
To fill in the gaps for readers just
joining us in this January issue of

F&B in the New Year of 2011, we
have been writing about setting up a
4.3m side console tinny for the last
few months, at the end of which time
we’ll be launching the tinny we’ve
chosen (as a result of these
deliberations) to wit, a modified 4.3m
Horizon that’s not quite a Horizon
Northerner nor is it one of their
excellent Horizon Easy Fishers – but
somewhere in between.

We are quite sure the Horizon team,
headed up by the James’ family, must go
home at night and bang their heads on
the wall when they hear that F&B is
coming back again with another project
boat order; we’ve built quite a few
tinnies with them, and all are never quite
standard, nor do they really fit into the
production line process. 

However, we do feel a bit responsible
for helping create the Northerner series,
and there’s no doubt the F&B 4.9m
Family Cuddy Cab has been a highly
successful model for them for several
years. So we believe they persevere in
the hope that maybe we’ll crack it with
another model that will become a
commercial success too, thus justifying
the buggerising around they’ve got to do
sorting Webster and Cunningham out
with their next project!

In truth, as things have panned out,
we’ve convinced ourselves that we were
right with the ‘Beachie’ project we made
with the Horizon team way back in  the
Y-2000. At the time, we were assisting a
reader develop a boat that could be used
straight off the beach.

The project created a great deal of
interest, because in so many parts of
Australia launching over the beach is the
way you do things, and to actually focus
on a boat that was designed from the
outset to do it, was not only different,
but very useful. 

But there were many other good
things in that boat, and as we developed
this new series each month in 2010, nigh
on TEN years later, we became
increasingly convinced that we were
pretty close to the mark in the first place,
to the extent that we have now ordered
what is really a dead ringer for the
original Beachie project. 

But as noted, it is not quite a
Northerner nor an Easy Fisher, and we
can sense Scott James groaning as he
reads these words, because it’s his lot to
explain to the Horizon dealer network
what F&B is doing, and how they can
become part of the publicity program.
Needless to say, they will all ask “Why
on earth don’t you stick to a regular
model?” 

To which Scotty can only shrug his
shoulders and throw an F&B on the
desk and say “You know how it is with
this lot!”

Seriously, we do appreciate that
Horizon go the extra yards for F&B, and
acknowledge it can be a pain in the
wotnot to do so.

So we take it pretty seriously too, and
try and distil as much input and
knowledge into these boats as we can, in
the hope that we can develop better line
models and a higher standard of fit-out
along the way. 

We’re very proud of the fact that
Horizon are today considered to be the
equal of any;  hopefully, F&B had a
little bit to do with that over the last 12-
15 years.

Part Five Of Four Parts . . . 
Um, yes, well we originally thought

there would be four parts to this series,
but as we became more and more
involved, we realised that we actually
needed five parts to the build program
and in fact, there will probably be a
sixth instalment dealing with launching
and setting up issues – but let’s not get
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Introducing the
FIFTH part of our

4-Part Series weʼre
publishing about one
of the biggest selling
classes of boats in
Australia: 4.1 - 4.3m
open boats. F&B is
going to purchase a

new 4.3m boat to
embrace fishing,

exploring, swimming,
diving and relaxing in
different parts of the

East Coast of
Australia between

Brisbane and
Melbourne. Buying

the boat has
presented a series of
challenges, and we
thought youʼd be

interested to join us
on our journey

through tinny-land,
making one of the

toughest decisions in
the market. 
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ahead of ourselves here!
This month, we’ve been looking at

the whole issue of fitting-out with
electronics. That is to say 12-volt
electrics plus the odd electronic gadget,
bringing them all together in a cohesive
fashion that will work in the fairly
arduous conditions small boats generate
ie, most of them (this one included)
don’t really have any substantial shelter
for things like a GPS unit, a depth
sounder, radio(s).

So it’s not just a question of whacking
in a VHF radio, or bolting down the
bracket for the sounder – it has to be
thought about fairly carefully.

Further, in small boats like this with a
small side or centre console, there’s
never enough space to mount the
brackets anyway, and you have to be
very careful not to have them protruding
where they can injure crew or get
knocked about, or become just too
exposed to saltwater, dirt or grime.

We tend to forget that we do more
damage with airborne grime and dust to

Fitting Out The 4.3

Setting up a 4.3 involves a whole host of really fundamental decisions, and for
many blokes, it starts off with family matters - are the kids coming along? How
will you keep them out of the sun? How practical is the rig to provide a safe,
comfortable platform for them? The mods we made to our original Ally Craft
Kakadu Karrier were practical and extremely effective - and didnʼt cost the earth.
Nor did they really impact on the effectiveness of the rig as an estuary fishing rig.
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