
Over the last couple of months,
F&B has devoted a considerable

amount of space to the issues
confronting boat owners looking for
something more than a fishing boat,
and on numerous occasions we have
referred to the Whittley family’s
range of cruisers.

Manufactured in Melbourne, these
impeccable cruisers are truly unique.
No one else in Australia makes
anything quite like the Whittleys, and
without exception, they hold the

unabashed respect and admiration of
other fibreglass boat builders
throughout the country.

Given this is a very competitive
business, it’s most unusual to find such
equanimity within a cottage industry
like the boating world, but such is the
respect two generations of Whittleys
are held in by their peers.

Of course, Whittley Cruisers are not
for everyone. To begin with, they
contain so much more than any other
production boat in Australia, it follows

that they must obviously cost more,
too. As well, Whittleys place a clear,
unequivocal emphasis on family
cruising into which role fishing has an
important place -but so too has
snorkelling, pulling the kids round on
wake boards or tubes, or simply doing
nothing at anchor on a very pleasant
Sunday afternoon. 

Whittleys in fact make a range of
more committed fishing boats (the
Whittley Sea Legends) but whilst they
are very fine craft in their own right,

Itʼs bold; itʼs sassy. Itʼs got style and class.
Yes - Itʼs the upgraded  5.8 m Whittley !

Fisherman & Boatowner FIELD TEST they really don’t hold a candle to the
traditional Whittley Cruisers such as
this 5.8 Monterey.

Design: We wanted to test the
Monterey with a Honda 130 hp in
some depth, but despite the best efforts
of the F&B team, Northside Marine
and the Whittleys, last month’s weather
in SE Queensland refused to
co-operate, right to the very end, when
we finally did get onboard the boat.
Nevertheless, before the rain came
down in buckets again, we were able to
spend half an hour in the Bay getting
the feel of this boat, before beating a
hasty retreat back to the trailer just
before the heavens opened up yet
again.  Back on wet land, we

concentrated on trying to capture the
spirit of the Whittley Monterey with
the camera, as distinct from the radar
gun or fuel metering equipment.

I hope you’ll agree the effort was
worth while, because we worked hard
to try and ensure the photography
conveyed the difference; the quality
feel; the Whittley essence that is so
cleverly enveloped in this exquisite
little cruiser.

Performance: The Honda 115 is a
terrific match for the 5.8 Monterey.
This is quite a heavy little boat, but the
powerful and very fuel efficient Honda
115 pushed the Whittley into mid 30’s
quite easily. The Honda 115 is more
than enough horsepower for most

families, especially as few Monterey
owners are likely to be ‘rev-heads’ or
thrill seekers. Nevertheless, there’s
plenty of poke here for social skiing
and wakeboarding. 

The Monterey hull is not a
particularly fast hull by some
contemporary standards, but frankly, I
don’t think the Whittleys care all that
much. What they have achieved here is
a soft, comfortable ride in moderate
(not to say sensible) speeds and they’re
content with that. 

The Monterey cruises along in the
15-18 knots area through quite choppy

water without any banging or
pounding, and when all is said and
done, pleasure boating is all about, um,
the pleasure of going boating ! 

For the record, yes, if you open it up
and drive it too hard for the conditions,
the will become progressively harder -
but that’s not what the Whittley
Monterey is about.

This is a delightful cruiser that is
meant to enhance your day on the
water by providing a soft, comfortable
ride in easily the most comfortable
surroundings you’ll ever find in a 5.5-
6.0 m trailer boat cruiser.

Trailing: With an all up weight of
around 1.6-1.75 tonnes, most modern 6
cylinder family saloons will tow the
Whittley safely. The larger, heavier
4WD’s will scarcely know it’s behind
them, especially given the Whittley has
a particularly low wind profile, and
will sit down nicely in the wind
shadow behind the larger 4WD’s. 

Conclusion: As tested here and
photographed on the following pages,
this Whittley 5.8/Honda 115 hp combo
retails from Northside Marine for
around $53,000. Prices will vary
slightly from state to state mainly due
to freight differences, but $54’s will
see a beautiful craft on the water.
Investment wise, it doesn’t get much
better than this. Arguably, Whittley has
the best resale of any GRP trailer boat
in Australia.

In a nutshell, it’s hard to think - no
we’ll go further than that - I cannot
think of a better production GRP trailer
boat “weekender”  for a couple or
small family that’s made in Australia.
And frankly, I don’t think any of the
overseas jobs come within a bull’s roar
of it, either.

Whittley 5.8m
Monterey 

SPECIFICATIONS:
Make/model .Whittley Monterey
Hull length   . . . . . . . . . . . 5.8 m
Total length   . 6.4 m incl sprit &
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .swim platform
On trailer   . . . . . . . . . . . .7.15 m
Beam   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.33 m
Weight incl trailer   . . . . .1520 kg
Deadrise   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19°
Fuel capacity   . . . . .72 litres (+)
Water capacity   . . . . . .55 litres
Power ratings   . . . . . 90-175 hp 
out/b, 4 cyl or V-6 sterndrive
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