hands on’ boating information from one of Australia’s most
trusted boating magazine teams
In 1974, this 5.5m Nova Tribune was
the first ‘project boat’ ever developed
by a boating magazine in Australia,
beginning a process of ‘hands-on’
editorial development by Editor Peter
Webster that continues to this day. In
the years (decades!) since, Peter has
tested literally hundreds of boats &
engines - and most of them can now
be found in the unique ABM Sea
Library, alongside ALL of his major,
modern reports, as well as those of
the exceptional group of
colleagues he’s worked with over
the years.

Australian Boat Mag’s SEA LIBRARY is a unique research resource containing
hundreds of boat and engine tests, consumer reports, fishing and feature articles
published over the last 40 (+) years in Australian Boating magazine (1972-1989) F&B
(1993-2010), The Boat Mag (TBM, 2011-13) and currently, Australian Boat Mag
(ABM). It is updated every other month, and is free to all ABM’s subscribers.

Welcome to the SEA LIBRARY!
This is a very special resource comprising
hundreds of boat tests, engine reports and
feature articles covering just about every
aspect of boating in Australia.
It is free to all ABM’s Subscriber / Members,
or carries a small charge per download for most
of the special articles, technical reports and
tests.
Articles downloaded can be read on screen or printed out in b&w or full colour on your PC’s
colour printer to file and keep handy. The
articles are simple, easy to print PDF’s that can
provide the answers to those questions (24/7)
around the BBQ once and for all - and give you
bragging rights in the process !

Typically, the Sea Library runs a couple of
months behind the monthly magazine, but all
the major feature articles and Surveys end up
archived or filed in the Library for future use and
research.

Over 300 NEW Reports Just Added
READER’S NOTE: We had a big block of
approximately 300 new reports go ‘up’ on the
web site in March-April (2015). These reports
came from across the spectrum, bringing the
Library up to F&B/TBM/ABM #217.
This also includes many indexing and section
revisions to make research quicker and
simpler.
Enjoy!

CLICK HERE & Go Straight To The Sea Library
Australian Boat Mags Pty Ltd (ABN 34 167 221 114) Copyright@2015. All Rights Reserved.
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Back issue links for ABM . . .
Up to four back issues are available (free of charge) through the ABM Subscriptions Dept to
bona fide, current subscribers replacing lost or missed issues. All other back issues are rated at
the regular $9.95 each. Or 3x for $16, 6x for $29, or 12x for $55.
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 First Pictures:
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This 132p January issue is our biggest
ever. It contains a 58 page Holiday
Reading Supplement and
heaps of boats – Polycraft 5.3m
Frontrunner, Noosacat 3000, BBB 700
Custom Console, Nautiglass 7.80
Walkaround, BMD’s sharp Shoreline 487
DIY speedboat, PW’s in-depth report on
the stunning shaft drive diesel Arvor
Weekender 700.
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The DIY REVOLUTION:
How HUNDREDS Of
Aussie Boating
Families Are Saving
A Fortune - Building
Their Own Boats!

 Is This The Ultimate Fishing Boat?

ABM 207 February PDF (10.3mb)
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Kiwi designer Scott Robson’s new 6.60m
plate aluminium Black Rhino
Walkaround. The GRP Bonito 560 is
featured alongside the Arvor Sportfish
755 powered by a Mercury 140 4-Stroke
outboard, and the indestructible
Polycraft 530 Cuddy. BMD’s new Pro
Tournament 24 DIY composite
sportsfisherman sits next to the sweet
Voyager 625 cat.
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Hardtop . .

. . . Plus A Host Of New
Outboards from Mercur y, E-TEC
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Our ‘VIRTUAL BOAT SHOW’
Continues . . .

. . .W
With The Top 4.8m-4.9m
Ally Consoles
 IN DEPTH: Makocraft’s

Amazing 485 S.E. Cat
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Continuing ABM’s Virtual Boat Show
with the hugely popular 4.81m-4.99m
side (or centre) consoles. PW’s tests
the single engined Makocraft 485 Cat,
and the very affordable Clark
Dominator 485 side console with the
Yamaha 70’s performance and fuel
data. Di Ross heads for the Whyallabased Australian Snapper
Championships.

Very Smart Handheld GPS
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Best Techniques For Rough
Water Boat Handling
 Engine

Room:

Red Hot Value: Volvo’s
Forgotten 225hp V6 Sterndrive

 Is

This The Ultimate Aussie Fishing Boat?

- Stacer’s new 2014-15 Range
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Our First Look:

The issue of DIY (“Do It Yourself”) home
boat building is about the joys, virtues,
options and challenges of the exploding
Australian DIY scene. Hundreds of
Aussie families are busily engaged in
their garages, carports or home
workshops building one of the new
‘composite GRP’ family boats in sizes
ranging from 3.0m – 10.0m, and saving
thousands of dollars on the cost of going
fishing and boating in the process.

Our ‘Virtual Boat Show’ of the vital 6.0m6.5m GRP cuddies with’fishing in their
DNA’ brings together all the top models
in OZ, with a special report by PW on
what to look for, the pitfalls, and how to
choose the best one for your needs. Plus
there’s a colourful report on the world’s
biggest outboards, an owner’s report on
his 680SX Bar Crusher and a Retro
report looking back at the original 1980s
Haines Hunter 565 Centre Console.

Seamanship & Boathandling:
Could You Handle The Bar Crossing
From Hell?


MAG

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM 208 March PDF (8.9mb)

ABM 209 April PDF (13.0mb)

ABM June 2014
#211 $9.95

The Amazing Noosacat 4100
(with Volvo IPS Drives)

 Tech Rep: Garmin’s



Black Rhino 660 Walkaround’s Sea Trials Completed

ISSN 1326 - 4508

ISSN 2200 - 0623

BOAT


ABM 211 June PDF (19.3mb)
Lead feature is the spectacular Noosa
Cat 4100 with Volvo IPS drives and
incredible electronics, with the Black
Rhino 660 Walkaround’s first sea
trials. PW continues the ‘Virtual Boat
Show” with 5.2-5.8m half cabs (P-1/2)
and Andy Myers takes us on a great
fishing adventure down to the Peron
Islands from Darwin. The June Retro
Test is the Haines Signature 542F.

ABM 212 July PDF (18.1mb)
We cover the stunning new Quintrex
650/690 Hardtop (“The best thing
Quintrex has done in years”’ - PW) plus
coverage of the colourful new E-TECs,
new 75-115 hp Merc FourStrokes and a
close look at the brilliant little Garmin
78sc Chart Plotter. A spectacular photo
series of a trawler running the Yamba
Bar showed why it’s notorious - and the
Retro Test is the original major report
on the Southwind 640 Cuddy

ABM 213 August PDF (19.0mb)
August leads with Damon Olsen’s classic
‘anchor float anchoring technique’ then
we welcome John and Annie Sullivan’s
cruisng column back, look at a beaut
5.1 DIY Family Cuddy, plus a 6.2 ally
DIY sportsfisheman, whilst Andrew
Hestelow files his report on the Merc
150 Four Stroke and we highlight 2
new tinnies from Telwater. The Retro
Test is the original major report on the
Whittley 700 Cruisemaster.

ABM 214 September PDF (31.6mb)
This big 100 page production features a
10 page report on the 2014-15 Stacer
range, the release of Eden NSW’s new
safe harbour development, and a special
Seamanship & Boathandling feature
dealing with Rough Water in a traileboat.
We have first details of the new F-250,
Volvo’s bargain V6 Sterndrive. The
Retro Test is the original major report on
the superb Cruise Craft Outsider 685.

Australia’s Only Outboard Prices & Specs Database

Australian

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!
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Am azing Pics:



At Last! We Test The Makocraft

515 Frenzy / PARSUN 90 Combo
ABM October 2014 #215 $9.95

We Catch The
Whitsundays’
Fishing Fever

. . . Plus An Update on DIY Composite
Boatbuilding & Auxiliary Outboards
 RETRO: The

Haines Signature 630F

ABM 215 October PDF (37.9mb)
Interesting 90+ page production features
Australia’s first serious trials of the new
Parsun 90hp 2-stroke, plus a close look
at the Makocraft (ours!) 515 side console
it’s bolted onto. Doug Lindsay’s sent in a
jaw-dropping photo essay of fishing the
Whitsundays, we update DIY composite
projects, whilst the Retro Test is the
original major report on the superb
Haines Signature 630F

BOAT

The Latest Outboard Prices & Specs Database



Australian

Aaron Concord’s EXCLUSIVE TRIALS:

MAG
AG

Peter Pakula’s 3D LURES !

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM November 2014
#216 $9.95



You Asked For It!
How To Beat the Time
Trap In A DIY
Boatbuilding Project

ISSN 1326 - 4508

 Noosacat Collars Police Tender
Noosacat’s 3000 Series
Pick Of the Bunch

 New Series:
Don Gilchrist
Explains How
Your Family Can
Explore The GBR

ABM 216 November PDF (30.4mb)
90+ page edition leads with a pictorial
essay on the superb Noosacat 3000
order for NSW Water Police. Aaron
Concord returns with a report on 3D
Pakula lures, and Don Gilchrist starts a
beautiful 3-Part series on exploring the
GBR. PW looks at new ways to think
about boat buying, and we look at the
Savage 485 SC. The Retro Test is the
rare (Hipkins) Haines Hunter 635 W/A.

BOAT

The Latest Outboard Prices & Specs Database



Australian

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
Monos, Cats & Tris!
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The Latest Outboard Prices & Specs Databas

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
Monos, Cats & Tris!
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AG

ABM 217 December PDF (31.5mb)

New!
Quintrex 430 Fishabout

ABM April 2015 #221 $11.95
ISSN 1326 - 450

 Get

BOAT


Don Gilchrist continues his series (P-2 of
3) on trailerboating to the GBR. PW
starts a no holds barred series on buying
1. Pro + DIY ‘pre-loved’ and starts another
Boatbuilding challenging the way we think about
boats in the first place. We look at the
Quinnie 430 Fishabout, Aaron has a
beaut line spooler, Neil likes the
Sprintgas cylinder, and the Retro Test is
the Aussie built, Arvor 20 diesel.

Australia’s Only Outboard Prices & Specs Database

Australian

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM December 2014 #217 $9.95
ISSN 1326 - 4508

Special Reports: Two Great Ways
To Get Into Boating:

In The Queue:

Details Of The
Voyager 625
‘Getaway’
Released

Build This BMD 12’ Magnum
Composite Fishin’ Rig For
Less Than A Grand!

MAG

Cats & Commonsense:

ABM May 2015 #222 $11.95

Momentum Grows For
Alf Stessl’s Single
Engine Cats

(Or, How To Beat the Time Trap In
A DIY Boatbuilding Project!)

2. Buying A
‘Pre-Loved’
Classic

. . Plus We Present Another Special Aaron Concord Report:

Part 2/3: Don Gilchrist’s GBR Adventure Continues

BOAT

Australia’s Only Outboard Prices & Specs Database
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Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!
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Aaron Picks Out His Fave Surface

Lures For This Summer’s Fishing
ABM January 2015 #215 $11.95

 Buying (& Selling!)
Secondhand Boats


P-3 Trailerboat Exploring The
Great Barrier Reef

. . . Plus We Check A ‘Dreamtime’ Noosacat
& The New Stacer 449 Outlaw
 RETRO: The

How To Catch Schooling Longtail Tuna !

ABM 218 January PDF (26.4mb)

BOAT


Australia’s Only Outboard Prices & Specs Database

Australian

ISSN 2200 - 0623



7.0m Dominator Canyon Runner

Don Gilchrist continues his beaut series
(P-3 of 3) on trailerboating to the GBR.
PW nails the latest trends in the
secondhand market, whilst Aaron gives
us the low-down on his fave lures. We
look at the Stacer 449 Outlay, do a quick
test in the Black Rhino 4800 side
console, and sign up for the amazing
4800 Noosacat Flybridge. Retro Test is
Dominator 700 Canyon Runner.

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

MAG

CHECK THIS OUT! Is This Our

Best Off-Road Camper Trailer?

Boat Show Season Gets Underway:

ABM June 2015 #223 $11.95

Presenting Our Amazing
2015 Big Boat Show(s)
SUPPLEMENT

. . And We Present A Heap Of New Gear From The Shows

BOAT


The Latest Outboard Prices & Specs Database

Australian

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM February 2015 #219 $11.95
ISSN 1326 - 4508

MAG

 New Technology:
Aaron Explains
Why PE LIne
Is SO Much
Better

Don Gilchrist: How To Re-Power Old Cats With Pods



ABM 219 Febuary PDF (27.1mb)
Another cracker issue, with Aaron
Conrd explaining the mysteries of PE
fishing line, whilst Don Gilchrist makes
the case to buy an old cat, and do it up
with four stroke outboards on pods PW
questions the number of boat shows in
SEQ, and we re-introduce a chance to
win the fisherman’s bible - Ern Grants
Guide To Fishes. The Retro Test is the
brilliant 1999 Signature 493F

BOAT
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For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
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 FINALLY ! Butane Stoves Are

MAG

Banned From Use In Or On Boats

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM March 2015 #220 $11.95

The Latest Intel:

When The Outboard Emission Legislation Will Start

Which Of These
8 Mainstream
Boat Types, Is
Best For You?

. . Plus We Present Aaron Concord’s Definitive Report:

What You Need To Know To Catch WAHOO !

MAG
AG

Are Electric

Outboards

Becoming A Real Proposition?
ABM July 2015 #224 $11.95
ISSN 1326 - 4508

 Get

In The Queue:

Awesome New
Noosa Cat 3500 +
Mercury Diesels





100 page issue dominated by the
exceptional BMD 5.5m DIY Centre
Console, and the engine news from
Mercury, Suzuki, Volvo out of Miami
USA. Start of 3-part Tim & Sally
Phillips’ Murray Pass cruise around
Oz, whilst we promoted a beaut
charter Cat in the Whitsundays.
Looked at some wild Jeeps - and
Retro’d a Haines Signature 600F.

Engine Room: New Suzuki - Mercs - Volvo - Lehr

ISSN 2200 - 0623

Australian

MAG

 New DIY Technology:
How You Can Build
This Awesome 5.5m
Centre Console
Through
Winter
(You won’t
believe
how little
it costs!)

ABM 221 April PDF (29.4mb)

Alf Stessl’s Amazing New 520 X-Fisher Cat

ABM 222 May PDF (31.0mb)
Another 100+ page issue featuring Dan’s
terrific DIY 12 footer (with video), the
outstanding Mako 450 Cat, a slick new
boat trimming system from Sweden, and
the launch of the Voyager 625 Getaway.
Tim and Sally continue their cruise in the
Cheviot 32 (thru the Kimberley) and we
have the full details on very good DIY
5.3m shelter cab platey from PAA. Retro
Test is the CCC 8.0 Mini Game boat.

ABM 223 June PDF (30.5mb)
Big 102 page production, featuring our
once-a-year look at how the other half
live - with Australia’s superboats from
Riviera, Maritimo and many imports.
PW’s report on the controversial staging
of the 2 big QLD Boat Shows on the
same weekend. Plus we have Part 3 of
the Phillips cruise over the top; look at a
top camper - and Retro Test the original
Quintrex 4.35 Trophy.

ABM 224 July PDF ( 33.2mb)
Diversity plus, ranging from an
interesting study of a new, self contained,
and surprisingly good 48v electric outboard
offset by the magnificent Noosacat 3500
with 355hp Mercury diesels. We had a
quick look at the new Crossfire 623, an
unusual X-Fishing Makocraft 520 cat, and
a very cunning App-powered Fish Finder
from Canada. Details on 2016 Nissan
Patrol and the Retro? Signature 702C.

ABM 220 March PDF (27.5mb)
Great issue dominated by Fishing Editor
Aaron Concord’s totally amazing 20
page Wahoo report, and our first ‘Back
to Basics’ feature - Catchin’ Muddies
with Scott Shepherd. We also have the
explosive report on why Butane cookers
are now banned, a superb pictorial of a
beautiful wooden cruiser the Cheviot 32,
whilst the Retro Test is the impressive
Pacific Sportfish 7.4 (plate) W/Around.

To order a Back Issue, please email your request
and contact details to Mary, on
subs@ausboatmags.com.au
or phone her on (07) 5502 8233 during business
hours. If her phone is engaged, she’s talking to
another reader, so please leave a slowly spoken,
clear message with your best phone number (and
time) so that she has sufficient detail to call you
back at an appropriate time.
Australian Boat Mag 97

Back issue links for ABM . . .
Up to four back issues are available (free of charge) through the ABM Subscriptions Dept to
bona fide, current subscribers replacing lost or missed issues. All other back issues are rated at
the regular $9.95 each. Or 3x for $16, 6x for $29, or 12x for $55.
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The Latest (GREEN) Outboard Prices & Specs Database
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Cracker Boat Show:

Presenting Our Special
Coverage of the Sydney
International Boat Show
 S.A.

ABM 225 August PDF

(39.2 mb)

mb)

ABM

PDF (

ABM

PDF (18.1mb)

ABM

PDF (

ABM

PDF (

An issue dominated by the Sydney Boat
Show Reports - 2 of them, in fact, as the
team analyses the most important Show
of the year. Di Ross has an excellent
report on the Calibre 11.4 cat from
S.A.and we feature 2 sterndrives: a new
6.2L V8 petrol from MerCruiser and the
2016 Yanmar 440hp diesel. All the
regular features - incl the strange NZ
‘Zego’. Retro? The Blackwatch 26

MAG

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

 Sydney’s

ABM August 2015 #225 $11.95

Leads In Plate Alloy:

Calibre Step UP With
Bold New 11.4m
Ally Cat Sportscruiser
The New Yanmar 6LY 440hp Diesel Sterndrive Announced

BOAT

The Latest (GREEN) Outboard Prices & Specs Database
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How Much Does It Cost To Fit-Out A

MAG

New Family Trailerboat These Days?

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM September 2015 #226 $11.95
ISSN 1326 - 4508

 BE

Amazed!

Taking The Phrase
‘Finding Your Sea
Legs’ To A Whole
New Level!



Andy Myer’s Little Moyle River Adventure

BOAT

The Latest (GREEN) Outboard Prices & Specs Database
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Superb New Kiwi 730 ‘White Pointer’

 Preview: USA vs Aust in January On
The Hawkesbury & The Murray

 CROSSFIRE 623 - Ready
For Full Production

For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!

ABM October 2015 #227 $11.95

 Whittley - Treking
West To Exmouth, WA

BOAT

The Latest (GREEN) Outboard Prices & Specs Database
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For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
DIY, New, Pre-Loved, Retro,
Monos, Cats & Tris!

You Can BUILD
This Amazing
DIY 5.8m Console !

MAG

ABM November 2015 #228 $11.95
ISSN 1326 - 4508



Family Boating:

How A Sydney
Family Organised A
Great Trailerboat
Holiday In The

WHITSUNDAYS



Berri, SA: B.A.D Raceboats On The Murray

BOAT

The Latest (GREEN) Outboard Prices & Specs Database
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For Tinnies, Platies, GRP,
Imports, New, Pre-Loved,
Retro, Monos, Cats & Tris!
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Claudia’s Inspirational
Journey . . .

ABM December 2015 #229 $11.95

 Huge

 Build

This HOT
DIY Barra
Catcha for
Around
$3K!

3-Part Report
Starts This Month:
It’s A Buyer’s Market
- So Grab A BARGAIN
CRUISER !

M More

From the

January Berri S.A.
Race Spectacular !

98 Australian Boat Mag

ABM 226 September PDF (34.4mb)
One of the most diverse and interesting
mags we’ve done. Andy Meyer wrote a
terrific yarn about his Moyle River
adventure; we studied a 3-legged Kiwi
Stabi; looked at a Renault 4WD SUV,
and went thrugh the fitting-out exercise
with our Mako 515 Frenzy for its new
owner. By reader demand, PW re-visited
the ‘Walkiing the Cat’ - and Retro? The
savvy Cruise Craft Explorer 500

ABM 227 October

PDF (33.5mb)

mb)

Top selling issue of the year. Kicks off
with Di Ross’ exc report on the Berri, SA
powerboat spectacular; has a major
Kevlact 300 Yanmar re-power; full details
on the Crossfire 623 cat by Troy
Munnery (and very nice it is, too!) plus a
superb Kiwi White Pointer 730 platey and
Phil Hurse drives his Whittleyacross the
Nullabor to Exmouth, whilst Garry Fooks
wrestles with E-10 fuels. Retro is the
sweet Quintrex 455 Escape r/bout.

ABM 228 November

PDF (31.8mb)

mb)

Featuring our first mum on the cover Jane Bourke did us proud as we featured
the widely acclaimed report on the
Bourke’s trailerboat adventure from
Sydney to the Whitsunday. Di Ross
blitzed it with her #2 Berri Raceboat
report with spectacular oics, we featured
Craig Jones’ micro cat, the new Toyota
4WD Fortuner, heaps of BMD DIY and
rounded off a great issue with Cliff
Joshua’s Retro JBS 5.8 Walkaround.

ABM 229 December

PDF (

mb)

To order a Back Issue, please email your request
and contact details to Mary, on
subs@ausboatmags.com.au
or phone her on (07) 5502 8233 during business
hours. If her phone is engaged, she’s talking to
another reader, so please leave a slowly spoken,
clear message with your best phone number (and
time) so that she has sufficient detail to call you
back at an appropriate time.

POWERED

CATS
OF AUSTRALIA

Edition 4.5
2015
$AUS 14.95

DIRECTORY

FAQs, Need-To-Know Facts + PW’s Explainer: ‘Walking The Cat’
This is a compilation issue of all the best parts of Books 1 and 2, plus the
supplement 3 and updates to year’s end 2014. We have produced it for boatowners
around the world who have heard about Australia’s unique ‘Cat expertise in this
demanding field - and want to know more. It is also has an up to date summary of
who survived the post-GFC era here in Oz, as many important cat builders were lost
in 2013-14. For $AUS 14.95, this 144 page, online compendium will bring you right up
to date with the very latest in the world of Australian powered cats.

Order Now online, and download the Boat Mag’s special, 11mb PDF edition for
permanent use on ANY sort of computer, smart phone or tablet - for just $AUS 14.95

www.australianboatmags.com.au

The Secrets Of A Fabulous Outrigger System
$19.95

Sportfishing
ABMʼs

BOATS, TECHNIQUES & TACKLE

 The Anatomy Of A Sportfishing Boat  The Latest Terminal
Rigs & Techniques  Why Downriggers Make Such A Difference
 Muscle-up For The New Jigging Techniques!

STRIKE!
PW’s First New Annual in Years Has Now Been Finished - And It Is A Beauty!
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Online, Available 24/7, $19.95 Awesome 178 Page PDF Edition

www.australianboatmags.com.au
(If you’d prefer, orders can be phoned through to Mary on (07) 5502 8233 in business hours)

This is the biggest, most comprehensive publication we
have ever produced. 322 pages, hundreds of
photographs, 6 authors, dozens of plans, 11 project boats
and 15 years in the making.
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TECH SPECS:
Plate Alloy Boats of
Australia Book 7.5
“COLLECTORʼS EDITION”
Is an ʻofflineʼ PDF -based
publication that is
downloaded from our web
site

www.australianboatmags.
com.au
onto your computerʼs (iPad
etc) desktop, after which it
can be accessed 24/7
without any internet
connection. A 29.7mb
download using our hugely
popular SEA Library PDF
protocols, it has terrific
typography, magazine
layout and countless
breathtaking pics.
Wonderful just to browse.
We recommend you file it in
a convenient folder where
you can access it as
required, either to read as
reference, inspiration or
enjoyment, or to print out as
you need.
Published in our usual
ʻprintableʼ American quarto
275mm H x 205mm W,
with 322 pages grouped in
six principal sections.
$19.95 rr, available to
download now, credit card
purchasing as per normal
subscription and shop
activity.

To study the full contents properly, check the previews and order your
own OFFLINE PDF ʻCollectorʼs Editionʼ please go to this ʻliveʼ link:

www.australianboatmags.com.au

